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Merry Christmas and Happy, Holy New Year to all,
Our students, teachers and staff received a surprise early Christmas
gift. Judging from the cheers from students and adults, they liked
the surprise…. an early start to Christmas vacation. The discussion
started Friday afternoon as we were looking at staffing for Monday
and Tuesday before Christmas. We found enough subs to cover
those we knew were going to be gone. But if we had any more
gone, we would have trouble covering all the students’ classes,
etc. The other consideration was it is better for families to have the weekend to figure
out child care rather than Sunday evening when things are blowing up on us. And lastly, the teachers and staff were just tired. To have the weekend to really relax and not
have to prep for a very difficult Monday and Tuesday before Christmas break is just a
good thing. Get everyone rested so we can have another great semester in session.
Keep everyone healthy. Thanks be to God. Thank you for your flexibility. We made
it. The whole semester in session.
Reflecting on the birth of Jesus, which is the coming of the long awaited Savior, many
thoughts come to mind. What went wrong at the beginning of creation with the angels? Some early Church Fathers thought the fallen angels rebelled when out of pride
they would not adore the Eternal Son, the second person of the Blessed Trinity, who
would become one with us in our human nature. They would not worship.
“Hark! The Herold Angels Sing” is a favorite song. It makes me think a little about my
own spiritual life. Some created spirits were not rejoicing, but rather were rebelling.
They were not willing to adore the Christ Child. There is our challenge. Will we
love, adore, worship and obey the Christ Child?








January 5—School resumes
January 6th—Faculty Meeting
January 7th—Home Basketball Game vs. Wauneta/
Palisade at 2:00 p.m.
January 19th—Boys Basketball vs. Southwest @ home.
January 21st—Basketball vs.
Dundy Co./Stratton @ Benkelman 3:00 p.m.
January 31—Catholic Schools
Week Begins

Go to https://
www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrickelementary-school for Newsletters,
Menus, Calendars, Policies and more.

Will we worship? The beasts (animals) don’t as they do not have an immortal soul
that gives them the intellect and will needed to be capable of worshipping. Just dumb
animals. We act like the demons, that is fallen angels, and/or the beasts (animals)
when we do not love, adore, worship and obey God.
This gives us our challenge and our dignity. We can live as a child of God and worship
and obey. Or, we can follow the other tragic path to perdition.

I heard a great talk on CD during the Christmas break. The priest was discussing raising children. Parents and children want freedom. But what is freedom? Freedom is
knowing and living in accord with what is eternally true, good and beautiful. It again
brings me to consider the reason for St. Patrick School and Catholic education. Know
the truth. Live in true freedom.
Live free. Study and pray to know and embrace the Truth that is Jesus. Love Jesus and
worship Our Savior. Thank God for our St. Patrick School.
Merry Christmas. Worship Jesus Christ and you will have a holy New Year.
God bless.
Fr. Gary Brethour
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Let’s keep our students
hydrated—please remember to send a water bottle
to school with your child.
Drinking fountains are
available
for refills
throughout the
day.

Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade
students traveled to the city offices
to place ornaments they created
on the city Christmas tree. Thank
you to Mrs. Spencer for driving
our bus.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
BY MRS. REBECCA REDL

Thanks be to God we made it through 1st semester. We have an amazing staff at St. Patrick
School—thank you for all you do!

The students at St. Patrick School have been celebrating the holidays by making cards, letters, and crafts for their friends at
Hillcrest, Highland Park and Kinship Pointe. Halloween, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving, and now Christmas have provided
opportunities for the students to share joy and a “hello!” with their fellow community members.
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MRS. JENIFER JACOBS
LIBRARIAN

The Gaga Ball pits have been used and enjoyed extensively since Ray
Chmiel and Jim Olson assembled and installed them. Thank you so
much to the Knights of Columbus for their efforts in raising funds
through Lucky Irish Calendar funds, and thanks to all who purchase
the calendars.
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Jim Olson, Ray Chmiel and
Scott Dauwen installing
gaga ball pits.
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MRS. LARA STEWART
KINDERGARTEN
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON
1ST GRADE

St. Patrick Elementary families and students packed boxes and donated items to give to children
across the globe. This is the 6th year the parish has participated in the Box of Joy program
through Cross Catholic Outreach. Thanks to donations from the families and the Altar Society,
the school was able to pack and pay for shipping costs of over 60 boxes!
A heart felt thank you to all who donated and prayed for this great cause!
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON
1ST GRADE
As we have moved through this school year, it was easy to
get wrapped up in all the changes that COVID brought.
However, about mid- October, as I was preparing Halloween crafts for the classroom for some reason I was reminded that the school was just one of the many places to
be affected by this pandemic. I was reminded that during
this time, many of our students would normally be Trickor-Treating the nursing homes and assisted living centers
in our area. I know what a joy these little faces can bring,
so after some discussion with the
other teachers we decided it
would be nice for us to share
some cheer with our fellow elderly neighbors. At Halloween we
delivered cute and spooky crafts
and then again for Veterans Day
and Thanksgiving the students
made cards and decorations for
the residents to brighten their
days.

