
BIBLE STUDY 
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

1 Samuel 26: 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 
Luke 6: 27-38 

1 Corinthians 15: 45-49 
 

1. 1 Samuel 26: 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 

• There was a bitter rivalry between King Saul and David.  After David 
defeated Goliath and won the praise of the people, Saul was envious of 
him and feared him because he thought he would take the throne away 
from him.  Saul sensed that the favor of God had left him and had fallen 
upon David. Indeed, that was true because Saul had disobeyed the Lord. 
The Lord had given Saul instructions to destroy the enemies of Israel in 
battle, but Saul made a deal with one of the kings to save his life and kept 
the best cattle instead of destroying them as God commanded. So, God 
took the kingship away from him and was planning to give it to David. 

• Several times, Saul plotted to kill David and pursued him with many 
troops. When David has a chance to kill Saul, he refuses because he still 
respects him as the king chosen by God, “the Lord’s Anointed.” This was 
the second time that David spared Saul’s life. 

2. Luke 6: 27-38 

• V. 27: The unique perspective of the Beatitudes is now made even more 
demanding by the admonition to “love your enemies and do good to those 
who hate you.”  

• V. 28-30: Jesus gives some specific examples as to what this kind of love 
might look like.  Return good for evil, a blessing for a curse, no resistance 
to a strike on the cheek, give more than what is asked, a tunic in addition 
to a cloak. Give to everyone who asks and do not ask that what is taken 
from you be returned.  These are very specific examples which do not 
lend themselves to general rules.  Jesus will often use hyperbole as a 
setting for his prophetic statements.  Jesus is asking for a heroic and 
radical degree of generosity.  These examples serve to spark our 
imagination of what life could be like if we rejected the standard norm of 
‘an eye for an eye.’  

• V. 31: The golden rule 

• V. 32-34: Jesus is challenging us to do more than the ordinary and to 
strive for the extraordinary.  It is ordinary to love those who love you, but 
extraordinary to love those who hate you. There is a very compelling logic 
in this challenge! 

• V. 35-36: If we act in this way, we are imitating God who loves both the 
good and the bad. We are to be like God in love and mercy! 

• V. 37:  If we do not judge, we will not be judged.  If we do not condemn, 
we will not be condemned.  



• V. 38: If we strive for this heroic love in our lives, God will pour out an 
incomparable amount of blessing and favor upon us.  The measure with 
which we measure will be measured out to us does not mean that God 
waits to see how generous we are and then responds in the same 
amount!  Rather, the more loving and generous we are, the greater is our 
capacity to receive God’s blessings.  God’s generosity is only limited by 
our ability to receive. 

3. 1 Corinthians 15: 45-49 

• Paul compares Adam and Christ.  Adam is the first Adam and Chris tis the 
second Adam. Adam became a living being but Christ became a life giving 
spirit. The earthly preceded the heavenly. Adam came from the dust of the 
earth and Christ came from heaven.  Just as Adam was of the earth, so 
are we.  But just as Christ was of the heavens, so are we by his grace.  
We have borne the earthly in Adam, so now let us bear the image of the 
heavenly in Christ. 


