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Welcome back everyone. I have a lot on my mind. I will mention a few not
necessarily connected topics.
First of all, our staff worked very hard preparing for this new school year.
When school is not in session, Scott and others are very busy with projects
that cannot be done so easily while students are around. Examples of large
and smaller summer “vacation” projects include:
Preschool face lift (thank you to Jill Koenig and many who helped her), school
water bottle filling stations, boys’ restrooms stalls painted (thank you Webb
Body Shop), broken concrete removed and replaced for sidewalk at corner of
East 4th and F St. (Thank you Bob Burns, Pat Burns, Larry Eisenmenger, and
Brody Yeager.)
Lawn sprinkler system maintained (thank you Roy Remington.) Gym floor and
school hallways “waxed.” Carpets shampooed (thank you Aiden.) Hot water
heater replaced in church basement. Large refrigerator used by Altar Society
is fixed and ready for school year.
Continued on pg. 2
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Buses serviced and inspected (thank you Cassie
Spencer.) Preschool mini bus signage installed and
looks very good (thank you Paul Sutton.) Gaga Ball
pit improved with barn stall pads for more bounce
(thank you Jen and Brandon Jacobs, and the Knights
of Columbus.) School bell system power supply replaced. School fire alarm system maintenance.
Camera system maintenance. School and preschool
HVAC systems had a UV light and ozone air purification systems added using government grant funds.
We also have a new really fast photocopier (thank you Roseann Owens in memory of Jerry.)
I hope this helps everyone appreciate our staff and volunteers and donors who make it possible to have such
a nice school facility. I pray we all appreciate the blessings we have and treat these gifts in a responsible
manner and take care of what others have provided for us. God bless them.
Secondly, we are blessed to have a new assistant pastor. Please introduce yourself to Fr. Dale Allder. Please
pray for all of our priests. Please pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Tell your children
how blessed your family would be if one of your sons or daughters had a vocation to be a priest or religious
sister.
Third idea is that upon reflecting on the last school year we had noticeable less common cold and flu in the
building. An important common sense lesson comes to mind. If we are healthy, it is a blessing and attendance at school is a blessing. If a student is sick, it helps them and others to stay home and not spread their
cold, flu, etc. Like our mothers taught us years ago, practice good personal hygiene, cover your sneeze and
wash your hands.
My next topic is also common sense that comes from mom’s practical wisdom, go to bed early and be ready
for the morning. What a blessing a good night’s sleep is. What a difference it makes for all students and
adults. Turn of the TV, phone, and computer and get some much needed sleep.
I have almost exhausted my list. Planning for this year’s Fall Festival in underway. Soon we will be seeking
your help in volunteering to make this a fun and successful event. We are trying to make a plan that ensures
we can do things even if the spreading virus means we have to take precautions. More details coming soon.
Please pray for the Fall Festival. It will be good to do something like this together and enjoy each other’s
company.
Last ideas is a great insight I heard while listening to our 96.9 FM radio station. The priest made the point
that Satan may not tempt a really devote person to sin. But will rather tempt them to be really busy. Thereby keeping them from praying, or in some other way neglect their relationship with God. We have started a
new and busy school year. Please make sure your family’s routine includes things like an early bed time. And
a prolonged time of your own personal prayer and family prayer each day and worship on Sunday.
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Welcome back to a new and exciting school
year. As we enter this new school year, I am
hoping for one that is filled with many
unique experiences, refreshing challenges,
as well as abundant successes for our students and our school. We have an amazing
opportunity to let our children have a Catholic education and God has blessed us with a
fabulous staff that is as excited as I am to get
this year underway!! God is great!!

Welcome
Back!

