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THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Ezekiel 17: 22-24 
Mark 4: 26-34 

2 Corinthians 5: 6-10 
 

1. Ezekiel 17: 22-24 

• The history behind this reading:  Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
invaded Jerusalem and removed Jehoiakim from the throne in retaliation 
for his alliance with Egypt and sent him into exile in Babylon.  He placed 
Zedekiah, the uncle of Jehoiakim, on the throne.  Later, Jehoiakim 
renewed the alliance with Egypt despite his oath to Nebucahdnezzar.  
Therefore, we was deserving of punishment because he broke his oath. 

• Ezekiel is one of the four Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Daniel).  He is the only prophet commissioned outside of Israel.  He 
prophesied in Babylon to convince the people that they should accept 
exile as punishment from God for their lack of fidelity to the covenant. 

• Ez 17: 1-21 presents the allegory.  The first eagle is Nebuchadnezzar who 
removes the king and replaces him with another and with an oath of 
loyalty sets them to be a humble kingdom.  The second eagle is the King 
of Egypt with whom Zedekiah makes an alliance and breaks his oath to 
Nebuchadnezzar. Ezekiel says that the vine cannot survive because of its 
unfaithfulness to its oath. Israel does not accept its punishment from the 
Lord and tries to escape it by making an alliance with Egypt. 

• V. 22: One day, God will establish the kingdom of Judah/Israel again and 
it will flourish.  

• V. 23: When God restores Israel it will flourish.  It will flourish not because 
of its own efforts but because of God’s favor. 

• V. 24: When that happens, the whole world will know that God is the Lord. 
God will bring about a great reversal. He will bring down the high and lift 
up the lowly; he will wither the green and make the dry bloom. Here we 
see the theme of the first shall be last and the last first; the proud cast 
down and the lowly raised up; the well fed go hungry and the hungry filled 
up. 

2. Mark 4: 26-34 

• Jesus taught in parables—short stories with images taken from daily life 
that often end with a surprising twist that teaches a lesson. The hearers of 
the word must engage the word.  The word requires a response which is 
seen in the grappling with the parable in order to get its meaning. The 
engagement with the parable represents the desire to understand the 
openness to the message.  

• Previously in this chapter, Jesus taught with the Parable of the Sower. The 
seed is the word of God and the various soils are the variety of responses 



of people to God’s word.  The abundant harvest at the end reveals the 
inevitable triumph of the Kingdom of God. 

• V. 26-29: The Parable of the Seed Growing by Itself. The parable calls on 
knowledge of the process of sowing seed. The sower plants the seed but 
the seed grows on its own.  The sower cannot control or hurry the 
process.  It happens on its own, invisibly.  So is the Kingdom of God.  We 
preach/teach the word, God gives it growth. There is a power of God at 
work in the world of which we have no control nor do we see.  We trust 
that God is at work and that he makes use of our humble efforts.  Because 
we do not see quick results or visible progress does not mean that God is 
not at work. 

• V. 30-32: The Parable of the Mustard Seed: The tiny mustard seed will 
produce the large pants with large branches that give shelter to the birds.  
Even though the Kingdom of God starts out small, it will end up big 
welcoming people of all nations.  We should not be discouraged by the 
unimpressive start of the Kingdom in the simple ministry of Jesus.  God 
will bring it to a glorious conclusion.  We should not minimize or devalue 
small beginnings.  They will have big endings with the grace of God. 

• V. 33: The mystery of the Kingdom of God was elusive.  It required faith 
and an openness of heart to receive it.  The surprising twists of the 
parables required a conversion and a change of heart.  Jesus gave 
special formation to his disciples because of their commitment to him. 

3. 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10 

• God has promised us abundant life full of his glory.  However, the present 
is not very glorious.  It is filled with trials and trouble.  Paul teaches that 
there is a paradox in our faith.  The glory is hidden beneath the trouble. 
The trouble is temporary and passing; the glory is eternal.  

• V. 6: Faith requires us to be courageous. We are away from the glory of 
the Lord because we are in the body with all its troubles and limitations.  

• V. 7: So we walk by faith and not by sight.  Faith requires courage. 

• V. 8: We would rather be in glory with the Lord now but right ow we are in 
the body and away from the Lord—depending on Faith and trust in the 
Lord’s promises. 

• V. 9: So it is our intention and our desire to do what God asks of us no 
matter where we are or what we are dealing with.  

• V. 10: One day we will have to give an accounting of our life before God.  
We want to be able to say that we desired to please God in all that we did 
no matter how difficult.  God will reward or punish us according to what we 
have done. 


