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March 1—5—ITBS Testing Week
March 2—5th & 6th Grade Nutrition
Education
March 3—2:00 Dismissal—Teacher
Lenten Study
March 4—Confessions
March 5th—Stations of the Cross @
2:40 p.m. / First Friday
March 9—5th & 6th Grade Nutrition
Education
March 10—2:00 Dismissal—Teacher
Lenten Study/ MHS Dance team visit
March 12—Stations of the Cross @
2:40. End 3rd Quarter
March 15—Report Cards/Track Practice Begins
March 17—St. Patrick’s Day—2:00
Dismissal-Teacher Lenten Study
March 18—1:00 Dismissal
March 19—No School
March 20—4:00 Mass/Sip ‘n See
March 23—8th Grade Stained Glass
Art Field Trip/ 5th & 6th Grade Nutrition Education
March 24—2:00 Dismissal—Teacher
Lenten Study
March 26—Stations of the Cross @
2:40
March 31—1:00 Dismissal—Easter
Vacation Begins

Go to https://www.stpatsmccook.com/st-patrick-elementary-school for Newsletters,
Menus, Calendars, Policies & more.

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
401 East F Street  P O Box 1040
McCook, NE 69001 308.345.4546
www.stpatsmccook.com

A Message from Father Gary Brethour
Dear Parents,
The recent heart breaking deaths of members of our community
brings home the message and emphasizes the value of St. Patrick
School that provides a curriculum grounded in the Gospel message of Salvation in Jesus’ life, death and Resurrection. In other
words, a curriculum that answers the age old questions regarding the meaning of
life and why does it seem bad things happen to good people?
I am going to give you all some homework. Could you answer someone’s sincere
question regarding the mystery of suffering? We need to be able to answer this
for ourselves before we get confused and discouraged and our faith weakened.
Fr. Mike Schmitz has a great podcast called “The Bible in a Year.” Day 25 is entitled “Job’s Questioning.” In his podcasts Fr. Schmitz reads from Sacred Scripture
and at the end has a commentary. On day 25 his commentary discusses, “Where is
God in Job’s suffering? Today, Fr. Mike dives into Job’s questions as he wrestles
with his suffering. We learn that God always uses our suffering for a purpose although we may not understand it in the moment. Today’s readings are Genesis 47
– 48, Job 39 -40, and Psalm 16. For the complete reading plan, text CATHOLICBIBLE to 33-777 or visit https://media.ascensionpress.com/category/ascensionpodcasts/bibleinayear/
Doing a search for https://.ascensionpress.com/suffering will take you to a number of good articles to help come to understand this everyday mystery of life and
God’s love and mercy. Articles I recently read include: “Where is God When
Tragedy Strikes,” by Isabella Bruno. “St. Pio of Pietrelcina and Five Tips for Making Suffering Redemptive,” by Colin MacIver. “The School of Trust During
Stormy Seas,” by Thomas Griffin. “Purgatory Is a Person, Not a Place,” by Sonja
Corbitt. The following books by Fr. Benedict J. Groeschel, C. F. R. also provide
great resources:
1. Tears of God—Persevering in the Face of Great Sorrow or Catastrophe
2. After This Life—What Catholics Believe About What Happens Next
3. Arise from Darkness—What To Do When Life Doesn’t Make Sense
After you do some reading, to complete your homework, you need to spend a
good amount of time in quiet prayer and meditation. In the school of silence (that
is prayer) with Jesus we can begin to receive the grace to grasp the message of Salvation and the mystery of suffering.

Knights News
As Christians, the world is looking to all of us for the answer to the
age old question that was on Job’s mind. The world is looking for
our witness of joy in the midst of this crazy world.
The peace that only comes from a life lived in, and with, and for
Jesus Christ.
This formation ideally starts at home and is supported
by a child’s school. Thank you for making this a reality
for your student by their attendance at St. Patrick
School. Now we need to do our God given homework.
Do what Mary and Joseph did. How many times does
the Bible mention that Mary pondered some mystery in
her heart? She prayed. Mary and Joseph meditated on
the mysteries they encountered and what they learned
from Jesus.
God bless and have a joy filled and holy Lent.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Let’s keep our students
hydrated—please remember to send a water bottle to school
with your child. Drinking fountains are available for refills

Our condolences to Mrs. Nokes and her sons
Trevor and Parker as they mourn the loss
of their husband and father. You are in our
prayers.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
BY MRS. REBECCA REDL

