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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 
Mark 1: 21-28 

1 Corinthians 7: 32-35 
 

1. Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 

• The prophet: Moses could be referring to all those true prophets who 
would follow him and would speak the word of God to the people.  By 
Jesus’ time, it had taken on an interpretation as referring to the coming 
Messiah. In John 1: 21, when the religious leaders from Jerusalem 
questioned John about his identity, they asked him if he was Elijah or the 
Prophet.  This refers to this saying of Moses that God would raise up a 
Prophet. 

• V. 15: “A prophet like me:” Not like those described in verses 9-14 who 
would be false prophets engaging in practices having to do with 
soothsaying and divination. These express belief in powers other than 
God. 

• V. 16: This fulfills what the people asked for. They wanted a spokesperson 
for God so that they would not be exposed to the full glory of God and thus 
risk death.  Human beings were considered unable to see God’s glory and 
live. 

• God gives authority to the Prophet.  The words of the Prophet will be 
God’s words.  Anyone who does not listen or obey the words of the 
Prophets will be ignoring and disobeying God and will be punished. 

• Likewise the Prophet must be faithful to God’s words. Otherwise, he will 
die. 

2. Mark 1: 21-28 

• In the background of Mark’s Gospel, there is the belief that Jesus has 
come announcing the inauguration of the Kingdom of God that will 
definitively defeat the kingdom of the devil.  Jesus is engaging in the 
cosmic battle between good and evil. The Kingdom of God is the way that 
God wants the world to be. It represents a return to the relationship that 
human beings (Adam and Eve) had with God before the fall. It is a 
Kingdom of justice and peace, of love and mercy, of healing and 
forgiveness.  The devil was defeated through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  The Kingdom has “already” begun but is “not yet” complete 
until the end of time.  We live in this middle time. 

• Capernaum is Jesus’ city.  Next to Nazareth it is the closest Jesus has to 
a permanent location.  In the first part of the Gospel it becomes his home 
base, where he operates from.  We can presume that Jesus’ attending the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day was a regular part of his routine. 

• Jesus is a teacher. But, Mark, unlike Matthew, gives us very little of the 
content of his teaching.  That he proclaimed, “This is the time of fulfillment.  



The Kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 
1: 15) is sufficient for Mark. Jesus teaching is that a new age is dawning.  
The long reign of sin has ended. The relationship between God and us 
has been restored. 

• Jesus taught with the authority of God.  Jesus was the presence and the 
voice of God in their midst.  He was not like the scribes who repeated the 
commentary of the rabbis on the Scriptures.  He spoke God’s words like 
the Prophet that God promised to Moses. 

• Jesus was also an exorcist---but do not get it confused with the Hollywood 
version of an exorcist.  It means that Jesus was entering into battle with 
the devil and will win. The evil spirit in the man possessed reacts violently 
to the presence of God in Jesus.  The evil spirit seeks to gain power of 
Jesus by asserting his identity.  “I know who you are---the Holy One of 
God.” The presence of evil can be the possession of a person by an evil 
spirit.  It can also be the grip of sin on a person or the chains of guilt and 
shame.  In the broader sense, it is God liberating his people.  He is setting 
his people free.  It is an Exodus event. 

• Jesus rebukes the evil spirit.  The evil spirit has no authority and no power 
of Jesus.  Jesus expels the spirit from the man.  Recall how God rebukes 
the darkness and creates light and how he separates the dry land from the 
water at Creation in Genesis 1. Remember how Jesus rebukes the wind 
and waves when he calms the storm at sea.  This is the same action as 
Jesus rebukes evil. 

• The evil spirit convulses the man and comes out with a loud shriek.  This 
scene resembles Jesus’ moment of death when the curtain in the temple 
is ripped in two and Jesus cries out in a loud voice. Jesus’ death may at 
first seem like defeat but in three days it will be revealed as victory over 
the devil, sin and death. 

• The people acclaim Jesus as a teacher and exorcist.  These two roles are 
one in the same.  Jesus’ teaching is that God is setting his people free.  
He is leading them out of sin into life. 

• Jesus experiences initial success in Galilee.  His reputation grows.  But, 
this will all change. 

3. 1 Corinthians 7: 32-35 

• In this section, Paul has begun to answer questions that the Corinthians 
have sent to him for guidance. The first question he considers is about 
marriage. There was a group of Christians in Corinth who felt that they 
were spiritually more advanced than the others.  They see to have 
practiced a severe asceticsm (a life of penance and denial of the body) 
and wanted everyone else to do as they did.  One group advocated 
abstinence from sexual relations in marriage.  Paul says that may be good 
in some circumstances but it is not good for everyone.  Everyone should 
live the life they have been called to. 

• Paul is also writing and advising them in the expectation that the Lord 
would return within their life time.  Therefore, what should they do to be 
ready?  Paul advises that they if they are married, they should remain 



married.  If they are unmarried, stay unmarried.  If a widow or widower, 
stay single. But, if it is better that they marry, then they should marry. The 
heart of Paul’s advice is that no matter what their state in life, their main 
focus should be on the Lord.  They must maintain a certain “detachment” 
from worldly affairs so that they do not become absorbed in the anxiety 
and preoccupation of daily life. 

• Paul is advising them to maintain “freedom.” They should not be so 
invested in one way of doing things or so committed to their preferences 
that they are not free to do what God wants them to do.  They need to 
keep pleasing God their number one priority and let everything else flow 
from that given. 

• Vv. 32-35: Paul is warning them that their earthly commitments can 
interfere with their service of the Lord.  He is advising them that they must 
balance obligations to God with obligation to human commitments.  

• This is Paul’s advice to the Corinthian.  In other places, he sees no conflict 
between obligations to God and to marriage.  He will teach that the love of 
a husband and a wife is a sign of Christ’s love for the Church.  So, 
spouses by loving each other are witnessing to the love of God for his 
people.  