I am entering my twenty-four year at St. Patrick School and my eleventh year as school
principal. I enjoy every opportunity that I
get to share in your student’s day in the
classroom, cafeteria and playground. I am
pretty sure I have the best job in the whole
world because I get to watch each of these
great students learn and grow every day!!
Thank you for sharing your students with us.
I come from a family of six children, three
boys and two girls and I am the youngest. I
grew up attending St. Mary’s Catholic School
in Ellis, KS and graduated from Dodge City
High School. I attended UNK for my bachelors as well as my maters and have called
McCook home for the past twenty-five years.
My husband, Donovan works Bureau of Reclamation. Our oldest daughter, Breanna, is in
Aurora, NE, starting her first year as a
Speech Language Pathologist. Cassidy, our
youngest, is a Physical Therapy Assistant at
Cribelli Physical Therapy in Cambridge, NE.
Each year as I watch our students grow into
young adults, my head wonders where the
time has gone and my heart swells with
pride with their accomplishments. Best of
luck to our students.
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Front row: Amanda Peterson, Lanae Fritsch, Khaley Lee, Linda Brewster, Lara Stewart
Back row: Cindi Arterburn, Stephanie Sydow, Barb Berry, Barb Bortner, Tama Kain,
Deonne Hinz, Lena Koebel, Sarah Risenhoover and Becky Redl.
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Welcome back! I am looking forward to
another great school year! I am praying
that we will be able to remain in the
classroom!! I have been a “lifer” at St.
Patrick School. I began teaching fourth
grade, moved to second grade and now
reside in the Kindergarten room. I LOVE
St. Patrick School and my Kinders! I
grew up in Haigler, NE. I attended college at UNK, met my hubby and moved
to McCook. My husband, Kevin, is an
agronomist at Frenchman Valley and
my daughter, Brooke, is in her second
year of college. She is also a proud St.
Patrick alumni! The summer flew by entirely too quickly but I managed to
knock a few things off my to do list,
spent a little time at the lake and and
just enjoyed time at home. Here is to a
great year and I look forward to seeing
everyone!
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My name is Cindi Arterburn, and I am the
kindergarten para. This is my seventh
year here at St. Patrick School, and my
fourteenth year as a para.
My husband, Tom, and I have three
grown children. They all attended this
amazing school! We have also been
blessed with eight fantastic grandchildren—four boys and four girls.

Kindergarten “A” Hats
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Hi! My name is Amanda Peterson and will be teaching first grade this year. I am
excited to finally have kids in my room so we can begin an exciting new “Adventure” in
first grade! My summer went by very fast and was filled with lots of family time, coaching/
watching Softball, running kids around, lots of baking and cooking, and catching up on a
few projects around the house.
I am married to Aaron Peterson who is an engineering tech. and partner at W Design Associates here in McCook. Aaron and I have 5 children, so I feel like we are always
on the run! Andrew is now in college in Milford, Sara is a junior and Rebecca is freshman
at McCook High. Hannah is a 6th grader here at St. Pats and our youngest daughter Lexi
will now have to practice calling me Mrs. Peterson instead of Mom J. I am excited for what
I hope to be a busy fall sports season as I watch my kids participate in softball and volleyball.
I am thrilled to start this new school year! I look forward to all that God has in store for us
this year, HE will always be our guide as we grown and learn together.
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Hello and welcome to Second Grade! This
summer has went by so fast and I am eager
to get this school year started. This is my sixth
year of teaching second grade here at St. Patrick School.

ganized. This made me realize that I am going
to start relaxing more and working less during
the summer!
Students, I can’t wait to meet you and kick
off our year together! Parents, be on the
lookout for math flashcards
in the coming weeks and
be sure to practice with
your student. I hope everyone has a safe, healthy,
and learning-filled year!

I spent this summer doing a few jobs. One
of those was teaching summer school. I
taught a 2nd grade summer school class for
four weeks in June. Another thing I did was
paint a storage container. I like to paint, but
that was a lot of painting! I also did some
things in my house to deep clean and get or-
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Sydnia, Grace,
Canon, Brody, Ariel, and Bentley
made adobe
buildings.

Gage, Easton, and Riley made
longhouses.