Lent began this year on Wednesday, February 17th. During Lent, I look
forward to our 2 o’clock outs so our teachers and I can enjoy some retreat time during our Lenten journey. Lent is only 40 days, and our sacrifice, or what we choose to give up, is a language of love for God. Denying ourselves something we enjoy is a simple and clear way to remember
all that Christ has sacrificed on our behalf. But focusing on what we are
giving up is not the only way to get the most out of Lent. My grandma’s
rule was always if you cut something out of your life in Lent, you need to
add something spiritual. Our students at St. Patrick’s are lucky to have
the opportunity to attend Stations of the Cross every Friday afternoon
during Lent. As families during this time, you may be thinking what can
we do as a family to grow spiritually during Lent? A few ideas I have run
across through the years are; read a Lenten devotional book together,
make a weekly adoration/holy hour, pray the Rosary or a decade of the
Rosary before you eat, or go an hour or a night without TV. All of these
can seem like a ‘sacrifice’, but that is what Lent is for. To help us grow
spiritually, have a greater openness to the Word of God, build a closer
relationship with Our Savior, grow stronger will through self-denial and
a greater zeal for our faith are just a few of the wonderful things we can
gain in our Lenten sacrifice.
I will continue to pray for your families as we enter into our Lenten journey together. May your family be filled with the grace and courage to
make Lent a time for growth and penance.
Lent.
A time to turn to God.
To repent.
To prepare.

Lent.
Don't waste it.

Sam shows the simple
machine he built.
4

Dear Parents,
In this confused, often pagan, society, raising children who embrace their Faith to rise above worldliness
seems a daunting task. However, getting children involved
in charity allows them a chance to help others and make a
difference in the world. It brings them happiness and starts
them on a lifetime journey of wanting to continue to help
others. During this Lenten season, I thought it would be
beneficial to St. Patrick students to have a chance to donate to a charity called Hope of the Poor.

Hope of the Poor is a non-profit Nebraska-based organization started by Craig Johring who
grew up as a country boy in Nebraska and now lives in Mexico City where he cares for the poor.
The mission helps get drug-addicted kids off the streets, works to end human trafficking, rescues
homeless families and finds employment for them, gives food and love to the many people who live
in the city dump, and raises money so that children living in the dump can attend school.
My son, Father Carson Kain, has led a mission trip to Mexico City for the past three years to
work alongside Craig and other volunteers. He has high praise for Hope of the Poor and has met
many people there whose lives have been transformed.
If our students could do extra chores to earn a few cents to donate to the mission, then they
would reap the benefit of knowing how to sacrifice for others and would build a love for others less
fortunate than themselves. Of course, any donations from family or friends would be welcome, but I
feel it’s important also for the kids to have to sacrifice their own time and efforts to truly gain the satisfaction of knowing that they’ve made a difference.
Donations may be brought to the school office. Any checks should be written to the school.
Thank you, and please check out Hope of the Poor at the following link: https://
www.missionsofhope.org/craigjohring .
Sincerely,
Mrs. Tama Kain

This jar
is in the
office
for your
donations.
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MRS. JENIFER JACOBS
LIBRARIAN
me that Lent is about overcoming the flesh. So why was I
so struck by this comment? I mean it moved me to think
deeper. To see what I’m really capable of!! It was because of the degree of sacrifice! I’ve been asked not to
mention it, so you’ll have to trust me that it is quite
amazing! Lent is not a time for people to notice how
good or how bad we do. It’s more about giving something back. Sacrificing for purpose!! We are all capable
of much more then we credit ourselves for. Be AMAZING this lent. Be an OVERCOMER. Here is a verse that
has helped me this lent, I hope it helps you.

OVERCOME
We were having a discussion at work. I asked the loaded question, which I am notorious for it seems, ;) “what
is everyone doing for lent?” It’s interesting how people
approach this question differently. Some like to share and
some don’t, some are excited and some visibly dread it. I
definitely fall into the “dreading lent” category!! It’s not
that I hate Lent, it is two things. 1. I really don’t like being told I can’t have something! Even if it is me that
comes up with it. 2. Not one person notices how hard
you work, unless you cheat, then of course EVERYONE
notices!!
I was struck by one answer to my question though. It was
an answer that I am positive I was meant to hear to adjust
my attitude. One particular person surprised me with the
degree of sacrifice they were willing to do, and it inspired me to do more. I even argued a little, and was put
back in line. They said to me, “after all lent IS a time to
overcome the flesh…right? To overcome, to stick it out,
stay in the fight and sacrifice for our Lord. You know,
imagine it, that person you see in your head, crawling to
the finish line. The one we all hope that we can be!!
I always knew the flesh was weak. Many people have told

“I have told you these things so that in me you
may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble, but take heart! I have overcome the
world.”
John 16:33
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MRS. LARA STEWART

KINDERGARTEN

M- Many words we are reading and learning to see,
Please continue to practice at home with me.