prayers. As stated by one of our 5th grade students in their
card, “ Jesus is with you and he loves you very much! Any
time you feel lonely, just pray and think about Jesus.” A
great reminder for all of us about the true meaning of this
blessed season!
Shown below is a photo of some of the cards/crafts delivered to residents.

We have been overwhelmed by
the wonderful and creative decorations the students have put together for this Christmas Season. I
am certain they will put many
smiles of the faces of the people
they reach. But more importantly
I believe they will bring joy and
peace to their hearts this Christmas season and they are reminded
that we have not forgotten them
and continue to keep them in our
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3rd grade students from St. Patrick School are shown here with their Santa Claus wish lists. They enjoyed knowing that
their teacher, Mrs. Linda Brewster, was sharing their artistic creativity and their Christmas desires with community
members at Hillcrest, Highland Park and Kinship Pointe.
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1st grade students are pictured here with their Rudolph pictures. They enjoyed decorating the hall of
the school, and hope that their friends at Hillcrest,
Highland Park and Kinship Pointe will enjoy decorating their hallways with their creative reindeer
craft.
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The Kindergarten students at St. Patrick School
enjoyed making Santa Claus crafts to share with
their fellow community members at Hillcrest,
Highland Park and Kinship Pointe.
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MS. KHALEY LEE
2ND GRADE

Fridays in December were fun days as students and
staff donned Christmas sweaters! Cute, ugly, hand crafted, old, new, funny, fancy, plain, but always Christmassy! Here Charlotte is wearing her hand crafted Christmas sweater—using her St. Pat’s sweatshirt that has a
felt Christmas tree decorated with yarn and fabric paint,
and then pinned onto the sweatshirt. There were so
many styles and great ideas. Lots of fun for all.
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MRS. LINDA BREWSTER
3RD GRADE
2ND GRADE RELIGION

Create Advent wreaths
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100 Years 1919—2019

Snowman Family
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100 Years 1919—2019

Students raised a generous amount with leaving money in their
shoes for St. Nick’s Feast Day. Funds will be used for a mission on a
reservation in Montana. They were thanked for their generosity with a
sack of yummy popcorn and a Christmas movie.

18

Knights News

MRS. TAMA KAIN

4TH GRADE

Mrs. Kain’s 4th-grade class at St. Patrick School, McCook, hosted a collection for St. Gianna Women’s Home in Lincoln,
Nebraska. The women’s home assists women and their families fleeing domestic violence or who are being coerced into
having an abortion. Thank you to all who participated.
“St. Gianna Women’s Home is a twentyfour apartment
home staffed by the Marian Sisters of the Diocese of Lincoln
for women of all faiths, races and ethnicities who are escaping domestic violence and abortion. A market study done in
preparation for this home identified the need for 219 new
domestic violence beds for at-risk women in a portion of
southeastern Nebraska alone. This complex consists of six 1BR, twelve 2-BR, and six 3-BR units which are fully furnished and designed to give women and their children the
needed time and support before their safe transition into
permanent housing. During their stay at St. Gianna’s caseworkers will address any needs the women, children and
infants may have as they make this transition. In addition,
counseling services are made available as needed. Our caseworkers and therapists will work together to develop a family action plan for each woman and their children to accomplish this goal. St. Gianna Women’s Homes is completely
funded through donations only. It is through the generosity
of our many benefactors who support us with their prayers
and financial gifts that we can offer our clients a safe and secure home and sorely needed love and respect. Last year St.

Gianna’s helped 45 women and 75 children with 16,148
nights of housing. Last year 52 individuals and 18 families
graduated from the program. Since opening we have helped
280 women and 358 children with 123,000 nights of housing. In addition, since opening, we have directly helped save
41 babies from abortion.
PRAYER OF ST.GIANNA BERETTA MOLLAO
Jesus, I promise You to submit myself to all that You permit
to befall me, make me only know Your Will. My most sweet
Jesus, infinitely merciful God, most tender Father of souls,
and in a particular way of the most weak, most miserable,
most infirm which You carry with special tenderness between Your divine arms, I come to You to ask You, through
the love and merits of Your Sacred Heart, the grace to comprehend and to do always Your holy Will, the grace to confide in You, the grace to rest securely through time and eternity in Your loving divine arms.“
- Taken from St. Gianna Women’s Home, Catholic Social
Services of Southern Nebraska Brochure
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MS. TAYLOR GEISLER

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM
MATH GRADES 5 & 6
READING 6 & 7
ADVANCED READING 8
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MS. TAYLOR GEISLER
5TH GRADE HOMEROOM
MATH GRADES 5 & 6
READING 6 & 7
ADVANCED READING 8
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FR. BRIAN WIRTH - 5—6 RELIGION

Congratulations to our 5th and 6th grade Confirmation classes.

