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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19 
1 John 2: 1-5a 
Luke 24: 35-48 

 
1. Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19 

• Acts of the Apostles is the second volume of Luke’s two volume work on 
salvation history.  He relates how the salvation promised by God was 
accomplished in Jesus (Gospel) and after Jesus’ Ascension into heaven 
by the Spirit driven church (Acts).  Acts is the story of the presence of the 
Holy Spirit that leads and directs the actions of the new Church. 

• The first chapters of Acts present the preaching and miracles of the 
Apostles after they received the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. In 
chapter 3, Peter and John heal a crippled man.  The miracle attracts a 
crowd and Peter begins to preach. The preaching of the Apostles is called 
the “kerygma” meaning “proclamation. The content of the kerygma is 

1. The promise of salvation foretold by the prophets has arrived 
2. It happened in the birth, life, ministry, death and resurrection of 

Jesus the Christ 
3. After his resurrection Jesus has been exalted at God’s right 

hand as Messiah and Lord 
4. The Holy Spirit is the sign of the present power and glory of 

Jesus the Lord 
5. Jesus the Christ will return again to bring all things to fulfillment 
6. We need to repent and be changed for forgiveness and 

salvation. 

• V. 13: Peter’s sermon shows continuity with the Old Testament, 
specifically the patriarchs and God’s promise to them. One of the earliest 
titles of Jesus by the first disciples after the Resurrection was “servant,” 
reminding us of the servant in Isaiah.  The exaltation of Jesus is rooted in 
his life and death. The historical events of his passion are recalled. 

• V. 14: Peter recalls the actions of the people in preferring Barabbas to 
Jesus.  Holy and Righteous One=underscores Jesus special relationship 
with God the Father as Son and his blamelessness and dignity. 

• V. 15: Jesus rejected but God exalted him in the resurrection.  The 
Apostles are witnesses.  They saw the Risen Lord Jesus. 

• V. 17: Ignorance is the reason that Peter gives for their denial of Jesus as 
Messiah.  By attributing it to ignorance, he gives them a chance to repent 
and be saved.  

• V. 18 The early Christians saw in the prophets especially Isaiah 52-53 the 
prophecy of a Messiah who would suffer and enter into glory. They saw it 
as part of God’s plan.  



• V. 19: Repentance—a complete change of heart—is the necessary 
response. 

2. Luke 24: 35-48 

• After Jesus has appeared to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
they have returned to Jerusalem and tell the other disciples that they have 
seen the Lord.  Their experience is confirmed by the other disciples who 
relate that he has appeared to Peter.   Now the Risen Lord Jesus appears 
to them. 

• Vv. 36-43 In the first part of the story Jesus goes to great length to show 
them that he is not a ghost and has a body, albeit a resurrected body. This 
is one of the clear teachings of the resurrection stories that Jesus was not 
a ghost or a spirit or a dream, but that he had a body that had now entered 
into the spiritual realm. He initiates the appearances.  The disciples do not 
control them.  Showing his hands and feet means he is showing them his 
wounds.  The Risen Lord is the same one who died on the cross.  His 
body now glorious is the same one that was crucified.  He invites them to 
touch him and see that he has a body. He eats a piece of fish in their 
presence as a further sign of his reality. Despite the previous apparitions, 
they are still struggling to believe. They are incredulous for joy and 
amazement.  They are overwhelmed with his resurrection. 

• Vv. 44: The next step in the process of believing in the resurrection is to 
believe that his suffering, death, and resurrection were all part of God’s 
plan that was foretold by the Scriptures. They are now to see that what he 
told them when he was with them has been fulfilled.  Moses, the prophets 
and the psalms all point to God’s plan of a suffering and glorious Messiah.   

• V. 45: He empowers them to understand the Scriptures as pointing to 
God’s plan fulfilled in him. 

• V. 46-47: A further implication of his suffering, death and resurrection is 
that it is to be preached to the whole world for repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins.  This event will become the source of salvation for the 
whole world.  No longer is the mission restricted to Israel but is for all the 
nations.  God wants all people to be saved.  The Good news of the death 
and Resurrection of Jesus is not a private revelation but to be proclaimed 
and preached to all people.  Christianity is to be shared.  It is an invitation 
to change for a fuller life. 

• V. 48: The disciples are witnesses not only that they have seen what has 
happened but that they have been instructed by Jesus as to its meaning.  

• V. 49: The disciples only lack the gift of the Holy Spirit, “the promise of my 
Father.”  They are to stay in the city of Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit 
comes upon them at Pentecost.  Then, they will be fully empowered to 
preach the Good News of repentance and salvation.  

3. 1 John 2: 1-5a 

• The first letter of John was written to refute two false notions that former 
members of John’s community were teaching.  First, that Jesus was divine 
but not truly human. He only appeared to be human.  His divinity over 
powered his humanity.  Those who held this could not conceive of how 



God could become truly human. The second false teaching was that belief 
in Jesus was secret knowledge that only a few enlightened ones had.  The 
letter affirms over and over that Jesus was truly God and human and that 
faith is shown not just in intellectual knowledge but in obedience to Jesus’ 
commands, i.e. putting love into practice 

• V. 2:1: My children: an affectionate, pastoral term for members of the 
community. Jesus’ death and resurrection has brought us healing and 
forgiveness.  Even if we sin, we can turn back again to him for 
forgiveness. Jesus is our Advocate, our helper and defender.  

• V. 2:2: Jesus’ death was the sacrifice that took away our sins.  His death 
was our expiation=the act of making amends or reparation for guilt or 
wrongdoing, atonement.  This forgiveness is for everyone not just 
members of the community or a select few. 

• V. 2:3: We are assured that we know Jesus, i.e. following his commands, 
if we keep his commandments.  The command of Jesus is to love one 
another as God as loved us.  This love is shown in Jesus’ washing of the 
disciples’ feet and in his giving of himself on the Cross.  Love of God is 
shown in action, in concrete acts of love and service to our neighbor. 

• V. 2: 4: If we say we love God but do not put it into action by loving our 
neighbor then we are a liar. 

• V. 2:5: Keeping Jesus’ word/commandment brings the love of God to 
fulfillment in us. Our deeds and actions give evidence of our love of God 
and our union with him.  

• V. 1:6: If we claim that we abide with God---are in union with him, love 
him—then we have to live as Jesus lived.  We need to show in action and 
deed a life of service and love for others. 


