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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 9: 26-31 
John 15: 1-8 

1 John 3: 18-24 
 

1. Acts 9: 26-31 

• Saul (Paul) was persecuting Christians.  He received permission from the 
high priest to bring Christians in chains from Damascus to Jerusalem for 
prosecution.  On the road to Damascus, Jesus appeared to him and told 
him to go to Damascus where he would receive instructions.  As a result 
of the vision, he was blind.  The Lord also appeared to Ananias and told 
him to go to where Saul was staying and lay hands on him so that he 
could receive back his sight.  After receiving his sight, Paul is baptized and 
speaks boldly about Jesus as Son of God to the confusion of all.  After 
some time, he goes to Jerusalem where everyone is afraid of him because 
of his previously being a persecutor of the church.  Barnabas takes him 
under his wing and attested to his conversion to the apostles.  (Barnabas’ 
name means “son of encouragement.”  He had been sent to Samaria to 
encourage the Gentile converts there. 

• V. 26: Everyone is afraid of Saul in Jerusalem because of his previous 
history as a persecutor of the Christians. 

• V. 27: Barnabas (“son of encouragement”) takes charge of him and 
testifies to the authenticity of his conversion.  

• V. 28: Paul begins to preach the name of Jesus in Jerusalem with courage 
and boldness.  

• V. 29: He argues with the Hellenists (Greek speaking Jews from 
Palestine) who try to kill him. 

• V. 30: Because of the threats against Paul, they bring him to Caesarea 
and then he goes to Tarsus. 

• V. 31: Because the threat of persecution by Saul ended, the Church was 
at peace. The Church has grown to Judea, Galilee and Samaria. Notice 
how the growth of the church is expressed.  It is “being built up” and it 
walked “in the fear of the Lord.”  It grew in numbers through “the 
consolation of the Holy Spirit.” 

2. John 15: 1-8 

• Chapters 15-17 are the heart of the Farewell Discourse at the Last 
Supper.  

• The image of Chapter 15 is the Vine and the Branches.  The image of the 
Vine has a rich history in Scripture.  Psalm 80 is a plea to God that he 
restores Israel that is likened to a vine that is transplanted out of Egypt but 
now plundered by the other nations.  Isaiah 5: 1-7 tells of a vine that the 
vine grower has lavished care upon but has only produced wild grapes.  



• There are a series of “I am” statements in John’s Gospel.  I am good 
shepherd; the light of the world; bread of life, etc. Each thing that is 
predicated is a dimension of what Jesus is revealing about himself for the 
world.  I am=is the name of God given to Moses at the burring bush.  Each 
statement is a revelation of who God is for us in Jesus, the Son of God. 

• V. 1: I am the true vine: True vine highlights that Jesus is unlike Israel who 
were abandoned by God because of their unfaithfulness and who 
produced a meager harvest of wild grapes.  God the Father is the vine 
dresser, the owner of the vineyard. 

• V. 2: God trims and prunes the vine. He removes branches that do not 
bear fruit and he prunes those who do in order that they produce more 
fruit. 

• V. 3: The disciples have already been pruned by Jesus’ word.  

• V. 4: They must now remain in him so that they can continue to bear fruit. 
Jesus remains/abides in them as the source of life and growth in them. 
Just as a branch must be attached to the vine in order to produce fruit, so 
a disciple cannot bear fruit if separated from Jesus. 

• V. 5: Jesus is the vine; we, the disciples, are the branches. If we are 
connected to Jesus, we bear much fruit.  We cannot do anything apart 
from Jesus. Bearing fruit refers to the love that the disciples have for one 
another that reflects the love of Jesus for them and the love between the 
Father and the Son. 

• V. 6: Just as branches that do not produce fruit are useless to the vine and 
are cut off and burned, so disciples who do not bear fruit are useless to 
the community. 

• V. 7: If a disciple is in union with Jesus, their will will be so united to Jesus’ 
will that their prayers will be answered.  

• V.8: To be glorified means to be revealed and made present.  If disciples 
show the love of God in their love for one another,then God’s love is 
revealed and made present. 

3. 1 John 3: 18-24 

• V. 18: The commandments in John are not the Ten Commandments but 
Jesus’ command that we love one another as he loved us.  That love must 
be expressed in actions not just in words. 

• V. 19: If we feel (our hearts) that we are not worthy or not loving as we 
should, the truth of our actions will be the proof and reassure us. 

• V. 20: If we have scruples about whether we are doing right, trust God.  
God is greater than our hearts and knows our intentions.  God knows us 
through and though and knows us better than we know ourselves. Trust 
God more than the scruples of our heart. 

• V. 21-22: If we do not have scruples and love as we should, then we 
should have confidence/trust in God.  He will give us what we ask 
because our will will be intertwined with his. The proof is in our deeds---
that we love one another. 

• V. 23: The commandment is made explicit: believe in Jesus as the Son of 
God and love one another as he loved us.  



• V. 24: When we love one another, we remain/abide/are united with God 
and he abides in us.  We have mystical union through our love. The Spirit 
is the sign that we abide in him. 
 
 