Katelyn, Clayton, Brekkan,
Omar, Kenlyn, and Augie
made teepees
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Welcome back to the 2021-22
school year. I pray that it is a calm
and peaceful year for us. I have
been busy with my boys going to
lots of rodeos, showing 4H pigs
and horses and golfing. I am happy to be back to St. Pat's for another year and look forward to
working with my students here.
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Hi, my name is Barb Berry. I am married to Kevin and we
have 3 boys. I grew up in Elm Creek, Nebraska, but have
lived in the Oberlin, Kansas area for 35 years. I have
worked as a special education para for 14 years. I look
forward to my new adventure here at St. Pat’s school.
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Hello and welcome to 3rd Grade! My name is Mrs. Linda Brewster and
this is my 36th year of teaching at Saint Patrick School. I have a
wonderful husband, Johnnie. Our son, David, is in college, majoring in
Civil Engineering. We love to spend time together as a family. I am an
avid quilter and I love to sew and embroider. I look forward to working
with each of your children this year. This will be a year filled with
incredible amounts of learning as well as fun!
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Tama Kain here welcoming you back to routine!
Not that you lost routine, but probably it relaxed
somewhat. For me summer still held some routine
– morning Mass, evening family rosaries, and
scheduled family meal times. But summer also
brought flexibility to my schedule – a three-week
trip to Ohio where I helped my parents mostly with
gardening, landscaping, and organizing workshops;
made a pilgrimage to a beautiful St. Joseph Church,
planted walnut trees with my son, James; ziplined
through the Hocking Hills with a good friend, visited
Lake Erie and a Civil War prisoner camp on one of
its islands, and caught up with my friends, brothers,
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, and a plethora of cousins (189 first cousins!). Here in Nebraska, I kayaked on the North Platte
River and Republican River, accommodated 8 SOLT missionaries, tended a large garden and numerous flower beds, hiked, fished,
enjoyed visits from seven of my eight children and my grandchildren, and (don’t laugh!) enjoyed 2 a.m. mouse hunts in our chicken coop.
I love the riot of colors that summer displays – the varied greens of grass and trees, vibrant pinks, purples, oranges, teals,
and reds that escort the rising and setting sun, soft pastel prairie flowers and bold yellow sunflowers, dainty spotted or
striped butterflies, bluebirds, striking yellow goldfinches, red ladybugs, bright green leopard frogs, white wispy clouds in a
pale blue sky or menacing grey clouds in a ominous dark blue sky which always stir up hope for moisture to refresh the
earth. I am so blessed because as summer gradually wanes, I have students who will bring even more color to my life with
their beaming white smiles; rosy cheeks; innocent (or not so innocent) green, blue, grey, and brown eyes; colorful written
and spoken words, beautiful art work; and radiating golden love of Christ! Every season is a blessing, and I am excited for the
colorful school year to come.
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Hello and Happy BACK TO SCHOOL from the library. My name is Lena Koebel
and I am the new librarian. I grew up in suburbs of McCook, Culbertson,
graduated from Culbertson High School and continued my education at University of Nebraska at Kearney. My degree is in Exercise Science and a minor
in Athletic Training and Nutrition. I have worked in two schools prior to joining St Pats, Heathcote Elementary in Heathcote, New York and Pound Middle School in Lincoln, Ne. Although with being in the library, I am the NEW
Head coach for volleyball. I have three girls attending St. Pats Vivie (4th), Celia (3rd) and Kenlyn (2nd). My husband Jake works at MPPD and we live in
country with our three dogs and many other farm creatures!! I’m excited to
see everyone in the halls and in the library!!!
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Psalm 118:24 This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice
and be glad.
Welcome back to school! I have missed you and am looking forward to being together again to learn and also to meet the Kindergarten and other new students.
Hopefully your summer was terrific. My husband and I stayed
busy with family and projects. We have three grown children
and eight grandchildren. We got to do some fun traveling.
While on vacation I got to see monkeys, learn how to kayak,
and go on a zip line.
I started teaching at St. Pat’s in the Fall of 2008 and I’ve been so
blessed to be able to teach so many awesome kids and to work
with some great teachers.
This school year may end up being a somewhat ‘typical’ year, or
we might have to adapt to changing circumstances. For now we
still get to gather, see each other’s faces, hear each other’s voices, pray together, learn, and make memories. Here is to finding
great solutions any challenges we may face. With the help of
The Holy Family, we’ve got this!! Let’s do our best to have a
great year!!
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I'm Fr. Dale Allder, and I feel extremely blessed to
be at St. Patrick for my first priestly assignment! I
was ordained three months ago, and I've been here
in McCook for two months. I'm originally from Lincoln, so coming out here has been a big transition,
but I've felt very welcomed by the community! I'll
be teaching 5th and 6th grade religion this year,
and I hope to share a lot of what I learned in the
seminary with my students. Make sure you say
some prayers for them, because they have to put
up with me, and I've only been officially "teaching"
for a couple of weeks now! They've been great so
far, and they have been asking great questions, so
I'm already having a blast with both classes!
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My name is Mrs. Risenhoover. I am the “new” upper grades
garden and bake from scratch. The staff at school has been very
teacher at St. Pat’s. I teach Reading and Science and I am the 5th welcoming and helpful while I “learn the ropes”! 
grade homeroom teacher. I live in McCook with my husband and
our two children. When I have free time I like to work in our
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Hello and welcome back to school! I hope everyone had a chance to
relax and enjoy some time with family and friends this summer. We
are busy getting back into the swing of things in the classroom by
discussing expectations and procedures. We will then dive right into
learning with Camp S’more Writing. This is a week-long opportunity
for kiddos to work together in teams and complete different literacy
tasks. We will keep “score” in this friendly competition as we review
skills and learn new ones.