A- All shapes in math we have learned are such fun,
So smart we will be when we are all done!

R- Ready to write sentences, we’ve learned all the parts,
Punctuation marks excite us, bless our little hearts!

C- Christ is the image we want to follow each day,
Stations of the Cross we will learn to pray.
H- How many ways can we count to 100? By ones, twos,
fives, and tens you will see,
If we can get them all, it’s ice cream...yippee!
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON
1ST GRADE
Wow….what a busy and snowy winter we have had. I
know the kids are still praying for some more snow days,
but I am just praying for some normal school weeks! It
seems we have so much to learn and do and the weeks have
been so short! A huge thank you to all the parents who
helped with the Valentine’s Day party, we had yummy
treats and fun games!

new unit of reading graphs and charts. We are working
hard to learn our Math facts to earn a banana split at the
end of the year. Please continue to practice the math flash
cards at home and use our mental math strategies. These
can be tough – but like I tell the kids; “We can do hard
things!” so keep practicing!
This class has become quite good at reading, so be sure to
praise your kiddos at home and let them read aloud whenever you can! What a beautiful season of Lent we are now
in. Yes, it may be difficult to deny ourselves those little
treats – but this act of penance is so good for our souls!

We are finishing up our 4 Unit in Reading and have
learned about biographies, folktales, and poetry. In Science
we have been learning about where food comes from and
how to have a well-balanced diet. In Math we are starting a
th
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MS. KHALEY LEE
2ND GRADE
Spring is almost here and I am so excited! Thank
you to everyone who brought treats and drinks
to the Valentine’s Day party. Another thank you
for coming to conferences to chat about your
students! Here is what we have been up to and
what March will bring!
We wrapped up our two chapters on money,
and now we are moving on to time. There is
only one chapter of time, so after we finish with it we will start with our place
value of the hundreds. Earlier this year we
practiced with place value of the tens and
ones, now we are going to advance what
we know by moving on to the next place
value level.

2nd grade students chose a
teacher or staff member to
write a friendly letter to.
When they delivered their
letters they took a photo
with the recipient.

We will finish up our chapters of light
and sound in science before heading into
our next unit. The next unit will focus on
health. We will learn about keeping our
bodies healthy and our teeth healthy as
well..

Above: Adelyn and Mrs.
Peterson;
Right: Amiya and Mrs. Arterburn;

Left: Charlotte and
Mrs. Bortner;

Right: Ana and Mrs.
Redl
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Above, left: Greyson and Mrs. Fritsch;
Above right: Celia and Mrs. Smith;
Center: Kade and Fr. Lorens;
Below left: Kylie and Mrs. Hilker;
Below right: Hayden and Mr. Wieser.
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Above left: Matthew
and Mrs. Jacobs

Above right: Naomi
and Ms. Geisler

Far Left: Ryder and
Mr. Dauwen

Left: Kate and Ms.
Lee
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MRS. LINDA BREWSTER

3RD GRADE
2ND GRADE RELIGION
Thank you to all of the parents that are sending
snacks for our ITBS testing.
We are almost finished with our units on multiplication and have begun division. Please keep
practicing the multiplication flash cards each
night to keep your student from forgetting them.
It is important that you practice them during the
summer also, as they will not be retaught next
year. They will be expected to know them next
year, so that they can move on to multiplying
larger numbers.
Students are shown with their own handmade
simple machines. Show right: Vivie
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Top left: Galilea; Top right: Addison
Bottom left: Annabelle; Bottom right: Corbyn
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Top: Jed
Bottom Left: Kali

Bottom Right: Lily
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Above: Marvin
Center: Sam
Right and bottom: Penelope
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MRS. TAMA KAIN

