
 As we settle into our routines 
with the start of school, we can exam-
ine ourselves regarding our spiritual 
routine.  Regarding prayer time, if we 
do not plan it, it usually does not hap-
pen.   
 People would ask St. Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta, “What will convert 

America and save the world?”  “My 
answer is prayer.  What we need is for 
every parish to come before Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament in holy hours of 
prayer.”  The advice of a wise and 
holy servant of God. 
 What difference can a holy 
hour spent in the Real Presence of Jesus 

in the Blessed Sacrament make?  The 
person who gave this testimony wants 
to remain anonymous.  A Vietnam War 
veteran told his wife, who told me, that 
he had not been able to experience 
any kind of peace since his time as a 
young man in Vietnam.  That is until this 
man started spending an hour each 
week in prayer in the presence of Je-
sus, truly present in the tabernacle on 
the altar at church.  He felt peace from 
the first time he made a holy hour.  As 
his wife told me, “He became so very 
peaceful and was then able to have a 
spiritual connection with God.  Only 
then could he feel God’s forgiveness.” 
 No Jesus. No peace.  Know 
Jesus. Know peace.  Now make this a 
great, holy school year for your family 
by including Jesus in your daily routine.  
Schedule your time with Jesus. Plan it. 

Do it.  “What will convert America?”  
Prayer. Yours and mine. 
 
 Sincerely yours in Christ,  
 
 
 
 
Fr. Gary Brethour   
  

Dear Parents, 

 
 Our school year 
is off and running.  Are 
you still running around 
in a panic some morn-

ings? 
 There was an 

article in the Gazette published on 
Friday, July 27, 2018, that had some 
good practical advice entitled: Calm 
the chaos on busy school mornings.  
These are common sense tips that are 
not done commonly enough.   
 Make use of the night before.  
The more that can be done the night 
before, the less stress in the morning 
running around.  Examples include 
taking bathes/showers, packing back-
packs and gym bags, and fixing 
lunches. 
 Get to bed earlier!!  My ob-
servation of my own sleep and seeing 
students dragging says this is a huge 
deal.  “Sleep experts say that if you 
need to rely on an alarm clock to get 
up in the morning, you may not be 
getting enough sleep. The National 
Sleep Foundation says school-aged 
children should get 9 to 11 hours 
sleep a night.”  I have seen many arti-
cles discussing athletic training and 
competing that says you need sleep to 
build muscle tissue, or perform well.  
Same with the brain. 
 Following a schedule is also 
recommended.  Daily routines are 
helpful at home and school.  Kids 
know what to expect and can be 
more mentally prepared. 
 Lastly, staying organized is 
stressed to reduce the stress in the 
mornings.  Have a routine regarding 
coats, and gloves, and car keys and 
lunches.  Have a consistent place to 
put school work and when and where 
to do it and file it. 

Message from Father Brethour  

St. Patrick Elementary School 
4 01  Ea s t  F  S t re e t ,  M cCo ok ,  Neb ra ska  

 Please return paperwork 

that was sent home the first 

day of school  and/or check 

your child’s backpack. 
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VISITORS 

TO: Parents/Employees of St.  Patrick School 
As you may recall from previous year’s notifi-

cations, the Institute for Environmental Assessment (IEA) 
inspected St.  Patrick School in 1988 and re-inspected 
St. Patrick School in 1991, 1994, 1997, 2008, and 
2009 and October 12, 2011 and found no asbestos 
containing material in the building.   
 In continuing to follow the management plan 
developed by IEA for our school, we are confident that 
we are complying with the Environmental Protections 
Agency’s rules and regulations while we protect the 
health of St.  Patrick’s students and staff.  Detailed de-
scriptions of St.  Patrick’s operations and management 
activities are available for review both at the school 
office and the Diocesan Chancery. 
 The asbestos program manager for St.  Pat-
rick’s School is Fr. Ron Prochaska of Alfred Benesch & 
Company, 825 M ST STE 100 Lincoln NE 68508, 402-
479-2296. 
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 Parents are welcome to visit their child’s classroom 
for part of the school day.  These occasional visits must be 
arranged in advance, and parents, as all visitors, are to re-
port first to the office where they are asked to sign in and 
receive a visitor sticker badge that must be worn during 

school visit.  

ATTENDANCE AND EXCUSED ABSENCE 

 Regular attendance is necessary to a child’s pro-
gress.  If a child is going to be absent from school, parents 
are to please notify the school office by phone (345-4546) 
between 8:00 and 8:30 a.m.  Parents please give the stu-
dent’s name, student’s grade, and reason for the student’s 
absence.  A signed excuse is required upon the student’s re-
turn to school.  Students who have been absent will be ex-
pected to make up work they have missed.  A written request 
from the parents is required for a pupil to leave school be-
fore dismissal time.   
 Persistent absenteeism creates a genuine hardship 
for a student and is regarded as a very serious problem.  If 
a student is absent beyond 10 days or more per semester or 
more than 20 days in a given school year, he/she will be 
considered for retention should his/her school work have fall-
en behind.   
 Consequence may include: parent conferences, refer-
ral to local law enforcement agencies and referral to social 

services for educational neglect.  

