BIBLE STUDY
August 31, 2020

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Ezekiel 33: 7-9

Matthew 18: 15-20
Romans 13: 8-10

1. Ezekiel 33: 7-9

· Chapter 33 begins a new section (chapters 33-48) with a new role for Ezekiel as the announcer of salvation. Previously, he was designated as the announcer of judgement (chapters 3-24). 
· The chapter begins with a reflection on the role of the sentinel.  The sentinel’s duty is to warn the people if an enemy is approaching. If the sentinel blows the trumpet in warning and the people do not heed, then the consequences are on them.  But, if the sentinel fails to warn the people, the responsibility for the fate of the people is on him.
· Vv. 7: Ezekiel is referred to as Son of Man.  “Son of man” was a common idiom to express one’s belonging to the human race.  God refers to Ezekiel as “son of man” throughout the book.  It probably emphasizes the vast difference between God who is divine and Ezekiel who is human.  In the Book of Daniel, chapter 7, “Son of Man” is associated with a mysterious figure that approaches God, the Ancient of Days.  He may represent the faithful people of Israel who will receive the everlasting kingdom from God.  Their humanity is in contrast to the beasts that represent the passing kingdoms of the earth. Over time, it most likely began to be associated to the coming Messiah.  Jesus is referred to as the Son of Man especially when there is a reference to judgement and his return as Judge. In Revelation 1: 13, John sees one like a son of man standing among the gold lampstands. Here the Son of Man is Christ in glory.  It is likely that what was at first an expression to refer to a simple human person became connected to the Messiah and then to Jesus as Lord.
2. Matthew 18: 15-20

· Matthew 18 is the fourth discourse of Jesus in Matthew.  There are five discourses: the Sermon on the Mount, the missionary discourse, the parable discourse, the community life discourse, and the discourse about final things. The community life discourse is about the internal life of the church.  18: 1-14 is about the humility required of members and how to treat the lowly members of the community.  There is a stern warning to those who would scandalize or harm the faith of a little one—a member of the church with immature faith or one who is a rank and file member without great influence or standing in the community.
· 18: 15-20 is how to deal with a church member who sins or acts scandalously. There is an outline of a procedure for dealing with an errant member.  The process is designed to maintain confidentiality until a determination is made. The goal is to win your brother or sister back—rehabilitation. If a brother or sister will not listen, then they are to be cut off from the community. The requirement of witnesses and the treating of the sinner as a foreigner are rooted in Jewish law. However, the emphasis is on making a brother or sister aware of their wrongdoing and giving them the opportunity to change their ways.  The member has three chances to listen to the admonition of the church. If it becomes necessary to excommunicate a member, then the church can be confident that it has the support of Jesus.  What they decide on earth is ratified in heaven. When two or three agree, it is approved by God the Father.  The church has confidence in the presence and guidance of Jesus and the Father as it makes decisions for the good of the community.
· The community’s dealings with a sinful member is always guided by the call to humility and reverence for the lowly in verses 1-5 and the need for radical forgiveness in vv. 21-35. The demands of humility and forgiveness are held in tension with the authority to make judgements.
· Verse 20: “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the midst of them:” The Risen Lord Jesus is present in the gathering of the church.  At the beginning of the Gospel, Jesus is called Emmanuel, God with us, and at the end he says, “I will be with you always…” The presence of The Risen Lord is real in the gathering of the church. We are the Body of Christ on earth.

· The first reading from Ezekiel guides us in our understanding of this passage.  As Christians we have an obligation to save our brothers and sisters.  We are responsible for them.  If we see them doing wrong, we need to bring it to their attention with the hope of getting them to change their ways.  If we do, we are like the sentinel in Ezekiel who warns the people of danger.  If they listen, they will be saved.  If they do not listen, the responsibility is on them.  If we do not warn, the responsibility is on us.

3. Romans 13: 8-10
· Chapter 13: 1-7: Paul’s message in the letter to the Romans is that the Christian is free of the law by faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus.  So, what is the Christian’s relationship to civil law?  Paul refers back to Wisdom 6: 1-3 to establish that all proper authority is given by God.  So, the Christian is bound to obey the civil law.  If the obey the law, they will be free of fear. A Christian should be a good citizen and obey the laws and pay taxes.
· Verses 8-10: But the only debt you should owe is the obligation of love.  Love fulfills the law.  If you love wholeheartedly, then you will satisfy every commandment. A person who truly loves others will not commit adultery, murder, stealing or coveting another’s possessions. If you love your neighbor, you fulfill the law.
