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EASTER SUNDAY: 

THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION 
Mark 16: 1-7 (Vigil) 

John 20: 1-9 (Morning) 
 

1. Mark 16: 1-7 

• The conclusion of Mark’s Gospel has a very interesting history. Mark 16: 9-20 is 
written by someone other than Mark because of its vocabulary and style. It is a 
summary of Resurrection appearances found in Luke and John. It was probably 
written by the second century.  However, very early manuscripts of Mark’s 
Gospel have been found that end at verse 8 and do not have the 9-20 ending.  
Scholars believe that the original edition of the Gospel of Mark ended at verse 8 
with the women saying nothing to anyone out of fear. The next generation, 
uncomfortable with so abrupt and inconclusive ending, added verses 9-20 by 
creating a summary of the stories from Luke and John. Because this longer 
ending is so old, it is accepted as a canonical part of the Gospel.  

• This abrupt ending of the Gospel may reflect a very early faith of the church in 
which it was believed that Jesus was taken up into heaven immediately at his 
resurrection. He did not appear to the disciples until they returned to Galilee 
where he had promised to meet them.  Mark and Matthew reflect this tradition 
of Jesus appearing to the disciples in Galilee.  Luke and John share a tradition 
that he appeared to the disciples in Jerusalem. The geography is not as 
important as the fact that he appeared to the disciples after his resurrection. 

• 16:1: One constant of the Resurrection stories is that Mary Magdalene was at 
the tomb on Easter morning.  Here she is with the other women and they have 
come to anoint the body of Jesus because there was no time to do so on Good 
Friday evening because of the beginning of the Sabbath. 

• V. 2: They come to the tomb at sunrise.  Remember the intense darkness that 
covered the earth as Jesus was on the cross from 12 noon to 3:00 PM. The rising 
sun on the morning of the Resurrection represents a new day dawning---a new 
era. It is the first day of the week, the day after the Sabbath, which accounts for 
the Christian Sabbath of Sunday instead of Saturday, the seventh day.  The old 
age has ended and anew age has dawned.  

• V. 3-4: The women worry about how they will unroll the stone in order to anoint 
the body of Jesus. But when they arrived they saw that the stone had been rolled 
back. The use of the passive voice means that it was rolled away by God.  The 
detail that it was very large emphasized that it was rolled away by divine and not 
human power. 

• V. 5: They enter the tomb expecting to enter into the presence of a dead body 
but they are really entering into a heavenly world—a new creation—signaled by 



the presence of an angel.  The angel is described as a young man in a white robe.  
His sitting position signifies authority to make the announcement of the 
resurrection. The women are amazed by what they see. 

• V. 6: He offers the traditional greeting when one is in the presence of the divine, 
“Do not be amazed.” He tells them that the one they are seeking, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Crucified is not there and that the place we here they laid him is 
empty. The emptiness of the tomb is the oldest witness to the Resurrection. 
Notice that Jesus is identified as the one from Nazareth and the one who was 
crucified.  The Risen One is the same person as the one who walked on this earth 
and died on the Cross. 

• V. 7: When Jesus predicted that Peter and the other disciples would desert and 
deny him, he had promised that he would meet his disciples in Galilee after he 
was raised. That promise was a message of hope in the distressing time of his 
imminent arrest and death. Now it is fulfilled.  Peter is signaled out.  The one 
who denied him will find healing and forgiveness. The return to Galilee signifies a 
starting over again.  They are to go back to where it all began and start over 
again with a new call to discipleship. 

• V. 8: The women are so overcome with fear, trembling and bewilderment, that 
they run from the tomb and they say nothing to anyone, including the disciples. 
This original end of the Gospel leaves us with a glimpse at the new age that is 
dawning, and thrills us with the message of hope that Jesus is risen and not 
dead, but leaves us with a journey of faith to complete.  The women represent 
our struggle to believe and the fear we must overcome to share the Good News 
of the Resurrection and all that it means. 

2. John 20: 1-9 

• V. 1: All four Gospels agree that Mary Magdalene was at the tomb early on 
Sunday morning.  In John’s Gospel she is there alone.  She arrives before sunrise 
while it is still dark.  The darkness will give way to light, just as it did on the first 
day of creation.  It also attests what John said in his Prologue that the light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome the light.  The stone 
has been removed from the tomb.  She concludes that the body of Jesus has 
been stolen. 

• V. 2: Mary runs to find Peter and the disciple whom Jesus loved.  The “disciple 
whom Jesus loved” is possibly the author of the Gospel who traditionally has 
been thought to be the Apostle John but modern scholars increasingly think it 
was authored by another. There is consistent effort to show his superiority to 
Peter, e.g. he is close to Jesus at the Last Supper, he stays at the foot of the 
cross, he outruns Peter to the tomb, but yet respects Peter enough that he waits 
for him to arrive.  Mary tells the disciples that she fears the body has been 
stolen.  

• V. 3-7: The two disciples run to the tomb with the one who Jesus loved 
outrunning Peter.  His speed is attributed to love rather than age or physical 
ability. He does not enter the tomb but waits for Peter.  While waiting he stoops 



down and looks into the tomb and see the burial cloths.  When Peter arrives, he 
goes into the tomb and sees the burial cloths but the cloth that covered Jesus’ 
face is folded and in another place. The beloved disciple then enters and sees the 
cloths and on the basis of the cloths believes. 

• The significance of the position of the face cloth can be understood if we 
compare it to Lazarus when he was raised by the Lord.  Lazarus came forth from 
the tomb bound in the burial cloths and his face covered.  He was totally passive 
in his resurrection and needed help to be unbound.  That Jesus’ face cloth was 
folded an in another place signifies that Jesus rose by his own power.  He got up 
and took off the cloths and folded the face cloth and put it in its place.  It fulfills 
what he said, “I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down on my own.  I have the power to lay it down and 
power to take it up again.”  John 10: 17-18 

• V. 8: The beloved disciple sees and believes based on the cloths and not on an 
appearance of Jesus.  Peter will believe when he sees the Lord in the evening of 
that Sunday. The beloved disciple represents us who must believe without see 
the Lord. 

• V. 9: The “they” of this verse refers to Peter and the other disciples and not the 
beloved disciple.  

• V. 10: The disciples return home to wait.  The Risen Lord will appear to them in 
the evening when he comes through the locked doors.  From the next story 
about Mary Magdalene, we see that Jesus will ascend to his Father during the 
day. 

 
 

 
 