4TH GRADE
The fourth-grade class loves to be outdoors, regardless of whether frigid temperatures or warm temperatures prevail. I
love that they enjoy God’s natural world and romping in it. They were disheartened upon learning that their gaga ball
games with Father Wirth were postponed, but they did enjoy a nice Valentine’s Day party with hilarious games, tasty
snacks, and lots of smiles. Academics have proven a little more challenging last month with more complex multiplication,
a multitude of punctuation rules, and a lot of short days which lessened time to practice the new skills. Soon the students
will be moving into the last unit of their science books, and they will be learning division. Please help them memorize all
their multiplication facts which they will need to know to master division and to earn their banana splits. What generous
hearts these students possess! Already they have contributed $46.80 to Hope of the Poor! I hear that some of them are
asking to do many chores like washing dishes and cleaning the house to earn money. That sure warms my heart, and I bet
the heavenly hosts are smiling down upon them!
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However brothers and sisters, Lent is a
time of spiritual renewal. Through
penitential practices, namely through
5—6 RELIGION
There’s no denying it: February is
the works of prayer, fasting, and almswithout a doubt the most chalgiving, all throughout Lent we are
lenging month of the year. (This opinion was further soprovided the grace-filled opportunities of strengthening
lidified in view of the first half of the month with the bitour will to reject bodily pleasures for the sake of the Spirter cold and snow…)
itual Treasure of greater Eternal Communion with God
and His Divine Will. Such reality is achieved most fully
Throughout my time in the seminary, a common reality
and powerfully on Easter Sunday.
amongst the seminarians, rector, faculty, and formation
FR. BRIAN WIRTH

advisers always was to not make any major life or discernment decisions during the month of February because everybody is in a depressed and sullen mood throughout its
entirety. Wait until March, the beginning of Spring, the
Easter Season, etc., THEN continue to discern your vocation!

All throughout Lent, in the ups and downs of our Lenten
battlefields, we are constantly reminded that we are sinners and that we desperately need a Savior. Thankfully for
our sake, God the Father has provided us One in His Most
Beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Ultimately, a plausible goal for
all of us this Lent should be that, after forty days, have I
deepened my relationship with the Risen Christ, but
more, in my person and through my sacrifices in union
with Christ, do I resemble more fully to myself and to the
world the Risen Christ? Let this be the challenge and goal
for all of us this Lent brothers and sisters!

Now, I can’t say that ALL of February is bad. Being from
Nebraska City and having attended Lourdes Central Catholic, I do always look forward to February 11th which is
the Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes and Our Blessed
Mother’s encounter with St. Bernadette Soubirous.

So yes, while February may be the most challenging
month of the calendar year, may we not lose sight on the
importance of the Lenten Season. As we continue to grow
in relationship with Our Lord this Lent, may we never be
afraid to ask Him to help carry our crosses in the battle of
life, and in the end, may we and every aspect of our lives
be more conformed to Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

As I am still within my first year of my Priesthood, I am
still experiencing many “firsts” so to speak. Therefore,
February has not been all bad as I was able to celebrate for
the first time as a Priest Mass on the Feast Day of Our
Lady of Lourdes. Truly, in a challenging month, it was a
very joy-filled and memorable first for me.
But the month of February is also challenging for us because more often than not as a Church all of us are fully
entrenched within the Lenten Season. While Lent is extremely needed and physically and spiritually beneficial
for us, there are not many people (if any) who legitimately look forward to the Season of Lent.

Please be assured of my prayers for all of you during this
Season of Lent! May we suffer together but above all, let
us rejoice in Christ together!
“We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you, because by
your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.”
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MS. TAYLOR GEISLER

best way of going about expressing yourself and
reading about how others do so through writing and
5TH GRADE HOMEROOM
reading.
This first week in March we are stepping
MATH GRADES 5 & 6—READING 6 & 7
away from the book and competing in “Book March
ADVANCED READING 8—READING GRADES 6 –8
Madness” for a fun reading activity during testing week.
Have your student practice their speech on you to see if
th
5 Math
their favorite book would be a good read!
Time seems to be moving faster and faster with each
7th Reading
new month! The fifth graders are finishing up the unit
We are moving onto Collection 5 in seventh grade
with dividing decimals. Soon we will move onto the next
reading which has the theme of “The Stuff of Consumer
unit leaving behind decimals and focusing on data and staCulture”. This collection has some entertaining and intertistics. We’ll soon be going over finding the mean, mediesting stories that will lead to discussions on how we live
an, mode, and range which I know they will succeed in.
our lives and what we put importance on. I always enjoy
Along with analyzing sets of data we will be looking at and
listening to their ideas and opinions, they seem to come
creating our own graphs different times throughout the
up with creative thoughts! Before we get too far into the
unit.
new collection we are going to go back to our perfor6th Math
mance books and work on Literary Analysis Essays before
The sixth graders are finally moving on from fractions,
quarter three ends. Hard to believe we are just a couple
however they will still be popping up in just about every
weeks away from quarter four!
lesson in this chapter as well. We are now moving our
8th Reading
focus onto ratios, proportions, and percents. We’ve done
The eighth graders are close to finishing A Tale of Two
bits and pieces of ratios and proportions preparing for IoCities by Charles Dickens. After a few days of reading and
wa Testing so I know they will pick up these concepts easdiscussing the book as a class, they figured out it wasn’t as
ily. We will be taking it as slow as we need to ensure unbad as past students have been telling them. This book is
derstanding. Next up is geometry which might be a nice
one of the harder novels to read and tends to drag on in
change of pace.
places but they are doing well with picking out the most
th
6 Reading
important scenes and dissecting them as best they can.
Our current collection’s theme is “Making your Voice
Hopefully we can finish the book off strong and move onHeard”. We’ve been having great discussions covering the
to our last novel, Hiroshima.
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MS. STEPHANIE SYDOW
6TH GRADE HOMEROOM