I am so excited to be back with each of you this school year! I look
forward to continuing to learn and grow with your child. I did send
home an overview of expectations, curriculum content and general
information the first week of school. If you haven’t already seen this,
please ask your kiddo  My contact information is in that handout
but I will share it again here. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me here at school 3454546 or by email at Stephanie-Sydow@cdolinc.net. May we all have
a healthy and blessed school year!
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I feel silly writing all this once again, but for those who
are new to our parish and/or school, I will include the
details.
I was born and raised at Scottsbluff, Nebraska. I graduated from Scottsbluff Senior High School after attending
St. Agnes Grade School. (Like McCook, we did not have
a Catholic high school.) I attended UNL and earned a BS
and an MS in civil engineering. I then attended Mt. St.
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland. I was ordained a priest on May 27, 1989.
My first priestly assignment was three years as an assistant here at St. Patrick Church and School, 1989-92. I
have been honored to be the Pastor and Chief Administrative Officer here at McCook since 1999. It is amazing
to me how fast my time here in McCook has been. I
have been ordained 32 years. Twenty five of those years
have been here with all of you. Five of the seven years
when I was not assigned to McCook, I was just up the
road in North Platte during which time I saw many of
you on my days off while hunting in this area with Msgr.
Tucker.
My father and mother have both died. Please continue
to pray for the happy repose of the soul of my mother
and father and all of our faithfully departed. As a good
friend told me after my mother died, “She has been preparing for and waiting for this day all her life.” Great
point. It very important to keep in focus the purpose in
our life. It helps bring in to focus why we have St. Patrick School. To teach, form and prepare our students
with this goal in mind…. Heaven.
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Welcome back! I hope everyone had a wonderful and creative summer. I feel so blessed
to be a part of the staff here at
St. Patrick’s School, teaching
Kindergarten through 8th
Grade Art as well as Kindergarth
ten through 8 Grade Computers. This is my 14th year
here at St. Pat’s and I am looking forward to another
wonderful year.
Some information about myself and my family you
might not know. I have lived in the area for almost 27
years. My husband, Merlin is currently transports ag
and chemical products for Kuglers in Culbertson.
When he is not busy working he loves restoring old
cars, cooking and camping. We have three daughters
named Micah, Noelle, and Stacia.
Micah is 26 years old and currently living by Mancelona, Michigan. She is really enjoying herself up there
spending time with her husband Randy and 12 year
old son Anthony. Micah also found it in her heart o
bless a local family through adoption. We are so glad
the family wants us in their lives. We are now blessed
with 3 granddaughters aged 12 and almost 5 years old
twins. We are happy to have such a wonderful extended family.
Our daughter Noelle is 24 years old and served our
country in the Marine corps for 4 years and now lives
with my husband and I on our farm outside of
McCook. We are so proud of her and thankful have
her home. She is currently working for Parker hose
plant as a Hydro and Inspection Technician.
Our youngest daughter,
Stacia is 20 and lives in
McCook and currently
works for McCook Head
Start and Ag Valley Coop CStore. She is getting married in October and we are

