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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Acts 2: 1-11 
Galatians 5: 16-25 or 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13 

John 15: 26-27; 16: 12-15 or John 20: 19-23 
 

1. Acts 2: 1-11 

• The Jewish feast of Pentecost was primarily a harvest feast to thank God 
for the produce of the land. It later became associated with the giving of 
the Covenant on Mt. Sinai.  Whereas the Jewish feast celebrated the Law; 
the Christian feast celebrates the Spirit. “The Law came through Moses 
but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” John 1: 17 

• The story of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11: 1-9) tells the story of 
growing evil among human beings who seek to make a name for 
themselves by their own accomplishments and think they can obstruct 
God’s plans. God confuses their languages to prevent them from carrying 
out their plans.  At Pentecost, the Spirit harmonizes the languages in order 
to facilitate the preaching of the Gospel to the whole world. 

• Jesus had told the apostles before his Ascension that they should go into 
the city of Jerusalem and stay there and pray for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit.  They went to the Upper Room (Cenacle) with Mary and prayed for 
the Spirit.  This is the origin of our custom of a novena. 

• 2:1: when the days were complete=when it was time in God’s plan.  

• 2:2: There was a noise like a strong driving wind.  Wind in Hebrew is 
“ruah” which also means spirit.  In Genesis 1: 2: At creation when all was 
still a void, there was a mighty wind that swept over the waters.  The use 
of wind/Spirit evokes the image of a new creation when the Spirit comes 
down upon the apostles. 

• 2:3: tongues of fire: In Exodus 19: 18-The Lord came down upon Mount 
Sinai in smoke and fire. The tongues of fire represent the presence of God 
coming down upon the apostles in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will 
empower the apostles to preach the good news of the new covenant 
brought about by Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

• 2:4 began to speak in different tongues: There seems to be two 
phenomena at work the charismatic speaking in tongues in which the 
person through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit speaks in a language only 
known to God. In verses 6 and 8: the apostles speak in their own 
language but each person in the crowd understands them in their own 
language. This says something important about the spirit that brings unity 
out of diversity without eliminating the diversity. 

• 2: 5-11: The crowd is composed of persons from many countries (the 
names are enumerated) representing the whole Jewish world.  It 
symbolizes the preaching of the Gospel to the whole world. 

 



 
2. John 15: 26-27; 16: 12-15 

• V. 15: 26-27: Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Advocate: a person who publicly 
supports or recommends a person or a particular cause or policy. The Holy Spirit 
is our supporter, our champion, our defender, the one who pleads our cause, the 
one who guides us through life’s challenges. The Holy Spirit is sent by the Son 
from the Father (Trinity).  The Holy Spirit is the spirit of truth.  The spirit speaks 
the truth about Jesus. He testifies, bears witness to Jesus as Son of God. 

• V. 27: The disciples also testify, give witness to Jesus because they were with 
him from the beginning and saw with their own eyes. 

• 16: 12: The Lord has so much for us to know when we cannot process and 
understand it all at once. Like a parent, who want to tell their children so much 
about life and how to be careful, but they are giving the children the answers to 
the question they have not yet asked. 

• V. 13: The Holy Spirit will guide us in the way of truth.  The Holy Spirit works over 
time.  The Spirit is an active and dynamic presence in our lives. The Spirit is in 
unity with the Father and the Son.  He is not apart from them but in perfect 
harmony with them.  The Sprit speaks the same truth as the Father and the Son. 

• V. 14: Glorify in John’s Gospel means to reveal.  The Spirit reveals who Jesus is 
because he speaks on his behalf. 

• V. 15: There is perfect unity in the Trinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
What belongs to one belongs to all. 

 
3. John 20: 19-23 

• In John’s Gospel, the sending of the Spirit takes place on the evening of the 
Resurrection—the first day of the week.  

• V. 19: The disciples are living in fear and cowardice behind locked doors.  Jesus 
comes through the locked doors.  He breaks through their fear.  He says, Peace!  
Which means Shalom—a total sense of well-being, wholeness and reconciled 
and united to God. 

• V. 20: Jesus shows his wounds which reveal him to be the same person who 
was crucified.  The Crucified One is now the Risen One.  His wounds are now 
signs of victory.  Their fear turns to rejoicing. 

• V. 21: Again, he wishes the Peace—he reiterates that they are now saved and 
redeemed in perfect and complete relationship with God by his death and 
resurrection.  They are being sent just as God the Father sent Jesus. 

• V. 22: Jesus breathes on them==breath is also “ruah”—wind and spirit.  This is a 
new creation. The apostles are being created anew. 

• V. 23: Jesus presence in the world by his Incarnation forced people to reveal 
what was in their souls-whether they believed in him as Son of God or did not 
believe.  The apostles will continue this same ministry of making people to reveal 
what is in their hearts. Those who believe are forgiven.  Those who refuse to 
believe—their sin (of not believing) will be retained.  They will not be forgiven. 

 
 
 



4. Galatians 5: 16-25 

• Paul contrasts the life of the flesh versus the life of the Spirit. We are made of 
flesh and spirit.  The flesh is that part of us that is driven by ego and 
selfishness.  It is our “false self.” The spirt is the part of us that desires God 
and what God wants for us.  It is our “true self.”  Because of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus we already live now by the Spirit but we are not yet free 
of the flesh. 

• Paul uses a traditional list of vices to describe the “fruits” of the flesh. Those 
who practice these things will not be admitted to the Kingdom of God.  

• Paul wishes us to know and recognize the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentle ness, and self-control.  
These are the signs of a person who lives by the Sprit and not by the flesh. 

• The fruits of the Spirit have been used to help us discern the presence of the 
Spirit in our loves.  When we are doing what is good, the Spirit gives us 
peace, joy, and all the fruits of the Spirit to confirm our goodness.  However, 
the devil tries to disturb our peace with doubt, fear, anger, restlessness, envy, 
etc. When we are doing wrong, the Spirit tries to win us back by disturbing our 
conscience with guilt, sorrow, fear, worry, anxiety, etc. But, the devil tries to 
lull us into complacency by giving us false peace, joy, and happiness.  The 
devil will entice us to rationalize our behavior and falsely justify our doing evil. 

• When we must decide between two goods—what will give greater glory to 
God, the discernment is more difficult.  First of all, our number one desire 
must be to do what is for the greater glory of God alone.  I only want to serve 
God.   Second, we must be steeped in the Gospels and have a sense of what 
Jesus wants and desires. Second, we must be able to recognize what true 
peace and joy feels like.  There is false or superficial peace and joy that is 
here today and gone tomorrow.  However, there is a deeper sense of peace 
and joy which signals the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 

5. 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13 

• V. 3b: The Holy Spirit enables us to know Jesus as Lord.  That we believe 
in Jesus as the Lord and Son of God is a sign that we have the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

• V. 4: There many spiritual gifts/charisms, but one Spirit. 

• V. 5-6: There are many forms of service, but one Lord. There are many 
workings but one God.  There is a variety of talents, gifts, ministries, and 
service in the community but they are ordered and harmonized by one 
God who is in himself Father Son and Holy Spirit.  The unity and diversity 
of the Trinity is the pattern of our life. 

• V. 7: each person receives grace and gifts by the Spirit for a particular 
purpose to build up the community.  

• V. 12: The human body is used as an analogy.  There are many parts to 
the body but they all function in harmony with each having a particular 
purpose to make the body work. The body of Christ works in the same 
way. 



• V. 13: The Spirit has brought us all together in unity.  Human differences 
of origin, ethnicity, or social position matter little because we have been 
made one by baptism in Christ.  We are brought together by the one Spirit. 
 

 
 

 


