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THE SIXTH EASTER OF EASTER 

Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 
John 14: 15-21 

1 Peter 3: 15-18 
 

1. Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 

• After the death of the deacon, Stephen, there is a persecution of the church in 
Jerusalem.  The new Christians scatter all over Judea and Samaria. Philip goes to 
Samaria and preaches about Jesus to them.  He has great success.  The people 
listen to what he is saying and there is increased by the healing he performs.  

• The apostles in Jerusalem hear about the conversion of the Samaritans. They 
send Peter and John to visit them and to pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit upon 
them.  

• In these verses and in 10:44-48 and 19: 1-6, Luke distinguishes between baptism 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and the reception of the Holy Spirit. In these 
instances the Spirit is conferred by the Apostles or by Paul.  These verses seem to 
preserve a special role for the Apostles who represent the whole Church in the 
conferral of the Spirit by the laying on of hands.  In other verses Luke more 
closely associates baptism and the gift of the Spirit. 

• Our church practice of the bishop confirming those who were baptized as infants 
is a remnant of this.  It is also related to how initiation took place in the early 
church once it began to grow.  When the bishop could no longer baptize and 
confirm all the candidates for Baptism, it was delegated to priests. But 
confirmation was reserved to the bishop so that the presence of the whole 
church community that the bishop represents could be seen. 

• Some Christian communities baptize “in the name of the Lord Jesus” and not in 
the name of the Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Our tradition of baptizing in 
the Trinity goes back to Matthew 28. Most Christian churches baptize in the 
name of the Trinity. 

• The persecution in Jerusalem was a terrible occurrence with the loss of life and 
the disruption of the community but it also was a blessing in that it brought 
growth to the infant church and increased its membership to include the 
Gentiles.  God always brings good out of trouble. 

2. John 14: 15-21 

• “If you love me you will keep my commandments:” In John, commandments 
refer to faith and love:  Faith in Jesus as the Son of God and the authentic 
representation of who God is; Love among the brothers and sisters in community 
will be the unity that will replace the physical presence of Jesus. 

• Jesus will ask the Father to send “another Advocate.” Jesus was the first 
advocate.  It refers to his role as our intercessor with the Father. The Spirit will 



be the advocate while Jesus has returned to the Father.  Advocate refers to the 
role of defense attorney, mentor, spokesperson, mediator, intercessor, 
comforter, and consoler. The Advocate is the one you want by your side when 
you are being accused and are unable to speak in your own defense. Just as 
Jesus was prosecuted by the world, so will his disciples be on trial by the world 
as they preach the Good news. 

• “The Spirit of truth:” The Spirit will witness to the truth of who God really is, i.e. 
represented by the works of the Son: healing, forgiveness, compassion and 
mercy. 

• The world will not see or perceive the Spirit.  Believers will recognize the 
presence of the Spirit because the Spirit will be among them in community and 
within them personally. 

• “I will not leave you orphans:” Jess is going away but he is not abandoning his 
disciples. “I will come to you:” After his resurrection he will come back to them. 
“In a little while”= the time of his death and burial. The world will not see him.  
But, the disciples will see him after his Resurrection. The disciples will see him 
because he lives as Risen Lord and they will live because he lives. The 
Resurrection (“on that day”) will show the disciples that he is in the Father and 
they are in him.  

• The one who has my commandments=the one who believes that I am Son of God 
and who loves the community and lives their lives in that reality shows that they 
love the Lord. The one who loves me is loved by my Father and by me and I will 
come t him/her.  The indwelling of the Father and Son in the believer. The Father 
and the Son dwell, abide, remain in the believer. 

3. 1 Peter 3: 15-18 

• From NABR: The argument presented in this section (vv 13-22) is this: “By his 
resurrection he received new life in the spirit, which he communicates to 
believers through the baptismal bath that cleanses their consciences from sin.  
As Noah’s family was saved through water, so Christians are saved through the 
waters of baptism. Hence they need not share the fear of sinners; they should 
rather rejoice in suffering because of their hope in Christ. Thus their innocence 
disappoints their accusers.” 

• Sanctify Christ Jesus in your hearts=offer your heart to God in Christ Jesus.  

• Don’t be afraid to give an explanation of your faith but do it with kindness and 
gentleness. If you are blameless, that will make your accusers look bad. 

• If you suffer, let it be for doing good, not evil. 

• Christ suffered for us but he was victorious over his suffering and is able to lead 
us to God.   

• Put to death in the flesh, he was raised in the spirit.  Sound like an ancient 
creedal statement.  Jesus truly died in the flesh—in his humanity.  He was raised 
up in the spirit.  He was truly human and divine. 
 

 



 