5th Reading

READING GRADE 5—8

We continue to learn new vocabulary words, decode and
practice fluency in short stories that are located in our Journeys textbook. We learned a new strategy on how to store
the meaning of vocabulary words into our long term
memory. The kiddos loved it so much they asked to do it
again! We continue to annotate and write a response to
literature (RTL) for almost all of the stories that we read.
The kiddos are becoming VERY skilled at these tasks. Our
class book discussions are much more meaningful as the
kiddos are stating evidence (with proper citation) from the
text to support and back up their answers to my questions. We have also learned some higher level thinking
skills with inferencing and compare/contrast. It is so refreshing to see these concepts that were taught at the beginning of the year come full circle. I am so proud of these
students for working so hard to become successful readers!

ENGLISH 5—8

It is so hard to believe that it is already March. I guess the
saying “time flies when you are having fun” IS true! We
have been working so hard in Reading and English since
being back in school second semester. I can’t wait to share
with you what we have learned.

5-8 English
We spent several weeks studying Problem-Solution essays.
This type of writing is based off of Evidenced Based Writing
(EBW) in that it includes the same paragraph structure but
the thesis (claim) is now the proposed solution to the problem. This has been an excellent review of EBW and has
allowed the students to practice their skills with a new goal.
We also learned about additional parts of speech; verbs,
adverbs and adjectives. We have been practicing how to
correctly label each of these parts of speech (nouns, articles, and direct objects too) in a sentence as well as how to
diagram (my favorite part!) them. After ITBS testing, we
will move onto Argumentative Writing. I am so excited to
see how the students learned skills and talents help them to
craft amazing essays as we move closer to the end of the
year. We have written a few short papers as a spiral review
for Narrative Writing and even tried our hand at writing to
“Cautious Cupid” as he/she was seeking marriage advice. I
am so proud of each of the kiddos as their writing has really
shown lots of growth since we first started our journey in
August!

8th Reading
We are currently reading short stories in our Collections
textbook. We have a laser focus on daily vocabulary, reading fluency and verbal discussions as we work towards automaticity and comprehension. Like the fifth grade class, we
learned the same vocabulary strategy to help us store our
new vocabulary words and meanings into our long term
memory. We also annotate and write RTL’s on a consistent basis and we can now do it with great ease and confidence. Everyone is so excited for our new book study that
we will be starting in the near future. I am so proud of this
class as their hard work and dedication is paying off and I
am blessed to be a small part in their journey!
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Student Council
Mrs. Fritsch, Sponsor
The basketball season ended and the Student Council were
hoping to run both the door and concession stand, but it didn’t work out this year for the concession stand. Hopefully,
next year. I would like to Thank all the members of the 2020

– 2021 St. Pat’s Student Council. They did a great job this
year! They are 8th grade (Jack, Zach, Becca, Rebecca, Aubrey, Emma, Natalie,) 7th grade (Gabe, Laney, & Jaylea,)
and 6th grade (Hayden & Lee).
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ

ART K—8 COMPUTER 5—8

March is considered Youth Art Month and there is so much for
our students to celebrate.
In the month of March the 7th and 8th grade students will be participating
in the McCook Art Guild Open Art Show. The Art department will pay
for half of the entry fee for those students participating. All 7th and 8th
grade students are required to enter in the competition The amount due
by students is $2.50. Prizes will be given for Best of Show, 1st place, 2nd
place and 3rd place as well as a People’s Choice Award, and 5 Honorable
Mentions. Please have the student’s fee for the show to the school no
later than March 10th. The show will be on public display March 20 –
31th during regular business hours of 10am – 4:00pm Tuesday and Saturday; and 1 pm to 4 pm Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at the
McCook Art Center, 209 Norris Ave. Also on Saturday, March 20th
there will be a public reception for the student artists at 1:00 – 4:00pm.

