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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10 

Luke 12: 49-53 

Hebrews 12: 1-4 

 

1. Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10 

• Jeremiah was one of the major prophets of Israel.  He prophesied during 

the siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.  He advised the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem to surrender to Babylon to save their lives and to accept the 

punishment of exile for their unfaithfulness to their covenant with God. 

Jeremiah was persecuted because of his prophetic message which was 

refuted by false prophets.  The princes of Jerusalem asked the king to 

punish him because he was demoralizing the people. They threw 

Jeremiah into a cistern where he would die of starvation. Ebed-Melech 

pleased for Jeremiah’s life and rescued him. 

• V. 4-6: The princes go to King Zedekiah and seek the death of Jeremiah 

for his prophesies.  The king is weak and not strong enough to oppose the 

princes.  They take him and throw him in the cistern where he will surely 

die of starvation. 

• V. 7: Ebed-melech intercedes for Jeremiah.  Ebed-melech is an 

Ethiopian—and African man—who is an official in the court of King 

Zedekiah.  It is notable that the lectionary leaves out verse 7 which 

identifies him as an African and as an official.  Ebed-melech is often 

identified as a slave of the king, presuming that all Africans were slaves. 

However, Ebed-melech is an example of the high standing that Africans 

were held in by Israel.  In the Bible, Africa and African are the measure of 

greatness.  When Israel wants to say how great they are, they compare 

themselves to Africans.  The king would seek out an African as an official 

because of their reputation for learning, governance, legal wisdom and 

military acumen. That Ebed-Melech had such easy access to the king and 

that the king was so inclined to accept his advice over and against the 

prince’s underscores the important position he held in the court. 

• Ebed-melech saves Jeremiah from death. 

2. Luke 12: 49-53 

• Jesus reveals the passion and the impatience in his heart for his mission 

to be accomplished. He is very much the prophet in this passage whose 

message will make people decide to accept or reject his message. 



• V. 49: I have come to cast fire on the earth: this fire could refer to 

judgement.  Elijah the prophet brought down fire on the earth to make the 

people decide between the Lord and Baal. John the Baptist spoke about 

the Messiah coming as judge. It could also refer to the Holy Spirit that 

would come upon the disciples as tongues of fire. 

• V. 50: The baptism refers to Jesus death on the cross as when to James 

and John he asked, “Can you be baptized with the baptism with which I 

must be baptized?”  Jesus expresses his intense desire that his mission—

to die on the cross and rise again—be accomplished. 

• V. 51: Jesus’ mission will cause division because people will have to 

decide to accept or reject.  At Jesus’ presentation in the temple, Simeon 

had predicted that he would be the cause of the rise and fall of many as 

the true intentions of people’s hearts would be revealed. He would bring 

peace only to those who accept his message. 

• V. 52: Families will be divided for and against Jesus.  This is the true 

situation of Jesus’ first disciples.  Their acceptance of Jesus led to a 

separation from their families.  In rejecting their Jewish heritage, the broke 

relationships with their families. 

• V. 53: Jesus highlights the pain and cost of the separation by detailing the 

relationship that will be affected. 

3. Hebrews 12: 1-4 

• The author of the Letter of the Hebrews is exhorting his listeners to faith 

and hope in their Christian journey.  He has enumerated the great heroes 

of the Old Testament who give us extraordinary examples of faith, e.g. 

Abraham. 

• V. 1: These heroes of the OT surround us as a great cloud of witnesses 

who cheers us on as crowds in the stadium encourage the athletes on the 

field. Like athletes, we are to overcome every obstacle and shake off 

everything that holds us back so that we can run our race. 

• V. 2: The greatest hero of all is Jesus, who has shown us the way by his 

suffering and death on the cross and his rising to glory and exultation at 

God’s right hand. 

• V. 3: Jesus is a model for us.  His sufferings can inspire us to bravely 

endure our sufferings.  

• V. 4: The believers who are being addressed have not yet to shed blood.  

They have not suffered as much as Jesus. 