Thank you to Mrs. Hinz for Confirmation photos.
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FR. BRIAN WIRTH
5—6 RELIGION

5th grade students participated in the “Christmas Tree of Love” at the Family Resource Center.
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MS. STEPHANIE SYDOW

6TH GRADE HOMEROOM
READING GRADE 5—8
ENGLISH 5—8
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This years Senior CYO class was the first class to start adopting a family for Christmas. They were in
Mrs. Brewsters 3rd grade class when they started what has become a wonderful tradition of giving from
St. Patrick's school and CYO families!! This class had always been extremely generous and it is clear that
the lessons of generosity and thinking of other which started years ago has left deep roots in their hearts.

The 8th grade students along with Mr. Dauwen and Mr. Wieser load Mr. Dauwen’s pickup to the brim with gifts from the
students and staff for the Family Resource Center’s Tree of Love.
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ
ART K—8 COMPUTER 5—8

The students created some beautiful
decorations for the school Christmas
tree this year. Pictured here are 5th
grade students prior to the new decorations.
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MRS. LORI HILKER
VOCAL MUSIC K-8
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8

30

Knights News

100 Years 1919—2019

MR. ZACH WIESER
7th HOMEROOM; 7—8 SCIENCE; 7—8 MATH; 8 ALGEBRA
BOYS BASKETBALL COACH
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MRS. LANAE FRITSCH

EIGHTH HOMEROOM,
SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8;
SCIENCE 5 & 6

Each year, students choose a family from the Christmas
Tree of Love at the Family Resource Center. The families
are struggling a bit making ends meet, The students bring
and wrap gifts for the members of the family they have chosen. Shown here are the 8th grade. These 8th grade stu-

dents have been helping with this project each year since
they began school 9 years ago. Thank you, 8th grade students, for your many years of helping to make Christmas a
joyful time for several families throughout our community.
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MRS. LANAE FRITSCH

100 Years 1919—2019

EIGHTH HOMEROOM,
SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8; SCIENCE 5 &
5th Grade Social Studies
The month of January brings a very busy time for Social
Studies. Starting the month with Martin Luther King Jr. day
on January 16th. The students have been working on their
own “I Have a Dream Speech”. I challenged each of the students to write a paper on their “Dreams and Wishes” if they
could change something in our world today. I am amazed at
what they came up with. We have displayed them outside of
the classroom, and will leave them up until Presidents Day. If
you are in the school, stop by and check them out. The students did an excellent job on their speeches.
The 5th grade students participate in History Day, so we will
be busy choosing which state in the United States we would
like to report about. At the end of February we will start
working on our research of our chosen states, completing a
report and then working on our display board. At the end of
April we will display our finished projects to our parents and
classmates. We just finished up our first nine chapters in our
Social Studies book. They learned a little about the Civil War
and the Reconstruction and now we will begin the expansion
of the United States, touch on immigration, World War I
and II, the Cold War, and finish up the year with America
today. The Geography Bee was cancelled for 2020-2021.
Hopefully next year we will be able to continue with it as I
know the students really enjoy it!

7th Civics
The seventh grade finished their Civics class right before the
brake and now we are learning about our roots of American
History. The seventh grade also celebrate Martin Luther
King Day. They have some great speeches on what their
dreams and wishes would be today. We will be studying the
thirteen colonies, the French and Indian War, and the American Revolution in the 3rd quarter.
8th Grade Social Studies
The eighth grade students have just start studying
about World War I, will move on to the Roaring Twenties,
the Great Depression, and then onto the World War II era.
We definitely will have our hands full this 3rd quarter. We
honored Pearl Harbor Day on December 7th. We watched a
video on Pearl Harbor and completed reports for this day of
remembrance. The eighth graders also join in on the celebration of Martin Luther King Day and have projects displayed
on our wall of tribute to Martin Luther King Jr... All the students did a wonderful job in enlightening us with there “I
Have a Dream” report.