MEDICATION 

Prescription drugs and over-the counter medi-

cine should, whenever possible, be dis-
pensed by a parent or guardian.  Three 
times a day dosage may be given before 
school, after school and at bedtime.  All 
prescription and/or over-the counter medi-
cation must be in the original, labeled con-

tainer when brought to the school office.  The prescribing 
doctor’s name must be on all prescriptions.  
 NO prescription and/or over-the counter medication 
will be administered unless accompanied by the complete-
ly filled out Medication Permission Form with the following 
information; student’s name and date, complete name of 
prescription/medicine, amount of dosage, times to be given/
how often to be given and the length of time the student will 
be taking. Authorized parent/guardian signature giving per-
mission to dispense. 
 Students will not be permitted to keep any medica-
tion in his/her desk/locker.   All medications are locked in 

the sick room. 

NOTIFICATION LETTER FOR ST. PATRICK, 

MCCOOK 

Please continue to save and collect these 
items: Our Family Labels, Box Tops for 
Education, Land O Lakes Lids, Aluminum 
cans, and Schmick’s Market Cash Register 
Receipts dated June 1, 2018 through May 
31, 2019. WE NO LONGER ACCEPT USED INK 

CARTRIDGES OR CELL PHONES. Aluminum cans may be taken 
to the designated area by the Rectory.  The other items 
may be brought to the school office.  Just have your chil-
dren put their name on the labels, box tops, cash regis-
ter receipts and cartridges as we will draw three win-

ners each week for prizes/candy. 

WEEKLY DRAWING 

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 

 Please note date change. Parent/Teacher Con-
ferences will be Thursday, September, 27th from 2:00 - 
4:30 pm and 5:30 - 7:30 pm. Please plan on attending 

your children’s P/T conferences. 



FR. GARY BRETHOUR, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

 I feel silly writing all this once again, 
but for those who are new to our parish and/
or school, I will include the details.  
 I was born and raised at Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska. I graduated from Scottsbluff Sen-
ior High School after attending St. Agnes 
Grade School.  (Like McCook, we did not 
have a Catholic high school.)  I attended UNL 
and earned a BS and an MS in civil engi-

neering.  I then attended Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmits-
burg, Maryland. I was ordained a priest on May 27, 1989.   

My first priestly assignment was three years as an 
assistant here at St. Patrick Church and School, 1989-92. I 
have been honored to be the pastor and Chief Administra-
tive Officer here at McCook since 1999. It is amazing to 
me how fast my time here in McCook has been.  I have 
been ordained 29 years. Twenty-two of those years have 
been here with all of you. Five of the seven years when I 
was not assigned to McCook, I was just up the road in 
North Platte during which time I saw many of you on my 
days off while hunting in this area with Msgr. Tucker. 

My brother Vern and his wife, Mary, live in Hunts-
ville, Alabama. My sister, Rita, and her husband, Roger, 
live in Scranton, North Dakota. Our challenge is to start 
some new family traditions regarding when and where we 
are going to get together as a family without the old home 
base of mom and dad. 

I do appreciate all of your kindness to me and in-
volving me in your family events. I do not get to see my 
brother and sister and their families as much as I would like 
to, and being a part of your families is a wonderful spiritu-
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MRS. REBECCA REDL, PRINCIPAL 

 Welcome back to a new and exciting school year.  
As we enter this new school year, I am hoping for one that 
is filled with many unique experiences, refreshing challeng-
es, as well as abundant successes for our students and our 
school. We have an amazing opportunity to let our children 
have a Catholic education and God has blessed us with a 
fabulous staff that is as excited as I am to get this year 
underway!! God is great!! 
 I am entering my twenty-second year at St. Patrick 
School and my ninth year as school principal.  I enjoy every 
opportunity that I get to share in your student’s day in the 
classroom, cafeteria and playground. I am pretty sure I 
have the best job in the whole world because I get to watch 
each of these great students learn and grow every day!! 
Thank you for sharing your students with us.  
 I come from a family of six children, three boys 
and two girls, and I am the youngest. I grew up attending 
St. Mary’s Catholic School in Ellis, KS, and graduated from 

Dodge City High School. I attended UNK for my bachelor’s 
as well as my master’s and have called McCook home for 
the past twenty-four years.   
 My husband, Donovan, works for the Bureau of 
Reclamation. Our oldest daughter, Breanna, is studying 
Speech Pathology at UNK. Cassidy, our youngest, is a 
freshman at Colby Community College. We spent the 
majority of our time at the lake, golf course, and visiting 
family. Each year as I watch our students grow into young 
adults, my head wonders where the time has gone and my 
heart swells with pride with their accomplishments. Best of 
luck to our students.   

