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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jeremiah 1: 4-5, 17-19 
Luke 4: 21-30 

1 Corinthians 12: 31—13:13 
 

1. Jeremiah 1: 4-5, 17-19 

• The prophet Jeremiah was born in about 650 BC.  The story of his call to 
be a prophet says that he was destined to be a prophet from his mother’s 
womb. Jeremiah prophesied during a time of tumultuous political upheaval 
as Judah/Israel is at the mercy of Egypt, Assyria and Babylon. Jeremiah 
opposed the political machinations of the kings that led to a weakening of 
their dependence upon God and their courting of the gods of their 
oppressors.  Jeremiah was attacked, ridiculed, and imprisoned.  His 
sufferings are seen as a foreshadowing of the sufferings of Christ. 

• V. 4-5: Jeremiah was called to be a prophet even before his birth.  

• V. 6-7: Jeremiah protests that he is too young to be a prophet. He does 
not know how to speak. A characteristic of a true prophet is that they feel 
unworthy and unqualified for the call.  God assures them that he will 
provide whatever they need.  Jeremiah’s excuse is the same as Moses’. 

• Vv. 8-10: God tells Jeremiah not to be afraid.  God will place his words in 
Jeremiah’s mouth so that he will know what to say. God has 
commissioned Jeremiah to bring about the transformation of Israel/Judah 
by uprooting, tearing down, destroying, demolishing but also building and 
planting. 

• V. 11: There is a word play here.  The word for almond tree is very similar 
to the word for watcher/watching. The almond tree was called “the 
watcher” because it was a sign of spring coming. Jeremiah is to be a 
watcher for the signs of God’s fulfillment of his promises communicated 
through him. 

• V. 15-16: a boiling pot: an invasion from the north. God will being 
judgement on all who do not follow his word. 

• V. 17: God tells Jeremiah that he has to make himself strong to withstand 
the attacks of those who oppose him. Jeremiah should not fear because 
God will be with him as a pillar of iron and a wall of bronze.  Although 
Jeremiah will be opposed, his enemies will not win because God will be 
with him to deliver him. 

2. Luke 4: 21-30 

• This is Part II of last week’s Gospel story.  Last Sunday, Jesus proclaims 
his mission to be the servant that will bring about the acceptance 
(welcome) of God of all his people especially the poor, the captive, the 
blind and the oppressed. This Sunday recounts the people of Nazareth’s 
reaction.  At first, they are positive and delight in his words and message.  
They claim him as a “native son,” a local boy made good.  “Isn’t this the 



son of Joseph?”  That is only partially true as we have seen in the story of 
the Finding of the Child in the Temple.  He tells his mother that he must be 
about his Father’s business.  He is the son of Joseph but he is also the 
Son of God.  The people of Nazareth cannot claim him and box him into a 
neat category.  They cannot claim special privilege to his miracles 
because he is their home boy.   

• Jesus anticipates their reaction by pointing out that they probably are 
going to ask him to perform the miracles they have heard about from 
Capernaum. Jesus confronts this narrow attitude of privilege. They cannot 
control him and keep him back from his far ranging mission of bringing all 
people together.  Jesus is ready for rejection by quoting a proverb, “No 
prophet is accepted in his own native place.” 

• Jesus reminds them of two Old Testament stories that show that God 
shows no partiality. The widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian were 
both Gentiles who received God’s favor through Elijah and Elisha by 
providing food to the widow and healing to the leper. Jesus is following a 
biblical tradition. The people of Nazareth cannot expect special treatment 
because they are townspeople of Jesus.  They must be converted and 
receive what God is doing.  At Jesus’ Presentation in the Temple, Simeon 
prophesized that Jesus would “reveal the thoughts of many hearts.” The 
Nazoreans’ hearts are revealed as too narrow for the wide plan of God’s 
salvation. 

• They turn on Jesus and are ready to throw him off the brow of the hill to 
kill him.  But he walks through them and went away (on his way).  This 
predicts the future fate of Jesus.  They will turn on him in Jerusalem after 
first acclaiming him on Palm Sunday. They will succeed this time in killing 
him.  However, through his Resurrection, he will pass through their midst 
and be on his way back to the Father’s side as the apostles and disciples 
go on their way to the ends of the earth. 

3. 1 Corinthians 12: 31—13:13 

• Paul reaches the highpoint of his argument.  He now proposes love as the 
most excellent way of achieving spiritual advancement and maturity. 
Through the analogy of the body with many parts but a unified and 
harmonized functioning, Paul has argued against the Corinthians’ claims 
of spiritual superiority and targeted their pride in possessing spiritual gifts. 
Now he proposes a new goal that of love which undergirds and crowns all 
other spiritual goals. 

• In verses 1-3, Paul lists the gifts valued by the Corinthians, naming them 
in ascending importance: tongues, prophecy, knowledge, faith and self-
sacrifice and says that they are nothing if one does not have love. 

• Verses 4-7 lists the attributes of love: patient, kind, not jealous, not 
pompous, not inflated, not rude, not self-seeking, not quick-tempered, not 
nursing injuries.  Love rejoices with the truth, bears, believes, hopes, and 
endures all things. Paul implicitly criticizing the Corinthians because they 
have not shown these attributes in their dealings with one another. 



• Verses 8-12: Paul’s crowning statement: love never fails. All other gifts like 
prophecies, tongues, and knowledge will one day cease. Because one 
day we will have no need of prophecy or tongues or knowledge because 
they represent only temporary things.  One day we will possess all 
knowledge and understanding and have no need of those things.  The 
difference will be like the difference between a child and an adult. Now we 
only see like the reflection in a mirror but there will come a day when we 
see God face to face. We shall know God completely just as we will be 
completely known by God.  

• V. 13: Even faith will pass away because we will see with certainty and not 
have need of faith.  Hope will pass away because we will possess that 
which we hoped for.  But love will never pass away.  That is why it is the 
greatest. 


