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THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 66: 18-21 

Luke 13: 22-30 

Hebrews 12: 5-7, 1-13 

 

1. Isaiah 66: 18-21 

• There are three divisions to the book of Isaiah.  Chapters 1-39 come from 

the historical Isaiah and speak of events before the exile.  Chapters 40-55 

are written toward the end of the exile by students or disciples of Isaiah 

and are songs of hope for the return of the exiles home to Jerusalem. 

Chapters 56-66 are also written by disciples of Isaiah who are deeply 

imbued with his spirt and refer to the times after the return to Jerusalem. 

• V. 18: The Lord will gather all nations and people at the end of time. 

• V. 19: A sign. He will send out survivors of the exile out to the neighboring 

nations who have never heard of the Lord to tell of the Lord’s glory.  

• V. 20: The kin are the Jews in diaspora, scattered among the nations. 

They will be an offering to the Lord.  They will come in various modes of 

transportation.  They will come by any means available. 

• V. 21: The Lord will choose some of those returning to be priests and 

Levites. 

2. Luke 13: 22-30 

• V. 22: Luke reminds us that Jesus is on a journey to Jerusalem where 

certain death awaits him.  There is a sense of impending crisis as he 

travels.  

• V. 23: Somebody asks if the number to be saved is small or large. Jesus 

will not get into that kind of speculation.  Rather, he advises the listeners 

to take advantage of the present opportunity.  Now is the time of salvation.  

Don’t procrastinate or delay but make a decision for the Lord now.  

• V. 24: If the door is narrow, then get in line right away!  The longer we wait 

the chances are that we will get excluded.  Jesus imagines a narrow gate 

with many people trying to pass through.  Those who are in the front of the 

line (those who accepted salvation right away) will be able to enter.  Those 

who delay will be far back and possibly excluded. 

• V. 25: Jesus compares entry into the Kingdom of God like getting into an 

inn.  When the owner closes up because there is no more room, there is 

no use in trying to talk our way in.  There is no more room.  We should 

have taken action sooner. The innkeeper will not listen to our pleadings. 



• V. 26: Some will try to claim familiarity or special privilege.  Jesus is 

probably referring to Jews who feel that because they are descendants of 

Abraham and received the law from Moses that they deserve special 

consideration.  

• V. 27: There will be no special privileges; everyone must choose the 

Kingdom of God here and now. The Lord will not accept excuses or 

alibies. 

• V. 28: There will be great distress and remorse when people see 

themselves shut out.  They will be shocked when they see the tax 

collectors and sinners who believed in Jesus entering into the Kingdom of 

God and they excluded.  

• V. 29: God will gather in the nations, both Jews and Gentiles, based not 

on ancestry but on faith.  

• V. 30: God will bring about a great reversal.  He will turn things upside 

down. Those who though they were first will end up being last and those 

whom everyone considers last will be first. 

3. Hebrews 12: 5-7, 11-13 

• V. 5-6: The author continues the exhortation to run the race and keep our 

eyes on Jesus. He draws a comparison between an earthly father and 

God our heavenly father.  Just as an earthly father disciplines his children 

so that they grow up in the right ways, so the troubles and trials of this life 

are like God disciplining us, his sons and daughters.  

• V. 7: A loving parent disciplines their children.  They do not let them do 

whatever they want.  Discipline is a sign of love.   

• V. 8: If God did not discipline us we would not be true sons and daughters 

of Him.  

• V. 9: Discipline makes us respect our parents. What we go through in life 

fosters respect for God in us. As we trust our parents to do what is best for 

us, should not we trust God? 

• V. 10: The discipline of God will make us share in his holiness. 

• V. 11: When we are going through it, no one likes to be disciplined. When 

we look back on it, it is then that we see its value. We realize that it was 

for our benefit. 

• V 12: A beautiful verse: So strengthen your drooping hands and your 

weak knees. 

• V. 13: Walk in straight paths so that our lameness may be healed. 

 


