BIBLE STUDY
August 17, 2020

THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Isaiah 22: 19-23

Matthew 16: 13-20

Romans 11: 33-36

1. Isaiah 22: 19-23

· As Assyria is about to invade the city of Jerusalem because King Hezekiah has broken his alliance with Sennacherib, King of Assyria, for an alliance with Egypt.  In vv. 9-11 there is a description of the frantic preparations to defend the city. Isaiah criticizes these last ditch efforts because, he says, they have neglected to look to the city’s Maker who is God. Instead of turning to God for repentance and mercy, they are feasting and celebrating. 
· Vv. 19-21: God tells Isaiah that he is removing Shebna from his position as master of the palace and replacing him with Eliakim.  
· Vv. 32-23: Eliakim will have the keys of the House of David, i.e. the authority of King David to open and shut, to make decisions and interpret the law.  
· This story of Shebna and Eliakim prepares us for the story of Jesus giving the keys of the Kingdom of God to Peter.
2. Matthew 16: 13-20

· After having had serious arguments and disagreements with the religious leadership, Jesus withdraws from public view of the crowds to spend more time teaching his disciples, preparing them to become “the Church,” the new people of God.
· This episode takes place in Caesarea Philippi—a Gentile town at the foot of Mount Hermon and about 20 miles north of the northern tip of the Sea of Galilee
· Jesus asks his disciples who people say that he is. They report to him what they have heard that Jesus is one of the prophets of old that has returned in the end time. They say he is John the Baptist or Elijah or Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.
· All of these answers are inadequate.  The do not capture who Jesus truly is.  Yes, he is a prophet but he is much more than a prophet.

· Then, Jesus asks them: Who do you say that I am?  He asks them what they believe him to be.

· Peter speaks on behalf of the group and makes a profession of faith that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God.  Jesus tells Peter that he is “blessed” = fortunate, favored, happy. He is blessed because he has a direct revelation from God.  Peter could not know this on his own.  God has made it known to him. 
· Because Peter has received this revelation and professes it, Jesus makes him the leader of the apostles and gives him special responsibilities.  He is to be the “rock”,” the foundation of the new church community. The church will be fortified by God so that the forces of evil will not prevail or conquer it. It implies that the church will be at ground zero of the fight between good and evil. 

· Peter will have the keys of the Kingdom meaning that he will have the authority to interpret the law when Jesus is no longer with them. This authority is described in the same language of keys that open and close, bind and loose as in Isaiah.

· Peter is singled out for this responsibility because of his profession of faith. He has the role of the leader of the apostles. He is given the ministry of safeguarding the faith of the church and the unity of the church. Catholics believe that this authority and ministry is handed on to the bishops of Rome. (Peter was the head of the church in Rome when he died.) It is the foundation for our belief in the Pope as the universal shepherd and pastor of the church.

· This episode concludes with a warning that they tell no one about this.  The reason for the secrecy is that Jesus is about to teach them about what will happen to the Messiah in Jerusalem.  He will suffer and die and then rise on the third day.  This is a brand new teaching that the disciples have no idea about and will be a major stumbling block for them.  This is a totally new understanding of the role of the Messiah who will save the world through his suffering and death.  Jesus does not want the disciples or others who have a false notion of the Messiah rooted in the traditional expectation of the Messiah as a triumphant figure who will resort e the monarchy of David.

3. Romans 11: 33-36

· Paul praises and rejoices in the wisdom of God’s plan. Despite the failings of both the Jews and the Gentiles God has gifted them with faith. The ways in which God has revealed himself to the world is beyond anything that could have been imagined or conceived. It is amazing that God extends the invitation to believe so readily to human beings. All one can do is to praise him and thank him for his goodness and mercy.
