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THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Sirach 3: 17-18, 20, 28-29 
Luke 14: 7-14 

Hebrews 12: 18-19, 22-24a 
 

1. Sirach 3: 17-18, 20, 28-29 

• The Book of Sirach is also known as the Wisdom of Ben Sira and 
Ecclesiasticus. 

• V. 17/18: The author encourages his students to embrace humility—an 
honest appraisal of oneself and one’s abilities. He says that a humble person 
is loved ore than a giver of gifts. 

• V. 18/19: Even if a person possesses true greatness, if they humble 
themselves—not seeking honors or boasting and flaunting their importance—
then God will show them mercy. 

• V. 22: Everyone should focus on what is given to them to know and not 
concern themselves with things they do not understand.  

• V.23: A humble person does not overreach and busy themselves in things 
that are beyond their understanding. 

• V 24: Pride leads people to think that they are smarter than what they are and 
they get in over their heads. This can lead them to doing wrong. 

2. Luke 14: 7-14 

• V. 1-6: Jesus has gone to the home of a distinguished Pharisee. There he 
cures a man even though it is the Sabbath-a serious bone of contention with 
the Pharisees. He chides them for rejoicing in the gift of life and wholeness on 
the Sabbath.  They would rescue an animal on the Sabbath.  Why not a 
human person? 

• V. 7-10: Jesus observes at the banquet that everyone is looking for the seats 
of honor.  He gives some practical advice.  Take a lower seat and then be 
called to a higher seat.  That is much better than take a higher seat and being 
asked to go to a lower seat.  In the society of Jesus’ day, honor and shame 
were major concerns. You always wanted to be honored in the front of others 
and not be embarrassed in front of others.   

• V. 11: Then, Jesus draws a moral lesson.  Those who exalt self will be 
humbled and those who humble self will be exalted.  At the end of time, there 
will be a great reversal.  The poor, the lowly, those looked down upon by 
society, those excluded and ignored will be exalted and lifted.up.  We see this 
in the Magnificat of Mary and in the Beatitudes as well as in the saying: the 
first will be last and the last will be first.  Therefore, we should seek to humble 
ourselves now so that God can exalt us later.  We should associate with the 
humble now and be exalted later.  Imagine the shame of being cast down at 
the end of time when the verdict is final and eternal. 

• V. 12-14:  Jesus then instructs his host who would have only invited those 
who could return an invitation to a socially prestigious event.  He tells him to 



invite the poor, crippled, lame and blind. Their inability to pay him back with 
an invitation will win for him an invitation to eternal life. Jesus challenges us to 
choose to associate with those in need so that our repayment will be in 
heaven. 

3. Hebrews 12: 18-19, 22-24a 

• V. 18-19: The author compares the fear of the people when God revealed 
himself on Mt. Sinai when he gave the Law to Moses.  God revealed himself 
in thunder and trumpet blasts that terrified the people who begged that Moses 
speak to God and keep them safe.  The old covenant was enforced with fear 
and punishment. 

• V. 22-24a: They now have direct access to God without fear of punishment.  
They are citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem and members of the community 
of believers.  God is their judge and Jesus is their mediator.  Jesus has 
formed a new covenant through his death and resurrection that is superior to 
the old covenant.  


