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EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

Luke 24: 1-12 
John 20: 1-9 

 
1. Luke 24: 1-12 

• Very important to Luke is receiving the “knowledge of salvation,” which is 
a heartfelt understanding of how the Lord has saved me/us. The 
Samaritan leper whom Jesus cured and who returned to give thanks had a 
knowledge of thanksgiving.  

• Luke like to explore the process of arriving at this heartfelt knowledge by 
describing first the faith-process of individuals and then the faith process 
of communities. 

• The disciples had to put together several streams in order to arrive at faith 
in the resurrection: (1) the horrific events of Jesus’ crucifixion and death 
and it s traumatic affect on the disciples, (2) the OT prophecies of the 
Messiah, especially the Servant in Isaiah, (3) what Jesus said about his 
being handed over, tortured, put to death, and rising on the third day in his 
ministry, (4) what they learn from the Risen Lord himself. 

• The women go to the tomb to complete the anointing of the body of Jesus 
that the sabbath had prevented them from doing.  They find the stone 
rolled away and the tomb empty.  Their first reaction is puzzlement. 

• Then, they have heavenly visitors who scold them for looking for the living 
among the dead and urge them to remember what Jesus said during his 
life about his suffering, death, and resurrection. Now, they remember his 
words.” Faith is growing.  

• The women go and tell the male disciples, indicating that they believe 
enough to share the news.  However, the men are still very much lacking 
in faith and think that the women are telling them “nonsense.” 

• But Peter is an exception. Peter is curious enough to go and check out 
their story. He goes to the tomb, looks inside, sees the burial cloths, and 
goes home “amazed.”  In Luke’s Gospel, amazement is one of the first 
steps in the process of arriving at belief. 

• It takes more than an empty tomb to come to belief in Jesus’ resurrection. 
The disciples are piecing together the elements that will bring them to full 
faith in the resurrection. 

2. John 20: 1-9 

• John emphasizes the unique role of Mary Magdalene as “the apostle to 
the apostles.” She is the first to announce the news of the empty tomb and 
Jesus’ rising. 

• In John’s Gospel, the anointing of the body of Jesus has taken place 
before the burial. Mary comes to the tomb to grieve for Jesus out of love 
for him. She comes at daybreak when it is still dark.  We can imagine the 
sky beginning to lighten with the rising sun as she discovers the stone 



rolled away from the tomb. This is a new creation. It is the triumph of light 
over darkness. Recall the Prologue, “the light shines in the darkness and 
the darkness has not overcome it.” 

• Mary presumes that the stone having been rolled away means that the 
body has been taken either by grave robbers or the authorities. She runs 
to the other disciples to tell them this distressing news.  Not only has she 
lost the Lord whom she loves but they have lost his body, too. 

•  Peter runs with the beloved disciple to the tomb to investigate. The 
beloved disciple is the spiritual father of the Johannine community. There 
is a desire to portray his faith as stronger than Peter’s.  They both run to 
the tomb, but John arrives first. His speed implies a greater love yet a 
respect for Peter’s elder status.  Peter goes into the tomb and sees the 
burial clothes folded and the cloth that covered the face of Jesus folded 
and in a separate place. It does not say if Peter believes or not. The 
beloved disciple enters and sees the clothes and believes. John is the 
only disciple who believes without seeing the Risen Lord Jesus. He 
resembles our faith: we believe even though we have not seen. 

• The significance of the cloths is that Jesus rose of his own power. 
Remember that Lazarus came out of the tomb bound by the burial cloths 
and had to be untied. He was totally passive in his being raised.  Jesus 
needed no help. The folded cloths signify his rising by his own power. 
Jesus had said, “No one take my life from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord.” I have the power to lay it down, and I have the power to take it up 
again.”  John 10:18 

• The first scene of the resurrection ends with a commentary that the 
disciples had not yet come to an understanding of the scriptures that he 
had to rise from the dead.  