Due to the generosity of John Clesson and the members of the McCook
Art Guild, our 8th Grade students will be going on an all-day field trip, to
the Fine Art Center down town on March 23. The students will create a
stained glass work of art thanks to all the glass being donated by the
McCook Art Guild. There are many more supplies needed to make this
workshop for the 8th Grade a success so if there is anyone will to contribute to
this
project and make our day a success please contact Mrs.
Hinz at the school. Some materials needed: Soldering
irons, glass cutters, glass grinders, lead-free or
60/40 solder for stain glass (safe for student use).
Students will be bringing home the information on the
fees to participate in this workshop.
The students are doing an amazing job and they should be
very proud of their accomplishments but in order for anyone to do well at anything it takes practice. I encourage
the students to practice their art skills at home through
the use of sketchbook assignments, free draw opportunities or just have time to play with art materials, because
everyone needs a chance to use their creative skills. Art,
not only is a passion for some people, it is an obsession
that needs to be nurtured, at every open opportunity. As
artist Bill Leak said “Obsession is a driving force, a gift
rather than a difficulty. Obsessive people do the things
they believe in, about which no one else can see the
point . . . Picasso wouldn't have churned out the same
number of documented works of art if he hadn't been obsessed. If Beethoven hadn't been obsessed with music he
probably would have given the game away when he realized he was deaf.” So taking the time to practice creating
art is one of the biggest ways to nurture our creative side.
Who knows, maybe art is YOUR obsession too.
22
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MRS. LORI HILKER
VOCAL MUSIC K-8
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8
Psalm 105:2

2

Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his
wonderful acts.

Oh, how I have missed being able to sing at Mass! Many students have let me know in various ways that they have
missed it, too. Thanks be to God things seem to be better and we are starting to sing again on Sundays. We need to be
cautious and sing gently, but still, we get to SING! I’m so very happy hopeful that we have singing at School Masses.
1stand 2nd grade students are really working on music reading
skills right now!
Most Fridays we will be learning to play songs on glockenspiel
bells.
So far we have learned C, D, E, and F. We have played quarter
notes, half notes and whole notes.
The 4th grade students are learning how to play recorders
via a method called “Recorder Karate”. Students test on individual
songs to be awarded ‘belts’ of different colors.

5th – 8th grade music students will have a Recital this spring on a date
which has yet to be determined. 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade Band
members will be performing solos and/or in small ensembles. All
5th – 8th grade students have the opportunity to sing vocal solos and
have ensemble entries, too. This does require some one-on-one instruction with me either before or after school. I plan to work toward the possibility of having a Spring Program. Hopefully the
world will look a little more normal soon.
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Wow….
687 tickets were sold in
3 weeks!! YOU
ARE ALL
AMAZING!!!!

100 Years 1919—2019

You have done so
amazing we are going

2

to award winners of the “Lunch of
your choice” and turn the contest into a
100 ticket club!

BRODY YAGER105 TICKETS
BRONSON FRAZIER149 TICKETS
CONTEST Period for lunch is changing
through March 18th 1pm!!! Please continue to turn in all tickets on Monday
morning as they will be tallied weekly.
Ticket sales will accumulate and when you
reach 100 tickets you will receive a
“Lunch of your choice”.
The lunch must be from a McCook Restaurant that
is open at lunch time and is on their current
lunch menu.
The lunch can include: 1 main course, 2 sides, 1
drink and 1 dessert.
The lunch will be brought to the school cafeteria on
during student’s normal lunch time.
Be sure to fill out the “Sold By” portion of the raffle
tickets.

Remember our goal is 10 tickets per student.
KEEP up the good work!
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MR. ZACH WIESER
7th HOMEROOM; 7—8 SCIENCE; 7—8 MATH; 8 ALGEBRA
BOYS BASKETBALL COACH
7th Math
In 7 grade math we are working on percentages and proportions. This chapter has proven to be difficult for the 7th
graders, but they are working very hard to do well and
understand the material. We are getting ready to begin our
Iowa Basics Testing at the beginning of the month.
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it is one of the more difficult concepts
for a student to pick up on. They are working very hard and are figuring things out.

th

8th Math
In 8 grade math we are working on percentages and proportions. This chapter has proven to be difficult for the 8th
graders, but they are working very hard to do well and
understand the material. We are getting ready to begin our
Iowa Basics Testing at the beginning of the month.
th

Algebra
In algebra the students are working on factoring polynomials. This is one of my favorite concepts to teach, however

7th Science
In 7 grade science we are working through plate tectonics. They are learning all about plate boundaries, how they
work, and why they occur. Our science fair project is well
under way! In March, we will be completing the entire
project! Some important dates to keep in mind: March 5th
the project is due and March 29th, the boards are due.
th

