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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 4: 8-12 
John 10: 11-18 
1 John 3: 1-2 

 
1. Acts 4: 8-12 

• In chapter 3, Peter and John cured a crippled beggar through the name of 
Jesus. This miracle attracted a crowd. Peter gave a speech in which he 
presented the kerygma of the church: The God of the ancestors sent his 
Son, Jesus, as Messiah but the people rejected him and he was crucified.  
God raised him from the dead and exalted him as Savior and Lord who 
will return in glory as Judge. The people did this out of ignorance.  Now is 
the time to repent and accept Jesus as Messiah and Lord. The religious 
leaders of the people, the priests, temple guard and Sadducees arrested 
them and put them in prison until the next day.  They were brought before 
the high priest’s council and questioned on what authority were they doing 
what they were doing. Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, answer by again 
presenting the faith of the church. 

• V. 8: Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit who empowers him to respond.  

• V. 9: Peter asks what they are being charged with.  Are they being 
questioned because of a good deed?  Are they being questioned by 
whose name they used to heal him? 

• V. 10: Peter says that they healed him in the name of Jesus who is the 
Christ (Messiah), who was from Nazareth, who they crucified, but whom 
God raised up from the dead. It was in his name that the man was healed. 

• V. 11: Peter quotes Psalm 118: 22.  The early church used this verse with 
the image of the stone rejected by the builders that became the 
cornerstone to understand what happened to Jesus. Jesus was rejected 
by the leaders and the people but God has made him cornerstone or the 
foundation of the new people of God, the church. 

• V. 12: There is no salvation in any other name but the name of Jesus.  In 
Luke’s day, the Roman emperor was acclaimed as a savior and a god.  
Peter denies this and says that only Jesus saves. 

2. John 10: 11-18 

• This chapter presents the image of the Good Shepherd in a variety of 
ways.  It is a reflection on the preceding story of the blind man in chapter 
9.  The man who was healed of blindness by Jesus is harassed and 
bullied by the religious leaders and expelled from the temple.  When he is 
lost, Jesus seeks him out and finds him. In verses 1-6, the thief and the 
robber correspond to the religious leaders who mistreat the people. 

• The image of the Good Shepherd has a long history in the Old Testament.  
God is the shepherd in Psalm 23.  In Ezekiel 34, the bad shepherd is 



described in detail and identified with the leaders of the people.  God says 
that he himself will come and shepherd his people.  

• The image presupposes a common corral or pen in which sheep of 
various flocks are housed for the night to keep them safe from thieves and 
wolves. In the morning, the shepherds come and call their sheep by name.  
The sheep recognize their shepherd’s voice and follow him who leads 
them out to graze.   

• Vv. 1-6: The image is introduced with a comparison between the true 
shepherd and a thief and robber.  The true shepherd enters through the 
gate; the thief and robber climbs over the wall or by some other means. 
The sheep recognize the voice of the true shepherd and follow him.  The 
true shepherd goes before the flock and leads them. The true shepherd 
leads them out to find sustenance in the grazing fields. 

• Vv. 7-10: Jesus identifies himself as the gate. The leaders/pastors of the 
people (sheep) must pass through him in order to get to the sheep. The 
kings, high priests, false prophets who came before Jesus were thieves 
and marauders. The people did not follow them because they did not 
recognize their voices. Whoever enters through Jesus, the gate, is the one 
who leads and pastors in the manner of Jesus. They receive safety and 
sustenance.  

• V. 11: Jesus is the good shepherd.  Good means noble and brave.  Jesus 
is the noble shepherd because he will give his life for the sheep.  

• V. 12-13: A hired man will not risk his life.  He will flee when danger 
comes.  He will not sacrifice himself but try to save himself.  

• V. 14-15: Jesus is the noble shepherd because there is a mutual 
knowledge between him and the sheep which models the unity of the 
Father and the Son. Jesus freely lays his life down for us because of the 
love of the Father. He loves the Father so much that he freely decides to 
do what the Father wants, i.e., to save the sheep.  

• V. 16: There are other sheep, i.e., the Gentiles, whom God wishes to bring 
into the fold so that there will be one sheepfold with one Shepherd.  

• V. 17: The love of the fathers empowers the Son to lay down his life freely 
and will take it up again in the resurrection.  

• V. 18: No one takes his life from him=Jesus is not a passive victim in his 
Passion but an independent agent who freely gives his life.  Judas, the 
high priests, and Pilate all play a role but they would not have been able to 
conspire to kill Jesus unless God permitted it and Jesus obeyed. Jesus 
acts freely out of love—sacrificial love.  He lays down his life and he takes 
it up again. This is the father’s wish and desire—the command that Jesus 
obeys.  “For God so loved the world…” In John, the commandment is 
always to love as God has loved us. 

3. 1 John 3: 1-2 

• V. 1: The greatest sign of God’s love is that he sent his Son as our Savior 
(John 3: 16).  That makes us sons and daughters of God. That is what we 
are in reality because Jesus is our brother. Because ‘the world”—those 



who did not accept Jesus as Son of God---did not recognize Jesus they do 
not recognize us as children of God.   

• V. 2:  We are God’s children now through Baptism as a down payment or 
a first installment of what is to come.  When we die and are in heaven, we 
will be fully and completely children of God.  We will become like God 
because we will see him face to face.  We will fully share in the divine life 
of God. 

• V. 3: If this is our hope—what we trust is God’s plan for us—we will live 
our life in manner that is worthy of this hope.  We will keep ourselves pure, 
i.e., live lives of sacrificial love. 

 


