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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Nehemiah 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
Luke 1: 1-4, 4:14-21 

1 Corinthians 12: 12-30 
 

1. Nehemiah 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 

• The books of Ezra and Nehemiah are companion books.  “The 
achievements of the two men were complementary; each helped to make 
it possible for Judaism to maintain its identity during the difficult days of 
the Restoration. Ezra was the great religious reformer who succeeded in 
establishing the Torah as the constitution of the returned community.  
Nehemiah, governor of the province of Judah, was the man of action who 
rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem and introduced necessary administrative 
reforms.” From the intro to Nehemiah in the St. Joseph edition of the New 
American Bible, revised  

• These verses describe an assembly of the people at which Nehemiah and 
Ezra read the Law of Moses to the people in preparation for their renewal 
of the covenant, after the exile, by agreeing to obey the law. 

• Everyone who is able to understands gathers in the public square as Ezra 
reads the entire law aloud to the assembly.  The reading lasts all morning 
long as Ezra explains the law to the people so that everyone understands. 

• The people are weeping as they hear the law because it brings them great 
joy and consolation. Nehemiah urges them not to cry but to rejoice.  He 
encourages them to celebrate with rich food and drink because this is a 
day of great gladness as the covenant is renewed.  It is a day that is holy 
to the Lord. 

• The people begin to celebrate and have great joy because they 
understand the law, i.e., that the law will bind them to God and bring them 
much happiness if they obey it. 

2. Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21 

• This scene can be described as Jesus’ inaugural address. After having 
success in the surrounding city and towns, he returns to his hometown of 
Nazareth and assumes a teaching role in the local synagogue.  He reads 
from Isaiah 61: 1-2 and announces that it is fulfilled “today.” 

• Throughout the Christmas season, we have seen the Servant Songs of 
Isaiah used to describe the vocation of the Messiah.  His hearers in the 
synagogue would not have understood the verses as referring to a time in 
the past but as the present promise of God to send a savior/servant.  
Jesus’ “today” is proclaiming that God’s promises are now to be fulfilled. 

• Jesus adds a verse from Isaiah 58:5-7 to Isaiah 61, “to let the oppressed 
go free.”  In Isaiah 58, the context of this verse is that Israel has focused 
on the ritual aspects of the law and has neglected its social justice 
demands. This will become a major theme in Luke’s Gospel.  Jesus’ 



ministry “to let the oppressed go free.” Sin is more than guilt for misdeeds 
but rather being held bound by the forces of evil. Jesus will release those 
who are held bound by the grip of the evil one. 

• Jesus will proclaim “a year of acceptance.” This God’s stance toward his 
people He extends his arms in welcome and hospitality to accept or to 
receive them.  This is another important theme in Luke’s Gospel:  God 
stands ready to welcome his children back.  Even before repentance he 
stands ready to accept them back.  The love poured out by this 
acceptance can facilitate the repentance. God will be personified as the 
father in the Parable of the Prodigal Son who waits on his son’s return and 
is ready to receive him back. 

• The selection we read this Sunday is part one of the story.  Next Sunday, 
we will read part two when the town of Nazareth turns against Jesus and 
tries to kill him.  They reject him because they think they know him.  They 
saw him grow up and they know his family.  How can he talk like this?  It 
gets even more heated when Jesus says he cannot perform any miracles 
there because of their lack of faith. The drama of the whole Gospel get 
played out in this episode.  God stands ready to receive and to accept, but 
people reject the hospitality and acceptance of God. 

3. 1 Corinthians 12: 12-30 

• In answer to the divisions and factions in the Corinthian church, Paul 
proposes the analogy of the body.  Just as the body has many parts so 
does the Body of Christ have many gifts and ministries.  He takes time to 
expand on the analogy, explaining it at length.  Every part of the body is 
essential to its coordinated functioning. If the body were all one part, what 
would happen to the other senses?  Do the parts of the body reject each 
other and fight over their importance?  Hardly.  Even the weaker and less 
honorable parts receive more care. 

• So it is with the Body of Christ. Each person has a special role to play.  
The gifts (charisms) and ministries are given by God for a specific 
purpose. There is a diversity of functions but a unity of purpose. 

 
 