to, and being a part of your families is a wonderful spir-
itual consolation. Your material and especially spiritual 
welfare are very important to me. The title a man is giv-
en when he is ordained a priest is “Father.” You and your 
children are my responsibility and have a special place 
in my life. You are my family! 
 A Catholic school is a great way for a pastor to 
take care of so many precious lives, and especially their 
immortal souls.   
 We are very blessed to have our school to help 
form strong minds, bodies, and especially their spiritual 
lives and relationships with Our Lord Jesus. 
 Thank you for your prayers, support, and friend-
ship these many years in McCook. God bless you all. 

   September  

       9th 
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MS. LAURA BRODD, PRESCHOOL 

 Hi! My name is Laura Brodd! I am 25 years old! I 
live in McCook, Nebraska! I recently got married on April 
28th to my husband, Michael! I love to spend time with my 
family and play all sorts of games! I am the preschool 
teacher for the 2018-2019 school year! This will be my 
second year teaching and also my second year at St. Pat-
rick School! I know we are going to have lots of fun learn-
ing in preschool this year, and I can’t wait to get started! 

MRS. BRYN JORDAN, PRESCHOOL AIDE 

 Hi! My name is Bryn Jordan. My husband Clay 
and I have been married for 8 years and have three kids, 
all attending St. Patrick School this year, Jaxyn, 2nd 
grade; Corbyn, 1st grade; and Brekkan is in kindergar-
ten. We live outside of McCook where we enjoy our 
“Funny Farm” with horses, ponies, goats, chickens, guineas, 
and a peacock. This will be my second year as the pre-
school aide. We had a lot of fun last year, and I am look-
ing forward to another fun year!  

 Welcome back! I am looking forward to another 
great school year! This is my third year in the kindergarten 
room, after spending many in second grade and a dabble 
with fourth grade. My husband, Kevin, is an agronomist at 
Frenchman Valley and my daughter, Brooke, is a junior at 
MHS. She is also a proud St. Patrick alumnus! The summer 
flew by entirely too quickly, but I managed to get in a little 
time at the lake, do some flower and vegetable garden-
ing, and just enjoy time at home. I look forward to seeing 

everyone!  

MRS. LARA STEWART, KINDERGARTEN 

MS. KHALEY LEE, SECOND GRADE 

MRS. CINDI ARTERBURN,  

KINDERGARTEN AIDE 

 My name is Cindi Arterburn, and I am the kinder-
garten para. This is my fourth year here at St. Patrick 
School, and my eleventh year as a para.  
 My husband, Tom, and I have three grown chil-
dren. They all attended this amazing school! We have 
also been blessed with eight fantastic grandchildren -  
four boys and four girls! 
 I am so excited for this year and am looking for-
ward to getting to know our new class. 

MS. AMANDA PETERSON, FIRST GRADE 

 Hi! My name is Amanda Peterson, and I will be 
teaching first grade this year. I am excited to be back at 
St. Patrick School. I taught preschool at Little Knights for 9 
years before taking 4 years off to stay at home with my 
kids. During that time I also did a lot of substitute teaching 
at both St. Pat’s and McCook public schools. I have spent a 
lot of time in my classroom over the summer, so I am excit-
ed to finally have kids in my room so we can begin an ex-
citing new “Adventure” in first grade! 
 I am married to Aaron Peterson who is an engi-
neering tech. at W Design Associates here in McCook. He is 
also a full-time student as he is going to school to pursue his 
degree to become a civil engineer. Between work and 
school we also stay very busy with our 5 kids! Andrew is 
now a sophomore at McCook Senior High. Sara in an 
eighth-grader, Rebecca is a sixth-grader, and Hannah is a 
third-grader here at St. Patrick School. Our youngest 
daughter Lexi is 4 and will be starting preschool at Little 
Knights in a few weeks! I love to bake, run, and play/
watch/coach softball and spend time with my family! 
 I am thrilled to start this new school year, and I 
look forward to all that God has in store for us this year! 

 Hello and welcome to second grade! This summer 
has went by so fast, and I am eager to get this school year 
started. This is my third year of second grade here at St. 
Patrick School. 
 I was born in Oberlin, but McCook has been my 
home for most of my life. I graduated from McCook High 
School. After that I went to McCook Community College 
where I became a member of Phi Theta Kappa (the inter-
national honor society of the two year college), and grad-
uated with an associate of arts in education degree. From 
there I went on to UNK; graduating Summa cum Laude and 
in the top five of my class. 
 I spent this summer being a nanny for my aunt and 
uncle that live in Cedar Bluffs, KS. They have three children
-Addison, RJ, and Harper. We had a great summer to-
gether, and now I am ready to return to the routine of 
school! 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR 

FALL FESTIVAL 

PLEASE CALL JESSICA BARGER AT  

345-5566 or 402-981-9735. 

