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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7  
Acts 10: 34-38  

Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22 
 

1. Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7 

• This is the first of four “Servant Songs” in the second Isaiah. The other 
three are 4: 1-7; 50: 4-11; 52: 13—53: 12.  It is unclear if the songs refer to 
an individual or if the nation of Israel is the servant.  Christians looked to 
these songs to illuminate the mission of Christ.  In fact, one of the earliest 
titles of Jesus was “servant.” 

• V. 1: This verse is similar to the words of the Father after the Baptism of 
Jesus. “You are my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

• V. 2-3: The servant will bring about justice in a gentle manner. 

• V. 4: The servant will accomplish his mission and his teaching will extend 
to the west and the countries along the Mediterranean coast. 

• V. 6: God speaks directly to the servant and commissions him for the task 
at hand. God has called him; grasped him by the hand; and formed him. 
The servant will be a covenant for the people.  In his person he will be a 
sign of the commitment between God and his people.  He will be a light to 
the nations.  His mission will extend to the whole world.  He will be light in 
the darkness. 

• V. 7: The servant will liberate people.  He will give sight to the blind; 
freedom to prisoners and those who live in the darkness. 

2. Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22 

• V. 15-16: With expectation of the Messiah running high, the crowds 
wonder if John is the Messiah.  John denies he is the Messiah and says 
that a mightier one, a “stronger one,” is coming who will baptize not with 
water but with the Holy Spirit and fire.  John seems to expect a Messiah 
who will follow him in a fire and brimstone message of embracing 
conversion or be condemned. Jesus comes in a different manner of a 
gentle and healing savior much like the servant described in Isaiah 42.  
Jesus’ disciples will be baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire on Pentecost. 

• V. 21-22: The actual baptism of Jesus is of less importance to Luke than 
what happens after the baptism.  Jesus is praying.  In Luke’s gospel, 
prayer is the time when human beings are receptive to the revelation of 
God.  While Jesus is praying, the heavens are opened.  We are reminded 
of the words of Isaiah 45: 8: “Open up, O heavens, and pour out your 
righteousness.”  The Holy Spirit comes down upon him in the form of a 
dove. The voice of God the Father is heard: “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

• Echoing the message of the angel Gabriel to Mary and Jesus’ words to 
Mary when he was found in the temple, these words suggest a special 



and unique relationship with God as Father and Son. The uniqueness of 
Jesus far surpasses any traditional expectation of who the Messiah would 
be.  He is God’s own Son.  Jesus’ death and resurrection will invite all of 
us into this unique filial relationship with God.  By our baptism, we will 
become part of the family of God.  We will be sons and daughters of God 
and brothers and sisters to Jesus.   

3. Acts 10: 34-38 

• Peter’s speech in the house of Cornelius is representative of the early 
Christian message.   

• V. 34-35: Although God had elected Israel as his chosen people; he now 
extends that special status to all nations and all peoples.  God shows no 
partiality.  One only needs to receive the message of repentance and live 
according to God’s will.   

• V. 36-38: The saving plan of God began with Israel and reached its 
culmination in the person of Jesus. Jesus’ mission was to bring peace 
between God and humanity.  The ministry of Jesus in Galilee and Judea 
was an important part of God’s revelation. The baptism that inaugurated 
his ministry is described as God’s anointing of Jesus with the Holy Spirit 
and power. Jesus’ teaching, healing and forgiving sins demonstrated who 
God is.   


