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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Exodus 20: 1-17 
1 Corinthians 1: 22-25 

John 2: 13-25 
 

1. Exodus 20: 1-17 

• V. 1: The Ten Commandments are given as a direct communication by 
God to Israel.  They are a set of privileged commands that will identify 
Israel as belonging to God. The first three commandments have to do with 
Israel’s obligation to God and the remaining seven deal with their 
relationship with one another. 

• V. 2-5: Israel’s fidelity to God is rooted in his historical intervention of 
freeing them from slavery in Egypt. Because God rescued them and set 
them free, they owe him their sole allegiance and worship.  There are to 
have no other gods. This will distinguish them from neighboring nations 
who had many gods.  They are to make no image of a god 

• V. 6: God is described in human terms.  He is like a jealous lover.  He 
demands exclusive allegiance. His mercy outweighs his vengeance.  He 
shows vengeance for 3 or 4 generations but love to thousands of 
generations.  

• V. 7: The name of God is to be respected and not to be used in vain, i.e. 
for an evil or lawless purpose like swearing falsely. 

• V. 8-11: The observance of the Sabbath as a day of rest is rooted in the 
creation story that says God rested on the seventh day. It shall be a day of 
rest for all members of the household including slaves and aliens. 

• V. 12: Honoring father and mother is more directed to adult children caring 
for their elderly parents than the obedience of a child to parent. 

• V. 13: Killing refers to murder.  The taking of a life out of hatred or anger. 

• V. 14: Prohibition against adultery points to the sacredness of the 
marriage bond. 

• V. 15: Respect for the property and possessions of others 

• V. 16: Respect for the truth 

• V. 17: Covet: “yearn to possess or have (something)” Highlights the mind 
and thoughts as the origin of evil deeds. 

2. John 2: 13-25 

• The Cleansing of the Temple takes place during the Passover. Passover 
celebrations occur three times in John’s Gospel.  At this Cleansing of the 
Temple, at the Bread of Life discourse, and the Passion and Death of 
Jesus.  

• Jesus drives those who are selling oxen, sheep and doves and those who 
are changing foreign coins out of the temple.  In comparison to the 
account in Mark, Matthew and Luke, Jesus is angrier and more radical. He 
makes a whip of cords.  The Synoptics reference Jesus’ desire to make 



the temple a house of prayer and not a den of thieves. In John, he 
references Psalm 69: Zeal for your house consumes me. 

• In driving out the dealers and money changers, Jesus is challenging the 
very existence of the Temple.  The selling of animals was for the sacrifices 
of the temple. The changing of coins was to prevent the use of the Roman 
coin with the inscription of Caesar.  Without these, the cult of sacrifice of 
the temple cannot continue. 

• The Temple was the location of God’s presence, Jesus’ action is pointing 
to a time coming soon when God’s presence will not be confined to a 
building but will fill the whole world. In Jesus’ incarnation it has already 
happened.  Jesus is Word of God who has taken flesh and dwells among 
us.  God now dwells with his people every day in ordinary ways.   

• Jesus’ zeal is to bring about this new world in which God is intimately 
present to his people.  The change will happen with Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.  Jesus has zeal—a burning desire—to accomplish his 
Father’s will and brings this about. 

• The religious authorities demand a sign.  Jesus does not give signs.  Faith 
that depends on a sign is an imperfect faith. He gives an ambiguous 
prediction.  Destroy the temple and in three days he will raise it up.  The 
authorities do not understand and take Jesus literally.  The temple is still 
under construction after 46 years. How can he rebuild it in three days?  Of 
course, Jesus is speaking on a deeper level.  He is referring to the temple 
of his body that will be destroyed on the cross and raised up in three days.  
It will become the new temple of the new covenant.  No longer will a 
building be needed to house the presence of God. 

• This is a continual theme in John’s Gospel: misunderstanding by taking 
the literal meaning and not the symbolic meaning. 

• The story hints at the development of faith in his disciples.  At first they 
connect Jesus’ action with Psalm 69.  But, it is later after the Resurrection 
that they understand the deeper meaning of the temple of his body.  The 
Resurrection is the key of faith for all believers. 

• John’s Gospel is always pointing to a new relationship between God and 
humanity that is not mediated by law or by temple, but is a direct 
relationship in the Risen Lord Jesus.  As Jesus is the true presence of 
God in human form, so God is present in the most ordinary events and in 
each person.  Through the Spirit, God the Father and the Son makes their 
dwelling place within us and abide, remain with us.  

• As Christians, although we have churches, we cannot confine or limit the 
presence of God to these physical spaces. To satisfy our human way of 
grasping things, we need a dedicated sacred space. But that sacred 
space’s purpose is to send us forth into the world to bring the presence of 
God and also to discover the presence of God already there. 

3. 1 Corinthians 1: 22-25 

• Some members of the Corinthian community think they are wiser than the 
rest.  They pride themselves on their knowledge and think of themselves 
as powerful because of it.  Paul corrects them by highlighting the teaching 



of the Cross of Jesus. God saved the world in a totally and unexpected 
way.  One would think that God would save the world by a display of 
miraculous power and signs. But the world was saved by the crucifixion of 
Jesus.  Crucifixion was a shameful and horrific means of execution. It was 
the exact opposite of power and wisdom.  Yet, this was the means God 
chose to save the world. God did not save the world by miracles and 
power but by love and sacrifice.  

• To preach a crucified man as the Savior of the world seems like 
foolishness but it is the wisdom of God.  God’s wisdom is wiser than 
human wisdom and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

• God chose the way of sacrifice and love to lift up every person who is 
rejected, marginalized, and excluded.  God is gathering up the little ones 
of the world and glorifying them in Jesus who shared in their suffering. 

 