    September  

          11th 
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MRS. LINDA BREWSTER, THIRD GRADE 

 Hello and welcome to third grade! My name is 
Mrs. Linda Brewster, and this is my 33rd year of teaching 
at Saint Patrick School.  I have a wonderful husband, John-
nie. Our son, David, is in college, majoring in civil engineer-
ing. We love to spend time together as a family.  I am an 
avid quilter, and I love to sew and embroider. I look for-
ward to working with each of your children this year. This 
will be a year filled with incredible amounts of learning as 
well as fun! 

MS. KRISTI GESCHWENTNER 
FIFTH GRADE HOMEROOM 

READING 5-7, ADV. READING 8,  
ENGLISH 5, MATH 6  

 I have two daughters. Emily graduated from 
McCook High School in 2007 and UNK in 2011 and lives 
in North Platte, where she teaches art at Adams Middle 
School and co-owns both a MMA gym and a videogra-
phy business. She married Brad Garrick this past June, 
and I am now blessed with an awesome son-in-law! Kel-
sea, a 2011 MHS and 2016 University of Arkansas, Fort 
Smith graduate, is beginning her third year of teaching 
fourth grade in Fort Smith, Arkansas. She also purchased 
her first home this August. It’s been a busy summer! 
  Besides the wedding festivities and home-buying 
venture, I spent my summer months tutoring part-time and, 
of course, reading a LOT of books. I’m excited, as al-
ways, to see the kids again and hear all about their sum-
mer vacations as we begin another busy school year. 

MRS. LAYNE SALAS, FOURTH GRADE 

 Hello! My name is Mrs. Salas and I am so excited 
about this upcoming school year. More importantly, I am 
thrilled to be teaching fourth grade again this year! My 
husband and I live in Indianola, NE, with our three kids- 
Tate, Rhett, and Teller, and our dog Con.  
 I enjoy being outside, traveling, and being with my 
family. This summer has been busy with lots of activities. 
We have been to the pool several times, we take care of 
our chickens and horse, and I love gardening.  
 I am very excited to be back and can’t wait to see 
what this year brings! 

 Welcome back! Unbelievably, this school year is 
my sixth at St. Patrick School. It’s true that time flies when 
you love what you do, and I genuinely love teaching here. 
I’ve always felt a sense of family at St. Patrick School 
where parents and staff all work together to give our 
students a strong academic, social, and spiritual founda-
tion. I feel blessed to be able to work with the same stu-
dents for three, sometimes four, years and to teach lan-
guage arts, my favorite subject. This year I’m excited to 
be teaching sixth grade math as well; it will give me some 
extra classroom time with the group of kiddos that were 
my homeroom group last year! In addition to sixth-grade 
math, I’ll again be teaching fifth, sixth, and seventh- 
grade reading, eighth-grade advanced reading, and 
fifth-grade English.  
 I grew up in McCook, then Oberlin, graduating 
from Decatur Community High School in Oberlin. I ob-
tained a business degree from Colby Community College 
in 1987, then finally fulfilled my lifelong desire to be a 
teacher when I graduated in 2012 from Fort Hays State 
University with a degree in elementary education and 
special education. 

MRS. TAMA KAIN 
SIXTH GRADE HOMEROOM 

ENGLISH 6-8, READING 8, SCIENCE 5 

 Welcome back to the school routine. One benefit 
of my twenty-minute drive to school is the abundant 
wildlife and beautiful scenery that I enjoy every morning 
– deer, pheasant, quail, turkey, squirrels, an occasional 
bobcat, a plethora of song birds, and rabbits galore; 
pastures full of purple bee plant, ironweed, wild 
sunflowers, and variegated snow on the mountain; steamy 
rivers and creeks lined with lush vegetation; and prairie  
hills and canyons. 
 I’m blessed to share this beauty which surrounds 
my home with my husband, Fritz, my 8 children (3 of 
whom are present year-round), and my 2 grandchildren 
who visit often.  
 I hope you find beauty in each and every day 
also and thank the Lord for your blessings. 