8th Science
In 8th science, the students are studying about work and
machines. We are going through simple and compound
machines, and why they make doing work easier and more
efficient! Our science fair project is well under way! In
March, we will be completing the entire project! Some
important dates to keep in mind: March 5th the project is
due and March 29th, the boards are due.
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EIGHTH HOMEROOM,
SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8;
SCIENCE 5 & 6

5th Grade Social Studies
We celebrated Presidents day by picking our favorite President and writing about his accomplishments and why he was
our favorite President. If you are in the school, stop by and
check them out.
The 5th graders do participate in “History Day”. They each
selected a state in the United States that they would like to
report about. We have almost completed our state reports
and are all working on our research of our pictures for our
display boards. After Easter we will display our finished projects to our parents and classmates. History Day will be on
April 15th this year. As we get closer, I will give all of you
more details on History Day. The Geography Bee was cancelled for 2020-2021. Hopefully next year we will be able to
continue with it as I know the students really enjoy it.

from that country. They will then display it during History
Day on April 15th, along with their reports, and display
boards. The Geography Bee was cancelled for 2020-2021, so
the 6th graders did not participate in it. The sixth graders did
join in on the celebration of Presidents Day and also wrote a
report on their favorite President.
7th Social Studies

The seventh graders finished up with their Civics class right
before the brake and now we are learning about our “Roots
of American History!” We will be studying the Thirteen
Colonies, the French and Indian War, and the American Revolution in the 3rd quarter. Then we will continue with the
American Revolution right up to the Civil War. The seventh
graders also joined in on the celebration of Presidents Day by
writing a list of their favorite things and accomplishments of
their favorite President. Catholic Schools week was a huge
success as I am sure you can tell from all the pictures. The
first week of March is ITBS Testing, then the Gala, and also
St. Patrick’s Day! Before you know it March is over and
right into Easter.

6th Grade Social Studies
The sixth graders finished up with their study on Australia.
What a cultural change. We have started studying about Africa and then will move into Europe and Asia. I know the students are excited about this as some of them have chosen different countries in Africa and Asia to complete their “History
Day” projects. We will be working on their History Day projects the next couple of months off and on. They chose a
country this year and will make a recipe of their favorite food
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8th Grade Social Studies
The eighth graders have just start studying about World
War II, as we finished up the Roaring Twenties, the
Great Depression, and World War I era. The 8th graders
were super excited about Catholic Schools Week as they
won the pizza party and also one of the jean days! They
also were able to participate with their Little Sisters/
Brothers during Catholic Schools week and teach them a
few dances, which we learned from studying the Roaring
Twenties. The first week of March is ITBS Testing,
which they are bringing snacks for their breaks that they

have signed up for. Then the Gala will
soon be here and also St. Patrick’s Day!
Before you know it March is over and
right into Easter.
5th Science
The 5th grade finished the chapter on
“Earth and its Resources”. We moved
right into “Weather and Space.” Chapter 7 of this unit explores how thunderstorms form, tornadoes or twisters take
shape, hurricanes, and cyclones. I think
we have a group of storm chasers in the
making, as they love this unit. We will
then move into “Earth and Sun” and
learn about what keeps the Earth moving around the sun. It should be full of
excitement!
6th Science
The 6th grade Science students completed their projects of dissecting a
frog. Everyone participated. They were very interested in the collection
of the different parts of the frog. I hope we will have time to dissect a
cow’s eye yet this year. Dissecting frogs was really a learning experience
for all of them, plus Mrs. Fritsch learned a lot about frogs! The next
unit we will be moving into will be “Human Body Systems” and Health.
It definitely should be interesting.
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Gwen and Emerson are
proud to show the desk created by their father, Leon
Maum. The desk is shown
here with the drawer open
to expose more detail. It is
made of oak and walnut. The
drawer is made from reclaimed wood. This beautiful
handmade piece of artistic
furniture is one of several
offerings on the Gift Gala
Auction. See page 24 for
more information on the
auction, and make sure to
bid on some amazing items.
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ITBS Testing Week!
March 1 –5, we are taking
tests most of the day.
Please see that your child
is well rested,

Especially during testing week!

and eats good, nutritious
food so they can do their
very best :-)

MRS. GALE SLATTERY
HEAD COOK
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! Hard to believe how fast this
school year is going! Before you know it we’ll be basking in summer sunshine!

free lunch this semester seconds and extra milk is NOT
included in that program. So you may still see an occasional lunch bill. You may also call 345-5542 to check
on your account as well.

