
BIBLE STUDY 
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THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Joshua 24: 1-2a, 15-17, 18b 
John 6: 60-69 

Ephesians 5: 21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32 
 

1. Joshua 24: 1-2a, 15-17, 18b 

• Having conquered and taken possession of the Promised Land, as Joshua 
prepared for death, he called the Israelites together at Shechem to renew their 
covenant with the Lord. 

• First of all, the history of the Lord’s dealings with Israel is retold starting with 
Abraham and including the conquest of the land that God gave them. The people 
know God by what he has done for them.  He set them free from the slavery of 
Egypt and recued them when they were as good as dead at the Red Sea. They 
know by his deeds as a liberator and a savior. We know God by what he has 
done for us.  Reflect on your life.  What has God done for you?  How has he 
saved you and set you free? 

• Vv. 1-2a: The setting.  Joshua gathers all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. 
Shechem was a town in the north of Israel where Abraham offered sacrifice and 
where god renewed his covenant with him.  It was a holy place and a site where 
God had made himself and his promises known. 

• Vv. 15-17: Through the mouth of Joshua, God asks the Israelites to decide: will 
they serve the gods their forefathers served before the Lord revealed himself or 
the gods of the neighboring nations or will they serve the Lord who has saved 
them? Joshua clearly states that he and his family will serve the Lord. 

• V. 18b: Recalling the mighty deeds the Lord has done on their behalf, the people 
affirm that they will serve the Lord, for He is their God. 

2. John 6: 60-69 

• V. 60: Which saying is too hard to be accepted?  Probably not “to eat his body 
and drink his blood” because it would most likely have been understood in a 
sacramental way. Rather, it is probably that Jesus has proclaimed himself “the 
Bread of Life comes down from heaven.” It was a stumbling block that prohibited 
faith to have to accept that Jesus had a divine origin that he had come down from 
heaven. That he would hand himself over to death on the cross—a criminal’s 
death—as a sign of God’s sacrificial love—would be even more difficult to 
accept.  Indeed, many Jews, even those who were at first sympathetic to Jesus, 
were completely turned away by the manner of his death.  

• V.61: “murmur” is a word that recalled the lack of faith of Israel in the desert 
when they rebelled against God.  

• V. 62-63: Jesus says that his hearers have no idea of spiritual things. Some 
spiritual realities cannot be comprehended by merely mortal intuition.  It requires 
the Spirit to grasp and understand. 

• V. 64: Jesus acknowledges the unbelief in his disciples. Jesus has a sense of the 
divine plan and knew beforehand that this would happen. 

• V. 65: One cannot believe on one’s own.  The Father must give the gift of faith 
and draw him or her to belief in Jesus. 

• V. 66: Many disciples leave Jesus’ company and return to their homes. This must 
have been a crisis moment in Jesus’ ministry. 



• V. 67: Jesus asks the Twelve Apostles if they too will leave him. What as ad 
moment! 

• V. 68: Peter answers for the group in the same way that he did in the synoptic 
gospels when Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?” He touches a very deep 
point: who else can give them what Jesus gives?  Who can replace Jesus in their 
lives? Who can compare with Jesus?  Even if they do not comprehend all that he 
is teaching them, they still trust him and stay with him.  They believe in him as 
the Holy One of God. 

• Have you ever experienced such a moment when you may have been tempted to 
leave Jesus but found reason to stay? 

3. Ephesians 5: 21-32 or 5:21a, 25-32 

• Although jarring to our modern ears (that wives be submissive to their husbands), 
Paul is actually voicing a progressive view of marriage in comparison to the 
understanding of his day where the wife was for all practical purposes property of 
the husband.  Paul is arguing for mutuality of love and concern between husband 
and wife.   

• V. 21a: The relationship of husband and wife mirrors the relationship of Christ 
and the Church.  Just as Christ loves the Church and we love Christ so love and 
care of spouses should be mutual. 

• V. 25: Reflecting the culture of the times, that the wife is subordinate to the 
husband, yet he insists that the husband love—and not abuse—his wife just as 
Christ loves the church.   

• V. 26: Christ gave his life for the church, so the husband should give his life for 
his wife. Christ saved the church by baptism which is participation in his death. 

• V. 27: Just as Christ raised up the baptized to new life, so, a husband should 
treat his wife with the same gracious love. 

• V. 28: Husband and wife become one flesh.  So, when a husband loves his wife, 
he loves himself. 

• V. 29: No one hates himself.  So how can a husband not love his wife just as 
Christ loved the church? 

• V. 30: Just as we are members of the Body of Christ, husband and wives are 
members of the same body. 

• V. 31: Paul quotes Genesis to support his claim that the two become one flesh. 

• V. 32: The love of a husband and a wife is a sign of the love of Christ for the 
Church.  Therefore, marriage is a sacrament. 

 