MRS. HALEY PRIEBE 
SEVENTH GRADE HOMEROOM 

SCIENCE 6-8 

 Hello! I am so excited to teach science this year! I 
have been teaching for 3 years, and this is will be the start 
of my fourth year. My first two years I taught music at 
Hitchcock County, and last year I taught music at Central 
Elementary in McCook. I have never taught science before, 
so I am excited for the new adventure!   
 My hometown is McCook, I was born and raised 
here. I have a bachelor of arts degree, with a K-12 Teach-
ing Field Endorsement from UNK. My husband is the I.T. 
Network Administrator for McCook Public Schools. We 
have a son, Micah. He is just a little over a year and a 
half. He was the New Year Baby for 2017. We also have 
our dog, Koda, and two cats, Amarah and Loki.   
 I absolutely love my job and I can’t wait to get this 
school year started!  
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 I am Jim Hall and I am no longer the new teacher 
here at St. Patrick School. I have a BA and MA from the 
University of South Dakota and enjoyed employment at 
MCC from 1976 through spring semester of 2018!! My 
wife is a funeral director here in McCook and is really 
good at her profession. I have been married for just over 
20 years to this lovely lady and we have five (really six) 
children. Our eldest is Christopher who was living the hippy 
life and recently settled in McCook and is working for a 
plumbing contractor. Second, Jennifer has settled in Denver, 
actually Northglenn, with her husband Brian. Third is Sarah 
Rose and her family has settled in the Kansas City 
area. They are the proud parents of three children (2 in the 
Smithville, MO, school system and 1 working). Jay works for 
BNSF and Sarah Rose is DON in an outpatient surgery 
clinic. Fourth is Sarah Elizabeth who lives with her two 
daughters here in McCook where she works at the Work 
Ethic Camp. And nearly last is Emily Marie who is the most 
popular DJ in Philadelphia and is the proud mother of our 
tenth and eleventh and twelfth grandchildren (three lovely 
daughters.) Finally, the sixth is Benson whom the others think 
was our most spoiled child, but we know exactly where to 
find him at 10 p.m. every night.  He is our second beagle; 
we had to put down our first right after Christmas, 2012, 
still a sad day in the Hall house.   
 I enjoy teaching immensely. I am a recently retired 
A&P/microbiology/nutrition/chemistry/math instructor who 
taught his last online nutrition class for MCC and am now 
honored to be teaching seventh and eighth-grade math 
classes at St. Patrick School. I want to thank Cathy Jones, 
the other faculty and the staff of St. Patrick School for 
making me feel welcome here in the classroom.  I also enjoy 
working in the yard, golfing, RV camping and riding my 
2005 Harley-Davidson motorcycle. 

MS. LANAE FRITSCH  
EIGHTH GRADE HOMEROOM 
SOCIAL STUDIES 5-8, MATH 5 

 Hello everyone! I am Lanae Fritsch, your fifth 
through eighth-grade social studies teacher and fifth- 
grade math teacher. I am also the student council sponsor.   
I am married to Bob Fritsch, and we have four children. 
Two of whom are married (Drew and his wife Tausha Wil-
son, Jessica Fritsch, Austin and her husband Ryan Martin, 
and Sarah Fritsch. I have nine adorable grandchildren 
(Asher, Abel, Annabelle, Aiden, Aaron and Adley, Wilson, 
Peri Joy and Charli Mae Martin, and MaKenna Heron). I 
am so blessed to have such a loving and supporting fami-
ly. I enjoy camping, fishing, gardening, golfing, coaching, 
and spending as much time with my grandkids as possible.   
 I received my bachelors of science elementary 
education degree from the University of Phoenix. I com-
pleted my master’s degree in special education (Mild to 
Moderate) with a coaching endorsement from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska, Kearney. I have an open door policy 
and look forward to meeting and working with each one 
of you. I am really excited to start this school year and 
look forward to having a fun and successful year. “To 
Teach is To Touch a Life Forever!” 

MR. JIM HALL, MATH 7-8, ALGEBRA 

SCHOOL PICTURES 

Tuesday, Sept. 25th 

Picture Retakes 

Thursday, Nov. 8th. 

MR. DAVID CLOUGH, CUSTODIAN 

 My name is David Clough, and I am the custodian 
here at St. Patrick School. I would like to say hello and 
welcome back everyone! I am in my tenth year here at 
the school, and it’s a joy to get to know so many of our 
students and to be able to watch them grow. My wife, 
Lori, and I live southwest of Culbertson on our farm.  We 
enjoy gardening and landscaping in our spare 
time. Watching the wildlife is one of our pleasures al-
so.              
 We have two children-Brandon, our son lives in 
Arkansas with his daughter Campbell.  Brandon works for 
the Arkansas National Guard and has served our country 
with two tours of duty in Iraq and one in Afghani-
stan.  Our daughter, Jessi, lives in McCook and is an insur-
ance agent for the Home Town Insurance Agency. Her son, 
Carter, attends St. Patrick School and is in the eighth 
grade. 

