
BIBLE STUDY 
August 29, 2022 

 
THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Wisdom 9: 13-18b 
Luke 14: 25-33 

Philemon 9-10, 12-17 
 

1. Wisdom 9: 13-18b 

• The Book of Wisdom was written about 100 years before Christ by a Jew 
who lived in the Diaspora in Alexandria.  He wrote in Greek with Jewish 
thought.  The first ten chapters give background to the teaching of Jesus 
and insight into how the early Christian began to understand Jesus as the 
Wisdom or Logos through whom all things were created. 

• Our passage is from a prayer of Solomon extoling Wisdom personified as 
an attendant at the throne of God.  (Later, Christian writers identified 
Wisdom with Jesus the Christ through whom all things were created.) 

• V. 13: Who can know or understand the mind of God? 

• V. 14: The thoughts of human beings are nothing in comparison to the 
thoughts of God. 

• V. 15: The writer uses Platonic thought of the soul being imprisoned and 
limited by the body.  This is very different from Hebrew thought that saw 
the body and the soul s one entity. 

• V. 16: The writer returns to more Hebrew/Biblical thought by seeing all 
things as a mystery.  It is hard to understand the things of earth much less 
the things of heaven. 

• V. 17: We can only understand through the inspiration of God’s Spirit that 
brings Wisdom. 

• V. 18: Through the Holy Spirit of God and Wisdom people understood 
what pleases God and how to walk in his ways. 

2. Luke 14: 25-33 

• V. 25: The setting: great crowds following Jesus (discipleship) and he 
turns to address them---to challenge them. 

• V. 26: Love/hate is a Semitic idiom to express preference. If one prefers 
something over another, he/she is said to love one and hate the other.  
Jesus is not telling us to hate family but rather to let our discipleship set 
the terms of our family relations. For example, to follow Jesus as a disciple 
even if family opposes it. 

• V. 27: Once again Jesus uses the image of carrying one’s cross to signify 
taking up of the challenges that each one’s life poses and carrying it in 
union with Christ as he carried his cross. If we do not bear the burdens of 
life, we cannot be a disciple.   

• V. 28: We have to be intentional and thoughtful when we make a 
commitment to follow Jesus.  We need to calculate if we have the will and 
determination to do so just as a builder must calculate if he can complete 
a project.  



• V. 29-30: If I start something that I cannot finish, I bring shame upon 
myself.  Saving face and avoiding shame was an important value in Jesus’ 
time. 

• V. 31-32: Another example of careful planning is an army deciding 
whether they can win a battle with the resources they have against an 
army with more resources. It will be wise to negotiate a settlement rather 
than suffer a costly defeat. These examples may be referring to the 
courage and stamina to withstand persecution. 

• V. 33: Renouncing possessions is to be understood in the love/hate idiom.  
Renouncing possessions means preferring Christ to everything and 
counting possessions as of second importance.  Therefore, I am internally 
free to give of my possessions to alms in order to win a reward in the 
Kingdom.  The joys that await us in the Kingdom put into perspective the 
giving up of earthly joys, e.g. family and possessions.  Although I am 
forgoing present joy and comfort, I am doing so for the sake of an eternal 
reward without comparison. 

3. Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

• In the shortest of Paul’s letters, he writes to Philemon about his slave, 
Onesimus, who has escaped and is with Paul and whom Paul baptized. 
Paul is begging Philemon to receive Onesimus back, not as a slave but as 
a brother in Christ.  Paul also hints that he would like for Onesimus to 
remain with him as a minister of the Gospel. Paul begs Philemon in the 
strongest terms not to punish Onesimus but receive him back with a new 
status, a brother in Christ.  If he has stolen anything from him, Paul says 
that he will repay him and reinforces that promise by repeating it in his 
own handwriting. However, Paul reminds Philemon that he (Philemon) is 
indebted to him. 

• The letter raises many issues about the acceptance of slavery as an 
institution in the New Testament. Some commentators say that because 
they believed that the return of the Lord was imminent, they did not 
concern themselves with social concerns.  It is also said that the early 
Christian community was in no position of power to challenge the 
institution of slavery. However, Paul is proposing something revolutionary. 

• Paul is arguing that Baptism brings about a new social order.  Since they 
are both baptized in Christ, Philemon and Onesimus are brothers in 
Christ.  There is a spirit of freedom and equality by virtue of Baptism, 
whether or not the social system recognizes it.  
 

 

 


