
BIBLE STUDY 
January 31 and February 3, 2022 

 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 6: 1-2a, 3-8 
Luke 5: 1-11 

1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
 

1. Isaiah 6: 1-2a, 3-8 

• Vv. 1-2: The call of Isaiah: In the temple there were representations of two 
Seraphim whose wings served as a throne for God.  Below them was the 
Ark of the Covenant which was the footstool of the Lord.  His train filled 
the temple: the glory of the Lord filled the temple.  

• V. 3: Holy, holy, holy: We use this verse in the Mass at the beginning of 
the Eucharistic Prayer. 

• V. 4: The shaking of the house and the smoke recall the signs of the 
presence of God on Mount Sinai. 

• V. 5: Isaiah protests that he is unworthy and that he is a sinner.  He fears 
that having seen the Lord, he will die which was a popular notion of the 
time.  The word for “woe” contains a pun.  It either means doomed or 
silent.  Isaiah might mean that he is rendered silent by the nearness of 
God. 

• V. 6: An angel takes a burning coal and purifies his lips 

• V. 7: God says, see! Now you are worthy 

• V. 8: God calls and Isaiah answers. “Here I am!  Send me!” 
2. Luke 5: 1-11 

• V. 1: The crowd is pressing in on Jesus.  The crowd represents humanity’s 
hunger for God. 

• V. 2: Peter, James and John are mending their nets after an unsuccessful 
night of fishing.  

• V. 3: Jesus commandeers Simon’s boat and will use it as a pulpit from 
which he will teach the crowds. 

• V. 4: After teaching, Jesus tells Simon to put out into the deep waters and 
lower their nets for a catch.  There is a presumption that their efforts will 
be rewarded with a catch. 

• V. 5: Simon, addressing Jesus as Master, expresses his doubt that they 
will catch anything, especially in the daytime.  After all, Jesus is a 
carpenter.  What does he know about fishing? Nonetheless, Simon agrees 
to lower the nets. 

• V. 6: They catch a huge number of fish.  Their nets are to the point of 
breaking. 

• V. 7: They are in need of help to haul in the catch.  It is so big that their 
boasts are sinking. 

• V. 8: Simon, now Simon Peter, is overwhelmed at what has happened.  
He recognizes the catch of fish as miraculous and a sign of the presence 
of God in Jesus.  He tells Jesus to go away from him because he is a 



sinful man. He has a profound experience of his unworthiness. Instead of 
Master, he calls Jesus “Lord,” a sign of growing faith. 

• V. 9-10: Amazement takes hold of all those involved.  James and John are 
named as companions of Simon Peter. Jesus tells them, “Do not be 
afraid!” These words are always a sign of the presence of God. Jesus tells 
them that they will be catching men (and women).  The word used has the 
connotation that they will catch them alive.  Luke is trying to adapt the 
image away from catching fish and then they die to snatching people out 
of the grip of the devil so that they might live. 

• V. 11: The first three disciples leave everything and follow Jesus.  They 
embrace a life of detachment from material things so that they are free to 
follow Jesus. 

• The story teaches that if we are to follow Jesus we must have a profound 
sense of our own weakness and fragility.  Consider this meditation: 

My question is not: ‘Am I qualified enough to show Jesus to 
people?’ More and more it is: “am I weak enough?’ Do I accept my failure 
and the wounds of life as more important than my strengths in witnessing 
to Jesus?  I am a wounded healer.  Like my fellow human beings, I too am 
searching and struggling. 

3. 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 

• Some in the Corinthian community doubted that there was a bodily 
resurrection of the dead.  Influenced by Greek philosophy that looked 
upon the physical body as evil and as a prison of the soul/spirit, they 
began to see resurrection as simply a spiritual reality.  Paul insists on the 
bodily resurrection just as Jesus had a glorified body after his resurrection.  

• V. 1-2: Paul sees belief in the resurrection as part of the Gospel. 

• V. 3: Paul is teaching not his own ideas but the belief of the community 
that is being handed down generation to generation.  We call this Tradition 
(with a capital T).  Not traditions as customs, but rather the truth about 
Jesus which is handed down (tradere) through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  The words “For I handed on to you…what I also received” are a 
formula that highlights Tradition. 

• Vv. 3b-7: Paul repeats the creed of the church that Christ died and rose 
and appeared to the apostles and disciples.  This is common belief that 
everyone can agree on. 

• V. 8-9: Paul adds himself to the appearances as an apostle by a different 
means.  He is last and out of order.   

• V. 10: He is unworthy to be an apostle but “by the grace of God I am what 
I am.”  His grace has not been in vain or without effect.  Paul says that he 
has worked harder than all the others.  He qualifies it by saying that it is by 
the grace of God that he has been able to work so hard. 

• V. 11: No matter who has preached they have preached the same thing 
and the people has believed. 

 
 