MRS. CATHY JONES, MATH 7-8, ALGEBRA 

 This is year number four at St. Patrick School for 
me teaching seventh and eighth-graders math for me.  How 
time flies when you’re having fun! Growing up, I attended a 
Catholic school in Scottsbluff and later taught at Pius X High 
School in Lincoln for a couple of years while my husband 
was in dental school.  I am so pleased to still see that 
respect, work ethic, and love of learning has not declined. I 
feel at home here and couldn’t enjoy teaching more! As all 
the students know, I LOVE math (and science) and LOVE to 
teach it to others. I even give the students my phone number 
308-695-2326 (BEFORE 10:00 pm) - so they can call me 
while doing their homework if they need help, please 
encourage your child to do so. I am here on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday each week, and Mr. Hall and I 
will try to cover for each other when one or the other needs 
to be gone.  This means very little subs in upper level math 
– what a deal! I am very excited to be here and am so 
looking forward to meeting those I do not yet know. Please  
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ, ART K-8,  
COMPUTER 5-8 

 Welcome back and I hope everyone had a won-
derful and creative summer. I feel so blessed to be a part 
of the staff here at St. Patrick School, teaching kindergar-
ten through eighth-grade art as well as fifth through  
eighth-grade computers.  This is my tenth year here at St. 
Patrick School, and I am looking forward to another won-
derful year.  
 Some information about myself and my family you 
might not know. I have lived in the area for almost 24 
years. My husband, Merlin is currently helping farm his 
family’s land, plus is the chemical plant manager for AG 
Valley COOP in Indianola. When he is not busy working, 
he loves restoring old cars. We also have three daughters 
named Micah, Noelle, and Stacia. 
 Micah is 23 years old and currently living in 
Mancelona, Michigan. She is really enjoying herself up 
there spending time with her fiancé and his 9-year-old 
son, Anthony. We were very lucky to get a chance to 
spend a few days with them this summer in Michigan. Mi-
cah also found it in her heart to bless a local family 
through adoption. We are so glad the family wants us in 
their lives. So now we are happy to say we have the 
blessing of four grandchildren. It has been great to have 
such a wonderful extended family.  

do not hesitate to contact us with and questions you have 
about the progress of your children. It takes a village as 
the saying goes and all of us here want to help your child 
be the very best they can be. 
 My husband, Warren, is a dentist and we have 
been married longer than most of my students’ parents 
have been alive!  We have three children: Melanie, Jenica 
and Walker. Melanie is a dentist practicing with her dad 
here in town.  Most of you know her and her family. They 
have two children-Syd and Liviya. Jenica is a physical 
therapy assistant in Omaha. Her husband is a lieutenant 
colonel in the army, and they have three daughters- 
KayLynn, Gabriel and Bristol. Walker is a mechanical en-
gineer in Broomfield, Colorado, with a wife and no chil-
dren yet. As you can add, we are very blessed with three 
children, four granddaughters and a grandson who are all 
very busy. We travel often to all their activities. We, also, 
have a cabin in the mountains where we go to rest and 
relax and to be with friends and family. We enjoy the 
breathtaking scenery and see many different kinds of 
wildlife while driving our jeep. God’s creations never 
cease to amaze me!! 

MRS. CATHY JONES, MATH 7-8, ALGEBRA  Our daughter Noelle and her husband, Matt, are 
currently serving our country in the United States Marine 
Corps. They are both stationed right now in Twenty-nine 
Palms, California, working as aviation ordinance distribu-
tion officers. We are so proud that they have chosen to 
serve our country. We were so glad to see them both 
when they were on leave this past August.  
 Our youngest daughter, Stacia, is a senior at 
Southwest Schools and she is going to keep me busy this 
year, but I sure am enjoying her still being at home. I also 
can’t forget my two very large dogs, Bentley who is now 
4 ½ years old, and Miura who is now 2½ years old and 
has finally stopped growing. They both are Great Danes 
and keep my family entertained by their silly shenani-
gans. I also have a cat named Rue along with several 
ducks and chickens.  
 I have had a very busy summer working on or-
ganizing our art classroom. When I am not doing that, I 
am  taking care of our pets as well as our very large gar-
den. Our family did find time to go to the lake this sum-
mer which was a lot of fun as well. When I was not work-
ing on school or home projects, I would keep myself busy 
working on some of my own artwork. One of my favorite 
things to do is make various pottery pieces, fused-glass 
jewelry, as well as drawing and painting.  
 I am looking forward to another creative year. 
See you around the school. 

MRS. STEPHANIE BARGER-ROTH, 
ASSISTANT COOK 

Hello, this is my third year here at St. Patrick 
School, and I will now be here full time. 

My husband Casey and I have three children-
Ashlyn, Mason and Aiden. Ashlyn is in second grade, and 
Mason is in fifth grade here at St. Patrick School. Aiden is 
a freshman at McCook High School.   

Our summer seemed to fly by. I hope you all had 
a great summer and have a good new school year. I look 
forward to seeing you all in the lunch line.  

