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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ODINARY TIME 

1 Samuel  3: 3b-10, 19 
John 1: 35-42 

1 Corinthians 6: 13c-15a, 17-20 
 

1. Samuel 3: 3b-10, 19 

• The Call of Samuel. Samuel was the son of Elkanah and Hannah.  
Hannah had no children and prayed for a child.  Eli, the priest, promised 
her that she would have a child.  She gave birth to Samuel and presented 
him to the Lord at the house of the Lord where Eli was priest. 

• While Samuel was serving Eli, he had a vision and message from the 
Lord.  While he was sleeping, the Lord called him three times. The first 
two times he thought it was Eli calling.  After the second call Eli realized it 
was the Lord who was calling him and told Samuel to say, “Speak, Lord, 
for your servant is listening.” 

• This revelation to Samuel came at a time when there were few revelations 
and visions from the Lord. 

• It happened when the lamp of God was not yet extinguished.  In the next 
chapter, the Ark of the Covenant will be lost in battle to the Philistines. 
This detail refers to the fact that the Ark was not yet lost. 

• The Lord reveals to Samuel that he will remove his favor from the house 
of Eli because Eli did not correct his sons from their blasphemy. They 
used their office as priests from their own benefit.  They took the best 
portions of the sacrifices.  Eli honored his sons more than he honored 
God. 

• The next morning, when he awoke, Eli asked Samuel what the Lord had 
said and insisted that he not withhold anything from him. Samuel told him 
everything.  Eli responded: “It is the Lord.  What is pleasing in the Lord’s 
sight, the Lord will do.” 

2. John 1: 35-42 

• Vv 35-37: John the Baptist is standing with two of his disciples (Andrew 
and presumably John) as Jesus walks by.  John the Baptist points to him 
and says, “Behold the Lamb of God.” The two disciples could not possibly 
have understood what “Lamb of God” meant, but were intrigued enough to 
follow Jesus.  John the Baptist has completed his mission of pointing out 
the Messiah as he hands his disciples over to Jesus. He is decreasing and 
Jesus is increasing. 

• Vv. 38: They follow Jesus.  Jesus turns and asks them ‘what are you 
looking for?’ This question has twol levels.  On the surface, he is simply 
asking why they are following him.  On a deeper level, Jesus is asking 
them what are their deepest desires and what do they want out of life? 
Andrew and John are already seeking deeper meaning because they are 



disciples of John the Baptist.  By following after Jesus, they have begun a 
journey that will lead them to deeper and more abundant life. 

• These first words of Jesus in the Gospel are addressed to every reader of 
the Gospel.  What are you looking for?  What do you desire?  What do you 
want out of life? It presumes dissatisfaction with the way things are and 
with the superficial things of life.  It opens us to receive Jesus’ invitation to 
follow him on a journey of discipleship that will give the fullness of life, life 
eternal. 

• The two potential disciples call Jesus, ‘Rabbi.’ This reveals that are just 
starting out on their journey.  Rabbi means teacher.  They will learn that 
Jesus is much more than a teacher. 

• They ask him ‘where are you staying?’ This question also has deeper 
levels of meaning.  On the surface, they simply ask where he is living, 
where is his room or house.  On a deeper level, the verb ‘stay’ is also 
used to mean abide as in the Father and Son abiding in us.  Or as Jesus 
abided at the Father’s side before time began.  Their question opens the 
possibility of their future relationship with the Father in Jesus and through 
the Spirit.  They will abide with him. 

• V. 39: ‘Come and you will see’ is Jesus’ answer. On the surface, it means 
that they can come and see where he lives now in Bethany.  On a deeper 
level, it means that they are about to embark on a journey that will reveal 
to them the glory of God because Jesus is the Word made flesh.  They will 
see as it says in the Prologue: “we have seen his glory, glory as of an only 
son of a father, full of grace and truth.” (1: 14c-e). The main point of John’s 
Gospel is to believe that the glory of God can dwell in the human person 
of Jesus. God has made his dwelling place with us. 

• V. 40-42: One of the disciples is identified as Andrew who is the brother of 
Simon. Andrew goes to Simon and tells him he has found the Messiah—
his faith has grown in the day he spent with Jesus. Andrew brings Simon 
to Jesus.  This is evangelization.  Person to person communication about 
the Good News of salvation. 

• Jesus gives Simon the name Cephas or Peter meaning Rock which 
anticipates his role as leader of the apostles.  Peter will only become the 
leader when he has experienced his weakness by denying Jesus and 
having been healed by the forgiveness of Jesus. 

3. 1 Corinthians 6: 13c-15a, 17-20 

• Some members of the Corinthian community felt that only spiritual things 
mattered. Anything to do with the body was not important and morally 
neutral.  Therefore, sexual activity was not governed by moral norms and 
a person was free to do anything he/she wanted. Hence, the slogan in 
verse 12: Everything is lawful for me.  Since I live in the spirit I am not 
bound by any law.  

• Paul refutes this claim by arguing that our bodies belong to the Lord. Our 
bodies are members of the body of Christ. Our bodies are temples of the 
Holy Spirit. We are not our own but we belong to God. 



• In Genesis it says that a man shall leave his mother and father and cling 
to his wife and the two become one flesh.  Therefore, to engage in sexual 
immorality (with a prostitute or any other promiscuous union) is to become 
one with that person. It is a complete distortion of God’s gift of sexuality. 
Our bodies are sacred and belong to God.  Therefore, we must treat them 
as such. 

• This passage presents a very rich teaching on sexuality as a gift of God 
and sacred. Therefore, we must care for our bodies as we would a temple 
and only do with our bodies what is pleasing to God. 

• We have been purchased at a price (the blood of Christ). 

• It is not merely a negative command, ‘Do not engage in immorality.’  
Rather it is a positive command to glorify God with your body. 