We hope everyone is getting ready for the Gala. We are
so lucky to have St. Patrick School available for our children and grandchildren! There are so many generous
people in our community. Praying for a successful night!
Please remember to check your student’s backpack for
lunch statements. Even though everyone qualifies for
29

News of the Little Knights
MS. LAURA MILLER
PRESCHOOL TEACHER
VOLLEYBALL COACH

February has been full of lots of fun activities! In the preschool
class, we have learned and made I igloos, J jack-o-lanterns, K
keys, and L legos. We’ve started learning how to write our name
in all capitals too! We made mosaic paper hearts for Valentine’s
Day. The preschoolers have also been practicing their counting,
numbers, and shapes. We celebrated Raiden and Emmett’s February birthdays!
In the PreK classes, we learned letters I, U, and C. We also read
scholastic magazines about Valentine’s Day and dental health! We
made dot hearts for Valentine’s Day. We’ve been working more
on our numbers, counting, positional words, and writing our
name in title case. We also celebrated Maggie and Hazel’s summer birthdays and Alexander’s birthday in the PreK 4 class during
February!
The PreK 3 class hit 50 days of preschool at the beginning of February. We celebrated by dressing in
our awesome clothes from the 50’s, counting to 50
with fruit loops, and we even had root beer floats for
snack!

30

News of the Little Knights

31

News of the Little Knights

32

Sun

Mon
1 Chicken Nuggets
Baked Beans
Sweet Potato Puffs
Fruit
Cookie
Milk

Tue
2 Pork Enchilada
Bake
Vegetables
Fruit
Tortilla Chips
Milk

Fri

Sat

Pasta
Meatballs
Spaghetti Sauce
Salad
Fruit
Garlic Bread
Milk

5
Omelet
French Toast Sticks
Hash browns
Fruit
Juice
Milk

6

4

Pork Chop
Potatoes
Vegetable
Fruit
Muffin
Milk

10

Chili
Cheese Stick
Cinnamon Roll
Baby Carrots
Peaches
Milk

11 Mandarin Orange
Chicken
Fried Rice
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

12 Grilled Cheese
Sandwich
Tomato Soup
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

13

16 Roast Chicken
Mashed Potatoes
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

17

Beef Pizza
Vegetable
Fruit
Cookie
Milk

18 Corn Dog Nuggets
Baked Beans
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

19

20

22 Pulled Pork on
Bun
Baked Beans
French Fries
Fruit
Milk

23

24 Deli Sandwich on
Flatbread
Salad
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

29 Chicken Patty on
Bun
Beans
Sweet Potatoes
Fruit
Milk

30 Walking Taco
Vegetables
Salsa
Fruit
Churro
Milk

8 Hamburger on Bun 9
Baked Beans
Sweet Potato Fries
Fruit
Milk

14

15 Chicken Fajitas
Vegetables
Fruit
Tortilla Chips
Milk

28

Thu

3 Scallop Potatoes
Ham
Green Beans
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

7

21

Wed

Goulash
Vegetable
Fruit
Birthday Cake
Milk

NO
SCHOOL

25

COOK’S

26 Cheese Pizza
Baby Carrots
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

27

CHOICE

31 Pancake Wrap
Yogurt
Hash Browns
Fruit
Juice
Milk

*Menu Subject to Change*
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Go to https://www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrick-elementary-school for Newsletters, Menus, Calendars, Policies and more.
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Top Point Earners in Accelerated Reader
are pictured here with some of the Gift
Gala auction items: Adirondack Chairs
crafted by Mark Eiler and James Huffman; Hand Made Inlaid Desk by Leon
Maum; Lemonade Stand made by Steve
Yager.
Fr. Wehrs will be offering his cooking
skills for a party of six. For information
on how to bid, see page 24.
The students are working hard with their school
work, reading for AR, and also selling raffle tickets
for the Gift Gala. Please see any St. Patrick student
for your raffle tickets.

AR Top Point Earners:
3rd Grade: Kalie 11.6; Annabelle, 6.6; and Vivie 6.3
4th Grade: Alani 32; Presley, 28; and Ashlyn 15
6th Grade: Aaron, 45.8; Derick, 31; Eli 20.6
7th Grade: Addison N.; 45; Jude, 33; and Brianna 11.7
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1st Grade: Canon,
3.2; Augie 2.3; and
Katelyn 1.9;

5th Grade:
Teagan, 18; Vince,
12; Bronson, 9;

8th Grade: Ethan, 25.6; Jack 21; and
Natalie 20.8;

2nd Grade: Amiya 9.3; Celia 2.4; and
Adelyn 1.8
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