MRS. TONI GERVER, P.E. K-8 

 My name is Toni Gerver, and I will again be 
teaching physical education here at Saint Patrick this 
year.  I just can’t get enough of the kids! We will be doing 
a new way of stretching this year and trying to incorpo-
rate more movement as a whole in each of the classes. 
 I have been married to my husband, Bill, for 35 
years, and he is employed at Ag Valley in Indianola. He 
also has his own metal arts business. We have one daugh-
ter, two sons, and four grandsons and two granddaughters 
I love my family time and our pets. I also enjoy swimming 
and reading. I am looking forward to another awesome 
year with your children here at Saint Patrick School.  
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MRS. GALE SLATTERY, HEAD COOK 

Welcome back! Summer goes faster every year!  
It’s nice to see so many familiar faces as well as the new 
students. I am head of the lunchroom. This is my eighth 
year in this position. My husband, Mike, and I have four 
children, all past students at St. Patrick School.  Our 
granddaughter is a current student.   

We have some new employees this year in the 
kitchen. Stephanie Roth has taken the full-time cook posi-
tion. Amy Stritt and Lori Ruggles are our new part-time 
employees.  Many of you probably know Emily Peck. She 
remains on staff as well. We are all looking forward to a 
great school year! 

I have a few reminders with the new year begin-
ning. PLEASE try to keep your children’s lunch accounts 
current. I try to send bills home with the students every 1-2 
weeks. A bill is sent when their account goes over $5 past 
due. If you ever have a question as to their balance, you 
can call the kitchen at 345-5542. Please do not call be-
tween 10:30 and 1:00, as we are serving students lunch 
at that time. Please send lunch money separate from other 
school fees or dues.  Checks can be made payable to St. 
Patrick Hot Lunch. It is helpful to write your child’s ID num-
ber (found in the bill) or your child’s name on your check.  
If you send cash, be sure it is labeled with your name. If 
you want payments divided a certain way, let me know; 
otherwise I will split according to their individual account 
balances. 

If your student has any food allergies or sensitivi-
ties, we have a form that you need to fill out. We must 
have that on file in order to avoid any health issues. Also, 
if you do not want your child to be served seconds, you 
must let us know in writing. Sometimes they forget that 
seconds are costing their parents $0.50.  The parent might 
be surprised how quickly the lunch money goes away!  
This applies to those who receive free or reduced price 
lunches as well. 

Finally, if your family qualified for free or re-
duced price meals last year, you need to reapply before 
September 27.  Eligibility from last year, only carries over 
to that date. If you do not submit a new application, you 
will lose your eligibility. If your family situation changes, 
you may apply anytime throughout the school year. 

Remember that parents and guests are welcome 
to come enjoy lunch with the students. Cost is $4 per guest.  
We just ask that you please let us know ahead of time to 

be sure that we prepare enough food! 

MRS.  JENIFER JACOBS 
LIBRARIAN 

 Welcome back!! Hope you all had a great summer 
and are ready for a fun-filled year at St. Patrick School. 
This is my second year here, and I am excited to begin.   
 My husband, Brandon, and I have been married 
for 23 years. Brandon is a lineman at McCook Public Pow-
er and is an alumnus of St. Patrick School.  We are blessed 
with four wonderful children. Emily is a freshman in college. 
She is  attending Iowa Western and playing softball for 
them.  Go Rievers!!! Tanner is a sophomore at MHS where 
he will be busy with sports and homework! Taylor and Ellie 
both attend St. Patrick School. Taylor is an eighth-grader 
and Ellie is in second grade. They are both involved in 
school activities. 
 In addition to being the librarian, I will also be a 
para and the volleyball coach for St. Patrick School this 
year. I am looking forward to working with your children 
and helping them develop a love for reading and a pas-
sion for life. If you have any questions regarding the li-
brary please feel free to ask. It should be great year!!! 

MRS. PATRICIA JANSSEN 
SPANISH 6-8 

 I can hardly believe that this is my fifteenth year 
at St. Patrick School. I am happy to be back as a volun-
teer in the foreign language department. What a lovely 
place to work…most days! I shall be teaching sixth 
through eighth-grade Spanish two days per week. 
 I have lived in McCook for forty-five years, mov-
ing here from Grand Island. My husband and I have been 
married 52 years, and we have five grown children…all 
of whom attended St. Patrick School for nine years each. If 
my math is correct, we were very fortunate to be able to 
provide our children with 45 years of quality Catholic ed-
ucation. 
 I have been a teacher for 52 years, teaching 
French and Spanish. My years of teaching include Benson 
High in Omaha, Marian High in Omaha, Marquette High in 
Marquette, Walnut Junior High in Grand Island, McCook 
Community College, and McCook Junior-Senior High. I re-
tired from teaching full-time 14 years ago. 
  I hope to make this year a fun and rewarding 
one for the students.  With a little luck we may be able to 
learn some Spanish and have a good time doing it. 
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FR. KENNETH WEHRS 
RELIGION 7-8 

