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The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16a 

Matthew 10: 37-42 
Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11 

 
1. 2 Kings 4: 8-11, 14-16a 

• This section consists of 10 stories about the amazing deeds of Elisha. 
They reveal him to be a powerful prophet.  Elisha is seen as a proto-type 
of Jesus. Elisha multiplies oil, raises the dead, heals lepers, etc.  As great 
as Elisha was, Jesus is greater because he is not only prophet but Son of 
God. 

• This story is the second in the cycle of ten. Our selection deals only with 
the first part of the story. 

• Noteworthy is that the woman is a woman of influence. She takes the 
initiative in all her dealings with men in the story. She invites him to dinner. 
She tells her husband to make a room for the prophet that he can stay in 
when he visits.  

• Elisha shows his influence by presuming he has access to the king and 
the commander. 

• True to character, the woman says she does not have need of his help 
because she lives among family and they can provide for all her needs.  
She is very independent. 

• The woman is childless which is considered to be the worst fate. Elisha 
promises her a child even though her husband is old. She tells Elisha not 
to deceive her because he is a man of God. She does not believe him. 

• Elisha word is fulfilled when she conceives and gives birth to a son within 
the year. 

• The story continue when the child dies and is raised back to life by Elisha. 
 

2. Matthew 10: 37-42 

• This selection is part of the Missionary discourse, which has the following 
structure. 

A. Instructions for the missionaries: depend on hospitality 
and welcome of people. Do not let rejection deter them 

B. Encouragement and advice in persecution—including 
family rejection 

C. The reason for persecution: they are sharing in the fate of 
the Master 

D. “Have no fear!” The disciples are in the hands of the Father 
in whose sight they have surpassing value. 

                      C’ if they are loyal to Jesus he will be loyal to them 
B’ Division in families to be expected. Family loyalty second       
to Jesus 



A’ Those who welcome them will be richly rewarded because 
they are actually welcoming the risen Lord who is sending 
them and ultimately the Father who sent him. 
 

• The central theme is the exhortation to have no fear. The disciples are to 
see the surpassing value of the Father’s love and care and walking in the 
footsteps of Jesus as relativizing any persecution or family rejection. 

• Two parallel sections ( A and A’) are the need for the disciples to live on 
the hospitality of those they visit and the final section in which those who 
receive them will be rewarded. 

• The Gospel and first reading are related by the reward given to a person 
for their reception and care of a prophet. 

• Those who receive a Christian, receive Jesus who sent him/her and 
ultimately God who sent Jesus.  This passage causes us to reflect on 
seeing God in others. Those who enter our lives are sent by Jesus and by 
God.  Receive them as you would a prophet. 

3. Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11 

• Paul is answering charges that because he insists on the power of grace, 
and not the law, that he is encouraging people to sin so that they get more 
grace. He insists that this is not true.  When we are baptized, we 
participate in the death of Christ which freed us from sin.  If we take that 
dying with Christ seriously then we will work to remove sin from our lives. 
Having died with Christ we rise with Christ. We live a new life. We live the 
life of grace which keeps us from sin. 

• Paul is urging Christians to live a life which is grounded in a relationship 
with Jesus.  If we have an intimate relationship with Jesus, we will strive to 
do the best we can.  Falling into sin will only be a temporary lapse that will 
be healed by contrition and the healing will supply grace for greater 
strength.  Motivated by a love of Jesus we will make steady progress with 
only minor setbacks. 

• This is opposed to living by the law. Living by the law implies that we are 
living by obligation, duties and responsibilities. I have to obey these laws 
and rules.  It often makes us seek out the minimum requirement of the law 
or try to find exemptions to the law.  We can fall into the trap of trying to 
not get caught.  

• Paul is evoking an almost mystical experience of experiencing death with 
Jesus to sin and a resurrection to a new life of the spirit that is aided and 
supported by grace.  This experience is transformative and life changing.  
The more we experience our sinfulness, the more we experience the 
mercy and goodness of God which impels us into a deeper and more 
intimate relationship with him. 

• One who is truly seeking to live the resurrected life of the Spirit would not 
be trying to play the system or get away with anything. 


