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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

1 Kings 19: 16b, 19-21 
Luke 9: 51-62 

Galatians 5: 1, 13-18 
 

1. 1 Kings 19: 16b, 19-21 

• Elijah and Elisha are prophets “of action,” not of words.  They left no 
written book of sayings or teachings. 

• God instructs Elijah to anoint Elisha as his successor as prophet. 

• The sign of his being chosen is Elijah throwing his cloak on Elisha. 

• Elisha asks to be able to say good-bye to his family before following Elijah.  
Elijah has no objection. 

• Elisha offers the oxen as sacrifice and give the meat to the people.  It is a 
sign of him divesting his goods so that he is free to follow as a disciple of 
Elijah. 

 
2. Luke 9: 51-62 

• Luke 9: 51 is the turning point of the Gospel. Jesus “resolutely” sets out for 
Jerusalem. He has made up his mind to go to Jerusalem and deal with 
whatever is his fate. This is a moment of courage and of deep obedience 
and submission to the will of his Father.  Jesus is rejecting the popular 
notions of the Messiah.  He will not be the military or political hero who 
drives the Romans out and restores the kingship of David.  He will be a 
Messiah who will empty himself out totally upon the cross for the salvation 
of the world. 

• Their first stop is a Samaritan village that will not receive him because he 
is going to Jerusalem.  Samaritans and Jews disagreed over the place to 
worship.  The disagreement was bitter.  They had nothing to do with each 
other.  James and John want Jesus to call down fire upon them in 
punishment.  Jesus rejects their suggestion.  That is not his way of acting.  
He is a man of peace.  He does not punish.  Their inhospitality prefigures 
the rejection he will receive in Jerusalem.  Later, Jesus will contradict 
James and John by offering the Good Samaritan as an example of what a 
neighbor truly is. 

• There are three audiences that Jesus is speaking to: (1) the disciples, (2) 
the crowd, and (3) scribes and Pharisees.  He takes a different tone with 
each group.  To the disciples he gives instruction mainly through deeds.  
To the crowd, he takes a stern tone of the urgency of deciding for or 
against him.  To the religious leaders, he engages with them in bitter 
arguments. 

• In this episode, we see the challenging tone he takes with the crowd.  Two 
candidates for discipleship ask for time to take care of family obligations 
before setting out with Jesus.  Unlike Elijah who gives Elisha time to say 



goodbye to family, Jesus demands total commitment and priority to 
following him.  There is no obligation greater or more important that 
following him.   

• Jesus is not prohibiting one from burying their parent or from saying 
goodbye, he is simply underscoring the urgency and total dedication his 
mission requires.  Jesus often uses hyperbole (exaggeration) to make his 
point.  Burying the dead was one of the most serious obligations for a Jew.  
Jesus would have made his listeners stop and think with this demand. 

• Luke often compares Elijah/Elisha to Jesus.  By this comparison he 
identifies Jesus as a prophet in the tradition of the great prophets of old, 
but by increasing the demand, he signifies that Jesus is greater than the 
prophets of the OT.  He is more than a prophet. 

• Do we make Jesus #1 in our life?  Does anyone or anything compete with 
our commitment to following him? 

3. Galatians 5: 1, 13-18 

• The freedom that Paul speaks about is the freedom from the law of Moses 
and a freedom that comes from the Spirit. Paul warns that we should not 
interpret this freedom as license.  It does not mean that we can do 
whatever we want. The Spirit will guide us toward love, which is shown in 
service to our brothers and sisters. The “flesh” which is our selfish, 
prideful, and contentious self is opposed to the Spirit.  If we choose the 
flesh over the Spirit, we will destroy each other. 

• The flesh and the Spirit are two different, opposing paths.  We must 
choose the Spirit and its freedom for doing what is right. 