I grew up on a farm near Milford, NE, where I 
graduated from high school in 2001. My parents, Terry 
and Lori still live on the farm, but leave the farming duties 
to my uncle and cousins. I have 4 brothers and 2 sisters, 1 
sister-in law, 1 brother-in-law, 5 nieces, and 2 nephews. I 
am the oldest child in my family.  I was ordained a priest in 
the summer of 2010, and assigned as the assistant pastor 
at St. Mary Church in David City, NE, while also teaching 
religion at Aquinas Catholic High School. In 2013 I was as-
signed as the assistant pastor at North American Martyrs in 
Lincoln, where I also taught religion at Pius X High School. In 
the summer of 2016, I was assigned as the pastor of St. 
John the Baptist Parish in Cambridge and St. Germanus 
Parish in Arapahoe, in addition to teaching seventh and 
eighth-grade religion here at St. Patrick School. I 
look forward to sharing my faith in Jesus Christ with your 
sons and daughters. I am sure we will grow in our faith to-
gether and learn from each other. 

I enjoy photography. Most of my photos are of 
different places in Nebraska.  I have a passion for Nebras-
ka history.  There is an entire book case in my house dedi-
cated to Nebraska, and it won't take long for me to start 
showing you all of my different maps from different time 
periods of the state. The map that I am most proud of is the 
one where I have highlighted all the roads that I have driv-
en in the state of Nebraska. I have visited every town (all 
700 or so) in the state, and I am close to having driven on 
every mile of every paved highway in the state.  

Southwestern Nebraska is like a second home to 
me. You can take the boy out of the country, but you can't 
take the country out of the boy.  

May God bless you and your families this school 
year. 

 Well, we’re back again. I’m looking forward to 
this school year especially with a year under my feet and 
feeling more prepared as a teacher. It’s amazing how 
much you learn in a year. I hope that it sticks with me, and 
that I didn’t lose it over the summer break.   
 A little bit about myself. I grew up in Lincoln at St. 
John the Apostle Parish.  Those of you with family ties to 
St. John have probably prayed for my vocation at a Sun-
day Mass or two over the last few years. I’ve spent most 
of my life in the Catholic school system with a stint early on 
in public schools and a year at UNL.  I’ve spent 4 years at 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadelphia and am 
glad to be back in “The Good Life.” My family’s also hap-
py to have me back in Nebraska once again and is al-
ready planning trips west. 
 I’m looking forward to this year and preparing 
the kids to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  We 
have a lot to get done in two months, and we’re going to 
be pushing hard to get everything learned for the sacra-
ment, but I know the kids can handle it.  If you want to see 
the material, here is the website: https://
www.l incolndiocese.org/curr iculum-requirements/
confirmation-5th-7th-grade. I’m looking forward to and 
praying for a good year. 

FR. ANDREW LITT 
RELIGION 5-6 

MRS. ROBIN CALVIN, SCHOOL SECRETARY 

I hope everyone had a good summer. My hus-
band, Jerry, and I have been married for 35 years. Jerry 
worked as a police officer for the McCook Police Depart-
ment for 22 years and is now an employee of Pepsi.  

We have three children. Michelle is a receptionist 
for an eye institute, and her husband, Chris, fixes genera-
tors for Caterpillar. They work in Rapid City and live in 
Sturgis, South Dakota. Our youngest daughter, Sarah, is a 
Nebraska State Patrol Officer (carrier enforcement divi-
sion) stationed in North Platte. We are vey blessed that 
she is close. Our son, Brian, graduated from UNK with a 
degree in criminal justice and is a correctional officer for 
Red Willow County. He lives in McCook. I hope you have 
a great school year. 

MRS. LORI HILKER, MUSIC K-8, BAND 5-8 

 Welcome back to school! I hope you and your 
families had a blessed and happy summer during which 
you created wonderful memories. It was great to see so 
many of you at the open house. You have grown so much! 
It’s hard to believe, but this will be my 11th year of teach-
ing music at St. Patrick School.   
 My husband, Kent, and I had a good summer. We 
got to spend time with our kids and grandchildren, got to 
see lots of extended family, and did some renovations at 
our house. We definitely kept busy! 
 Here are a few things I’d like to share with you.  
My husband, Kent, and I are long-time members of 
McCook and St. Patrick Parish. We enjoy spending time 
with family, traveling, and working on our rental houses. I 
received my teaching degree from the University of Ne-
braska at Kearney in 1999 and my master’s degree in 
2010. Mr. Hilker has worked at the Parker plant for 41 
years.                                                                                              
 We have two married daughters (Amanda Dame 
and Keri Galarneau) and one son (Shane). Their families 
all live in McCook and we are grateful for that because it 
means we get to see them and our seven grandchildren 
often. ♥ 

 Are you looking forward to the new school year? 
It will be a great one! Let’s work and pray together to 
grow in knowledge, grace, and the love of God!! 