looking forward to
celebrating her big
day and welcoming
a new son-in-law
Alex Logan. When
she is not planning
the wedding and
working she also
keeping busy with
her puppy named
Minna and she is so
tiny compared to
our dogs .
I also can’t forget
my very large dogs
Miura who is now 5
years old and Noelle’s dog named Khal who is now 2 years old. They
both are Great Danes and keep my family entertained
by their silly shenanigans. I also have a cat named Rue
along with several chickens.
I have had a very busy summer. I was blessed with an
opportunity to travel to Michigan to visit our oldest
daughter this summer as well as visit several national
parks in northwest Nebraska with my best friend
Michele. When I was not doing that I would be taking
care of our very large garden. Our family did find time
to go to the lake this summer which was a lot of fun.
When I was not working on school or home projects, I
would keep myself busy working on some of my own
artwork. My favorite things to do is making pottery on
the pottery wheel.
I am looking
forward to another creative
year. See you
around school!
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Bob and myself visiting my
brother Tim in Kansas City.
Hi, my name is Barb Bortner. I enjoy my job as school secretary
here at St. Pats – what a great bunch of students and wonderful
crew to see every day! My husband, Bob, and I live on a farm and
ranch north of town, and I love it there. We enjoy our family and
have fun spending time with them, working with them, and going
to our grandchildren’s many varied events and activities. I am very
fortunate to have a granddaughter at school here at St. Patrick
School :-)
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This summer I was busy with refinishing several pieces of furniture, taking care of our garden, yard and flowers, and I had a blast
attending all the grandkids events, ball games, parades, and the
National High School Rodeo Finals. We also included a quick trip to
Kansas City. I sometimes enjoy bike riding as time allows. My parents live here in McCook. We enjoy visiting them and the rest of
our family, so as you may be able to see in the photos, events and
family are pretty much our circle of travel.
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Yea we are back in school! A little bit about me. My name is Mrs.
Toni Gerver and I teach P.E., all grades. I have taught at Saint Patrick School since 1999. I love working with the kids and hopefully
inspire a lifetime filled with fun activities to keep their bodies especially their hearts in tip top shape. When I am not at school I am
usually with my family. My husband Bill and I have been married 39
years. We have two sons, Nickaluas who works in Wyoming but
lives here. Chance, who has his own business here in McCook,
Chance’s Welding and Backhoe. We have one daughter Danni and
husband Walter Pedersen. My three favorite people are my grandkids, Paxton, Ashton, and Rikki Anne. I also enjoy my pets and
swimming. I look forward to an awesome year. Toni Gerver
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Our Lady Knights at Practice
It was a hot afternoon, but their hits were hotter!

Head Coach: Lena Koebel
Assistant: Jill Koenig

Lady

Schedule

Volleyball
Tuesday, September 21,2021

2:00 p.m.

Hitchcock County

Trenton

Wednesday, September 22, 2021

2:00 p.m.

Maywood Hayes Center

Maywood

Monday, October 11, 2021

2:00 p.m.

Hitchcock County Tournament

Trenton

Wednesday, October 13, 2021

1:00 p.m.

Wallace/Hayes Center Maywood

Hayes Center

Saturday, October 16, 2021

9:00 a.m. CDT

Dundy County and Others

Benkelman

Tuesday, October 19, 2021

2:00 p.m.