5th Science
The 5th grade students definitely were busy before
the holiday season as they studied our unit on “Earth and its
Resources”. I think this was one of the more interesting units
we will study in Science this year for 5th graders. I am positive that the 5th graders agree! In this unit we studied Earth’s
landforms, plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes, and tsu6th Grade Social Studies
namis. The 5th graders had a choice of which one of these
The sixth grade finished their study on Australia. What a culthey wanted to write a report on and
tural change. You would think the cultures
make a replica of it. Yes, they chose voland climates would be somewhat the same to
canoes. Each group created their masterSouth America, but they are not as we are
pieces of a famous volcano. What a great
finding out. The Geography Bee was canlearning experience for the students and
celled for 2020-2021.
Mrs. Fritsch!!!
The sixth grade joined the celebration of
Our next unit is “Protecting Earth’s ReMartin Luther King Day. Stop by and see our
sources” and then we will move into
wall of tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.
“Weather and Space”. It will be a very
Our next continent we will be studying will
busy second semester.
be Asia and Europe. I know the students are
6th Science
excited about this as some of them have choth
The 6 grade Science students are right in
sen different countries in Asia to complete
the middle of their section on animal betheir “History Day” projects. We will be working on their
History Day projects the next couple of months off and on. havior including fish, amphibians, reptiles, vertebrates, and
invertebrates, the difference between hibernating and miThey will choose a country this year and make a recipe of
their favorite food from that country. They will then display grating animals, plus innate and learned behavior. They are
looking forward to dissecting a few of these. Hopefully after
it during History Day along with their reports, and display
the holidays we will get the chance to dissect frogs!
boards, which will be towards the end of April.
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Student Council
The Student Council would like to wish all of you a
very Happy New Year. We rang the bell for the Salvation Army on December 19th and have several
additional projects planned.
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Following the Pantry Mass, the 8th grade students
and their sponsor, Mrs. Fritsch loaded a van full of
food items which were delivered to the McCook
Pantry. Thank you, everyone, for helping those in
need.
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!!
3

4

NO
SCHOOL

5 Hamburger on Bun 6 Roast Chicken
Baked Beans
Mashed Potatoes
Sweet Potato Fries
Vegetable
Fruit
Fruit
Milk
Dinner Roll
Milk

7 Pulled Pork on Bun
Coleslaw
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

8 PBJ or Tuna Salad
Sandwich
Salad
Baby Carrots
OJ
Milk

9

14 Deli Sandwich on
Flatbread
Salad
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

15 Cheese Pizza
Baby Carrots
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

16

22 Grilled Cheese
Sandwich
Tomato Soup
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

23

29
Omelet
Breakfast Cookie
Hashbrown Patty
Fruit
Juice
Milk

30

10

11 Chicken Nuggets
Baked Beans
Sweet Potato Puffs
Fruit
Cookie
Milk

12 Chicken Fajita
Spanish Rice
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

13 Scallop Potatoes
Ham
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll or Muffin
Milk

17

18 Hot Dog on Bun
Baked Beans
Vegetable
Fruit
Birthday Cake
Milk

19

20 Chicken & Noodles 21
Meatballs
Mashed Potatoes
Pasta
Vegetable
Spaghetti Sauce
Fruit
Salad
Dinner Roll
Fruit
Milk
Garlic Bread
Milk

24/31

COOK’S
CHOICE

25 Corn Dog Nuggets 26 Salisbury Steak
27 Oriental Chicken
Baked Beans
Potatoes
Fried Rice
Sweet Potato Puffs
Vegetable
Vegetable
Fruit
Fruit
Fruit
Milk
Dinner Roll or Muffin
Dinner Roll
Milk
Milk

28

Goulash
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

*Menu Subject to Change*
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Go to https://www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrick-elementary-school for Newsletters, Menus, Calendars, Policies and more.
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Above: Derick 175.3 pts; Aaron 175.1 pts and Grace 66.3 points
Right: Mark 51.2 pts; Zach 47 pts; Rebecca 46.2 pts

Left: Payvn 82.8 pts; Adeline 65.4 pts and Presley 53 pts.
Above: Canon 4.6 pra; Augie 3.4 pts and Brody 2.9 pts.
39

Top Point Earners
Above: Celia 24,6, Greyson 18.4, and Hayden 12.8.
Right: Annabelle 57.7, Vivie 46.9 and Penelope 42.6 pts.

Above: Clara 77.2, Kevin 41.9 and Oliver18.

Right: Jude 122.6, Addy 76 and Emma 44.5.
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Pantry Mass

Recently after Mass a collection for the
McCook Food Pantry was held with students
and staff participating.
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Pantry Mass
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Thank you
for donating
to the

Pantry Mass

43

