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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 55: 10-11 
Matthew 13: 1-23 
Romans 8: 18-23 

 
1. Isaiah 55: 10-11 

• These verses come from the Second Isaiah (chapters 40-66) which 
contain very beautiful and poetic prophecies of the return of the exiles 
from captivity to Jerusalem. Their return is like a second Exodus. These 
chapters also contain the Servant Songs which speak of a mysterious 
servant whom Christians have identified with Jesus. 

• V. 10: The Word of God is compared to the rain and snow that covers the 
earth and initiates a chain of growth.  It waters the soil and nurtures the 
seeds that produce the plants that yield a harvest that is made into food 
(bread). 

• V. 11: In the same way the Word of God covers the earth and is fruitful. 
God’s Word achieves the purpose for which it is sent. It is sown in the 
hearts of human beings and it produces conversion and its fruits or it 
serves to convict the person who rejects it 

 
2. Matthew 13: 1-23 

• This is the third of five discourses that make up Matthew’s Gospel.  This 
discourse’s purpose is to ponder the question of why so many did not 
accept Jesus’ teaching.  A challenge of the early Christians was to explain 
to themselves and others why everyone did not believe that Jesus was the 
Messiah. And not only to not accept him as Messiah but to oppose him so 
much as to put him to death.  

• Jesus used parables to teach. Parables are short stories usually based in 
the details and customs of everyday life that have a surprise ending which 
catches the listener off guard and makes them have to re-examine their 
thinking and brings them to a change of heart (conversion). 

• In the parables of this chapter in Matthew, the surprise is the Kingdom of 
God.  God’s Kingdom starts off small but has a big ending.  The initial 
small beginnings are at first discouraging and do not seem to correspond 
to the power and majesty of God.  But, in the end, they exceed all 
expectations. 

• The first parable is the Parable of the Sower and the Seed.  The crowd is 
so great that Jesus gets into a boat and uses the boat as his pulpit. 

• The Sower and the Seed describes the common practice of spreading 
seed.   The seed was often sown before plowing.  It was scattered 
abundantly all through the field.  Imagine the planter with a sack of seed 
spreading handfuls of it liberally.  Some of the seed lands on the road, on 
rocks and in thorn bushes.  It seems like a lot of wasted seed. The first 



part of the parable makes us think of how much is wasted. Then, the 
parable has a surprise ending. The seed that falls on good soil produces 
an astonishing harvest---up to 100 fold. The initial concern over the failed 
seed is forgotten with the abundant harvest that is produced. 

• The surprise twist is that it also seems that Jesus’ preaching and ministry 
is falling upon bad soil, rocky ground and amid thorns.  People are not 
listening and are not responding as you would think they would to the 
Messiah.  But, Jesus is not the Messiah they were expecting.  To accept 
and believe in Jesus requires conversion and a change of heart.  But, 
when the world of God spoken by Jesus is planted in good soil—a heart 
that is ready for conversion and change---the harvest it produces is 
amazing.   

• There then follows –verses 10-15—an explanation why there are so many 
who do not accept Jesus and believe in his word.  Understanding 
demands discipleship.  You have to commit to Jesus in order to grasp his 
message. Your heart has to be open and ready to receive the Word and 
let it change you. The Word challenges us and invites to look at things in a 
new way.  People are hesitant to change.  They are slow to change their 
way of thinking. 

• Jesus is beginning to distinguish between the crowds and the disciples.  
The disciples have made a commitment to Jesus and so they can better 
receive his message.  The crowds are casual listeners—not read to 
commit or change.  The meaning eludes tem. 

• This was all foreseen in Isaiah.  It is all happening according to God’s 
plan.  Those who do not listen are to be pitied.  They do not know what 
they are missing.  If only they would open their hearts, God would heal 
them. 

• The disciples are to value the gift of faith that they have received from 
God. They are blessed because they see and hear. We should not look 
down on those who do not believe but rather be grateful for the gift we 
have. 

• The Parable of the Sower and the Seed is explained. It is explained 
through means of an allegory. Each part has a meaning. This 
interpretation focuses more on the living out of belief over time rather than 
just the initial moment of belief. Each portion of seed that is sown 
represents a real life situation of a potential believer.  The seed on the 
road is the one who does not understand and the devil snatches it away 
before he or she can make it their own. The seed on rocky ground is the 
one who receives the Word initially with joy and enthusiasm but it never 
takes root—it has no depth in their soul.  When trouble or persecution 
comes, they fall away.  The seed among the thorns is the one who 
receives the word but anxiety and greed choke the Word and it does not 
grow.  This is a pretty discouraging beginning.  But, the seed in the rich 
soil is the person who understands and puts into action the Word.  When 
the Word reaches the rich soil of a heart ready to receive it, it produces 



such an abundant harvest as to make you forget about the seed that was 
wasted. 

• This is a message of hope and optimism.  God sows the seed of his Word 
abundantly with great generosity and extravagance.  God is not stingy with 
his Word. Don’t be discouraged by the rejection of the Word by some or 
the slow start.  The Kingdom will grow in an amazing way in the hearts of 
good and generous people.  The parable tells us that there are more good 
people in the world than bad.  Can we accept that good news?  Or are we 
too quick to accept the bad and discouraging news. 

3. Romans 8: 18-23 

• The glory that God has promised to those who believe and endure to the 
end is far greater and incomparable to the sufferings and trials of the 
present.  

• Paul sees creation as also experiencing the same fate as human beings.  
Creation is condemned by sin.  It is experiencing the same longing and 
yearning for redemption as human beings do. 

• The longing for salvation and glory is like labor pains that are the prelude 
to new life. 

• We are part of this intense desire for the completion of God’s plan.  We 
have the first fruits of the Spirit---a down payment –but we wait for and 
long for God to complete the work of salvation and we will be perfectly 
united to him. 
 
 

 
 