Southwest

Bartley
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Hello!
I am Zach Wieser. This is my 7th year
of teaching overall, and I am so excited to get back into teaching Math,
along with Algebra! I taught math for
one year in Columbus, NE and three
years at the junior high. I graduated
from the University of NebraskaKearney in 2014. I have two amazing
children. Aidyn Miller (my step-son) is
a 5th grader here at St. Pats and Jackson, who is 5 and will be at Little
Knights for preschool. We love going
out to the lake and going on bike
rides. I am so excited to get back and
jump right into learning!
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News of the Little Knights

My name is Jill Koenig and I will be the preschool teacher at
Little Knights Preschool. I am so excited to meet the kids,
their families, and get our school year started!
My husband Carl and I have been married for sixteen years.
We have been blessed with four great kids! Becca is a freshman at MHS this year. Our other three kids attend school
here at St. Pat’s. Addison is an 8th grader, Lance is a 6th grader, and Katelyn is a 2nd grader.
I want to give a huge THANK YOU to the Knights of Columbus and the Bargain Bazaar Thrift Store! With their funding
and hard work, we were able to paint the inside of the preschool and also get all new flooring over the summer! The
preschool looks fabulous! I hope to get photos up on the St.
Pat’s website soon for all to see. I also want to thank my
family and friends for all of their help getting the preschool
ready! I couldn’t have done it without you!
I will also be the Assistant Coach for our Lady Knights volleyball team! The next few months are going to be quite busy,
but also a lot of fun! Go Knights!
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Hello! My name is Tyler Sue Loop and I am the new
preschool teacher aide. My husband Tyler and I
have been married for 15 years. We have three children, Kapri is in 8th grade, Keaton is in 6th grade,
and Amity is in 1st grade. I love spending time with
my family, talking with my friends, being outside,
and golfing. I'm really excited for this new adventure and I can't wait to get to know everyone.
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Sun

5

Mon

6

Tue

7

Labor Day
—No School

12

13

14

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

4

CCD Classes
Begin

Confessions

3 First Friday
Adoration

8 Faculty Meetings 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays @
3:30 p.m.

9

10

11

15

16

Progress Reports
Sent Home

19

20

Health Checks

17

18

24

25

School Pictures
Volleyball Pictures

21 Volleyball vs.
Hitchcock Co. @
Trenton

22 Volleyball vs.
Maywood/
Hayes Center
@ Maywood
2:00 pm

23

Faculty Meeting
3:30 p.m.
26

27

28

29

30

33

Upcoming
Next
Month:
Fall
Festival
October
10th

menu
Sun

5

Mon

6

NO
SCHOOL

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

Chicken & Rice
Casserole
Vegetables
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

2 Walking Taco
Beans
Corn
Fruit
Milk

3 Grilled Cheese
Tomato Soup
Vegetables
Fruit
Milk

4

7 Hamburger on
Bun
Baked Beans
Sweet Potato Fries
Fruit

8

Goulash
Vegetable
Fruit
Roll or Muffin
Milk

9 Chicken Fajita
Vegetables
Fruit
Milk

10

11

Omelet
Breakfast Cookie
Hashbrown
Fruit
Juice
Milk

12

13 Hot Dog on
Bun
Baked Beans
Sweet Potatoes
Fruit
Milk

14 Deli Sandwich
On Flatbread
Salad
Fruit
Milk

15 Chicken & Noodles 16 Meatballs
Mashed Potatoes
Pasta
Vegetable
Spaghetti Sauce
Fruit
Vegetable
Dinner Roll
Fruit
Milk
Garlic Bread
Milk

17 Fish Sandwich
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

18

19

20 Pulled Pork
Sandwich
Baked Beans
Sweet Potatoes
Fruit
Milk

21 Chef Salad w/
Ham & Cheese
Vegetable
Fruit
Breadstick
Milk

22 Mandarin Orange
Chicken
Fried Rice
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

23 Sloppy Joe on
Bun
Vegetables
Fruit
Milk

24 Cheese Pizza
Baby Carrots
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

25

26

27 Corn Dog
Nuggets
Vegetables
Fruit
Birthday Cake
Milk

29 Scallop Potatoes
Ham
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

30

28 Chicken
Quesadilla
Beans
Salsa
Fruit
Milk

COOK’S
CHOICE

*Menu Subject to Change*
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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