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Sirach 27: 4-7 
Luke 6: 39-45 

1 Corinthians 15: 54-58 
 

1. Sirach 27: 4-7 

• The Book of Sirach’s original name is the Wisdom of Ben Sira.  It is also 
known as Ecclesiasticus (not to be confused with Ecclesiastes). It is part 
of the Apocrypha or Deutero-canonical books.  It was known by its Greek 
translation up to the nineteenth century when fragments of its original 
Hebrew were found.  More than 2/3 of the book is now known in its 
original Hebrew.  It is a book of proverbs and maxims related to 
maintaining religious faith and integrity through study of the books of the 
Jewish tradition. It provides information about the religious and social 
customs of the day.  It was written about 200 years before Christ. 

• Vv. 4-7: The importance of effective speech is an important theme in the 
wisdom tradition. 

• V. 4: Just as the shaking of a sieve exposes the husks, our words betray 
our faults and shortcomings. 

• V. 5: Just as pottery is tested in the fire, we reveal our self in our 
conversations. 

• V. 6: The quality of fruit of a tree shows if the tree has been well cultivated.  
The quality of a person’s speech shows what is in the heart—what is the 
person’s true intention and upbringing. 

• V. 7: You never know who a person really is until they speak. 
2. Luke 6: 39-45 

• Following the admonition to refrain from making judgements, Jesus tells 
two parables that illustrate how hard it is for us to make a fair judgement of 
another’s action given our own sinfulness, biases and prejudices.  Jesus is 
not prohibiting us from recognizing the faults of another but against 
passing judgement in a spirit of arrogance and blindness to our own faults. 

• V. 39: To judge another without a careful examination of self, is like a blind 
person leading a blind person. 

• V. 40: As a disciple recognizes his or her limitations in comparison to the 
teacher, so we are aware of our need for growth and change in 
comparison to Christ. 

• V. 41: A comical illustration of the plank in our eye while we are all 
concerned about the splinter in our brother or sister’s eye.  Our faults are 
greater than others and yet, we presume to judge them. 

• V. 42: Take care of your own faults before you involve yourself in the 
business of others. To do otherwise is to be a hypocrite which is derived 
from the Greek word for “actor,” one who pretends to be what they are not. 

• V. 43: You know a person by the fruit of their actions.   



• V. 44: Just as you know a good tree by the quality of its fruit.  A rotten tree 
does not bear good fruit nor does a good tree bear rotten fruit. You do not 
get figs or grapes from thorn bushes or bramble bushes.  

• V. 45: A good heart produces good words and actions.  An evil heart 
produces bad words and actions.  The heart is the storeroom of our 
character. Whatever is there, it what we do and say. 

3. 1 Corinthians 15: 54-58 

• Paul describes our resurrection as a total transformation from corruptibility 
(flesh and blood) to incorruptibility and mortality to immortality.  He 
envisions a resurrection when the dead will rise and the living will be 
changed along with them. When this happens the victory over death will 
be complete. 

• V. 55: Paul refers to the prophet Hosea 13: 14  “Shall I deliver them from 
the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from death? Where are your 
plagues, O Death? Where is your sting, O Sheol?” God call upon death 
and Sheol (hell) to punish Israel with plagues and its stings.  Paul reverses 
this quote to signal the defeat of death.  Death’s victory and its sting are 
no more.  Where are they?  Gone.   

• V. 56: Death’s sting is sin and any power death has is in the Law.   

• V. 57: They are all gone now through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
We have victory over sin and death in Jesus. 

• V. 58: Paul concludes with an exhortation to be form, steadfast, and 
always devoted to the Lord because the Lord guarantees that our labor is 
not in vain. He assures us of victory. 

 


