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THE TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Job 38: 1, 8-11 
Mark 4: 35-41 

2 Corinthians 5: 14-17 
 

1. Job 38: 1, 8-11 

• The Book of Job is a fictional work that considers the question of evil. God 
and the devil get into an argument about Job’s fidelity to God if his 
fortunes should change.  God permits that Job experience a series of 
painful and harsh setbacks of fortune.  Job wonders why this is happening 
to him.  In a series of speeches, Job’s friends insist that he is being 
punished for sins of his past life and that this is an opportunity to repent. 
Job rejects their explanations and asks to hear from God himself. One 
more friend, Elihu, gives four speeches in support of his friends.  Then, 
God accepts Job’s invitation to hear from him.  God describes his power 
as creator and says that Job has no right to question his authority.  He 
should just be in awe and wonder at who God is.  Job accepts this and is 
content with God’s explanation. Our passage for Sunday comes from 
God’s presentation to Job. 

• V. 1: God answers Job’s challenge to explain to him why he is 
experiencing evil in his life despite his being a just person. 

• V. 8: God challenges Job to a debate and repeatedly asks him if he was 
there when he created.  Did he design creation and bring it into being? Did 
he create the boundary for the seas to separate the dry land? 

• V. 9: Did he make the clouds to serve as swaddling clothes for the sea.  
Imagery of birth is used to describe creation.  The waters come from the 
womb and are wrapped in swaddling clothes.  

• V. 10: God put the waters in their pace and shut them up.  The oceans 
and seas are seen as the dwelling place of the evil one.  God constrains 
the power of evil by shutting it up in the deep waters. 

• V. 11: God challenges the waters to stay in their place and he puts a stop 
to the waves. 

2. Mark 4: 35-41 

• V. 35: “on that day:” the day he spent teaching in parables. After teaching 
them about how the Kingdom of God is, now he will show the power of the 
Kingdom of God. 

• V. 35: “Let us cross to the other side:” They make the crossing at the 
invitation of Jesus.  We encounter perilous situations as we try to follow 
the way of the Lord. 

• V. 36: “they took him in the boat just as he was.”  The disciples take the 
lead and are managing the trip. “Just as he was” is a curious phrase. 



• V. 37: “A violent squall:” Not uncommon on the Sea of Galilee for a strong 
storm to suddenly blow up. They quickly are in a dangerous situation with 
the boat taking on water. 

• V. 38: Jesus is asleep: From a purely human point of view he is tired from 
the day of teaching and falls asleep.  From a more symbolic/divine point of 
view he is perfectly confident in God’s protection and care.  He models the 
kind of faith and trust that we all strive for. 

• V. 38: The disciples are in a panic and accuse Jesus of not caring. 

• V. 39: Jesus responds immediately to their appeal.  He “rebukes” the sea 
and the wind in a similar manner to the way he casts out an evil spirit.  

• V. 40: Jesus scolds the disciples for their lack of faith and trust.  Their fear 
is a sign of their lack of faith and trust. They should have known that God 
would save them.  “Yet have faith:” implies the development of faith as a 
process as part of their growth as disciples. 

• V. 41: Awe and great wonder: the Biblical response to the presence of 
God.   

• V. 41: The question “Who then is this whom even wind and sea obey?” 
begs the answer: God the Creator.  Only God has power over the sea and 
wind.  The disciples are coming to an understanding of Jesus as the divine 
Son of God. 

• This Gospel passage lends itself to many applications: how we deal with 
the storms of life and our trust in God to save us; the feeling we have that  

• Jesus is “asleep” and not concerned about our need; the power of prayer 
to “wake up” Jesus.  How Jesus springs into action to save us when we 
call upon him.   

3. 2 Corinthians 5: 14-17 

• V. 14: The love of Christ impels us: The love that Christ showed for us 
when he died on the cross is a driving force in our life.  His love motivates, 
moves, drives us forward.  We come to the conviction that since he died 
for all, all have died, meaning all have been changed through his death 
and resurrection. 

• V. 15: Christ’s death on the cross has changed each one of us.  We do 
everything for Christ and not for ourselves.  

• V. 16: As a result of his death and resurrection, we do not see anyone as 
merely mortal or simply a human being, we see their spiritual side.  We 
see them as redeemed by Christ.  Just as we no longer see Jesus as juts 
a human being, we now see him as divine Son of God.  We see other 
people differently, too. 

• V. 17: Everyone who believes in Christ, who is baptized into Jesus, is a 
new creation. They are totally made new.  The old has passed away.  God 
has created us anew. 

 
 
 


