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THE GOSPELS OF 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Vigil: Matthew 1: 1-25 

During the Night: Luke 2: 1-14 
Dawn: Luke 2: 15-20 

Day: John 1: 1-18 
 

1. Matthew 1: 1-25 

• The genealogy of Matthew is not meant to give us historical knowledge of 
the ancestry of Jesus.  Rather, it is constructed in order to reveal to us the 
meaning of Jesus’ birth, that he is truly the Son of David.  The salvation 
Jesus brings is a fulfillment of the promise made to David that his house 
would last forever. 

• It is said that there are fourteen generations from Abraham to David, 
fourteen from David to the exile, and fourteen from the Exile to the 
Messiah.  The consonants of David’s name add up to fourteen.  (Each 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet was assigned a number.  The sum of 
numbers was thought to hold meaning.) The orderly fashion of the 
calculation, coupled with David’s name, gives a sense of God’s carefully 
worked out plan.  Now was the time for the Messiah, Son of David, to be 
born. 

• The genealogy is unusual in that it contains the names of four women: 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the wife of Uriah, Bathsheba.  All four were of 
Gentile origin.  They were not Jews.  Each one had a somewhat 
scandalous aura about them.  Tamar had sexual relations with her father 
in law, Judah. Rahab was a prostitute who aided the spies of Israel in 
Canaan. Ruth had a complicated relationship with Boaz. Bathsheba had 
an affair with King David and her husband was killed as a result. At least 
in the cases of Tamar, Rahab and Ruth, the scandal was more superficial 
and hidden good was accomplished.   

• The genealogy teaches us that Jesus is a descendent of saints and 
sinners and both famous and anonymous persons.  He had skeletons in 
his closet and holy irregularities in his family history.  His genealogy 
encourages us to embrace our family history with all its ups and downs, 
twists and turns, and see how God works with our human condition to 
achieve his purposes.  God write straight on crooked lines! 

• The highpoint of the genealogy is that Jesus’ mother is Mary by the Holy 
Spirit. The irregularities of the genealogy prepare us for this miraculous 
birth.  What seems to outsiders as scandalous is to those who know the 
work of God. 

• Through Joseph, his foster father, he is of the house of David and Son of 
David.  Matthew tells the troy of the birth of Jesus through the eyes of 
Joseph.  That Mary is found to be pregnant before marriage is a scandal 



punishable by death.  The angel communicates to Joseph by a dream that 
he should take Mary as his wife. (Remember, Joseph, the son of Jacob, 
interpreted dreams for Pharaoh.) The Law says otherwise and would 
condemn Mary to death by stoning.  Joseph’s love for her and his decency 
as a human being saves her.  Already we see that the Law has its 
limitations and that mercy trumps all. 

• The ignorance of Joseph to what is happening, his anguish about what to 
do, and his openness to God and his commands make Joseph a very 
sympathetic person to whom we can relate and enter the story through 
him.  “God does not wait until all is ready, right and perfect to enter the 
human scene. God enters it as it is to heal it from within.” 

• Joseph names Jesus according to the angel’s instruction making him his 
legal son. Jesus means savior.  He will save us from our sins.  Throughout 
the Gospel, Jesus reveals God’s desire to heal and forgive by his 
forgiveness of sins. 

2. Luke 2: 1-20 

• It was a census decreed by Caesar Augustus that had Jesus born in 
Bethlehem and not Nazareth.  Jesus needed to be born in Bethlehem in 
order to fulfill the prophecies that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem, David’s city.  Luke tells us that God was in charge, using 
Caesar Augustus to fulfill his plan.   

• The baby was wrapped in swaddling clothes.  They are a symbol of 
Solomon said, “In swaddling clothes and with constant care, I was 
nurtured.” (Wisdom 7:4) 

• He was laid in a manger. In Isaiah 1: 3: “An ox knows its owner, and an 
ass its master’s manger; but Israel does not know, my people do not 
understand.  Israel and especially its leaders will not recognize its 
Messiah.   A manger was a trough for the feeding of animals.  Jesus will 
become the bread for the world. He will feed the world with his word and 
his body and blood in the Eucharist. 

• There was no room in the inn. This symbolizes the rejection that Jesus 
will receive throughout his life.  We close the inn of our hearts to him. 

• The first news of the birth of the Messiah was given to shepherds. 
Shepherds were vagabonds without roots.  They were itinerant workers 
who followed the available jobs.  Being out in the fields with the sheep left 
them unable to observe all the Jewish laws and regulations and the 
requirements of temple worship. They represented the tax collectors and 
sinners whom Jesus would welcome.  The news of Jesus’ birth did not first 
come to the rich and powerful but to the poor and marginalized. 

• The good news of the birth of the Savior was announced by the angels. 
The heavens opened up to earth as the angels announced the good news.  
Jesus’ death and resurrection will open the gates of heaven that had been 
closed by the sin of Adam and Eve.  The angels prefigure the 
reconciliation that Jesus will bring about between God and humanity. 

• The sign given to the shepherds was a child wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in manger. Not a miraculous sign.  Every baby was 



wrapped in swaddling clothes.  A baby of a poor family may be laid in a 
manger.  The sign means that God sent his Son as an ordinary baby, of 
poor and simple parents, in humble surroundings.  He was not born in a 
palace or to wealthy and powerful parents.  God works in simple ways.   

• The reactions/response: The shepherds get up and go.  They believe 
the angels’ message and take action.  They glorify and praise God for 
what they have seen.  Mary reflects on all these things storing them in her 
heart.  She contemplates the actions of God.  Others are amazed.  In 
Luke’s Gospel amazement is the first step on the road to faith. 

3. John 1: 1-18 

• The prologue to John’s Gospel is a poem that celebrates the mystery of 
the Word made flesh—the Incarnation.  Jesus is the incarnation of the pre-
existent Word, the Son of God, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity.  
It introduces images of life, light, truth, the world, testimony, and the Logos 
(Word) who reveals God the Father. 

• In the beginning: John repeats the first words of Genesis. The Logos 
(Word) existed eternally with the Father. The world was created through 
him by the Father. Life and light came through him from the Father. 

• The light of Jesus shines in the darkness of the world and the darkness 
will never extinguish the light. 

• John the Baptist gave testimony about Jesus as the Light of the world. He 
preached so that people would be prepared and believe in Jesus.  John 
was not Light; he pointed to the Light. 

• Jesus, the Son of God, now lived in the world—this world that was created 
through him, but the world did not recognize him.  John uses the word 
“world” to represent all those who closed their hearts to God.  He came to 
his own people but they did not receive him. 

• Those who did receive him became children of God by the power of God. 

• The Word became flesh.  The Son of God, pre-existent before all time, 
through whom all this were made, took on our human nature in Jesus of 
Nazareth. He made his dwelling among us means literally: he pitched his 
tent among us.  He took up residence with us.  He moved in with us.  In 
his humanity we saw the glory of God.  God’s glory is grace and truth. 

• John’s testimony is repeated. 

• We have received from him grace upon grace—gift upon gift.  God gives 
us freely of his goodness.  It is nothing we have earned or merited.  It is all 
pure gift through the goodness of God. 

• Moses gave the law; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. Jesus’ 
death and resurrection will abolish the law and give us grace and truth 
through the Holy Spirit. 

• We have not seen God—but we have seen him in the human face of 
Jesus.  Jesus came from the Father’s side—his bosom, his heart—to 
reveal him to us. 

 


