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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 13: 14, 42-52 
Revelation 7:9, 14b-17 

John 10: 27-30 
 

1. Acts 13: 14, 42-52 

• This experience of Paul and Barnabas in Pisidia is the central event of 
Paul’s first missionary journey. They are invited to speak in the synagogue 
on the sabbath.  Paul gives a sermon which is representative of the early 
preaching of the church.  It seeks to demonstrate that Jesus’ death and 
resurrection is part of the plan of God.  All of Israel’s experiences of the 
OT prepared the way for Jesus.  The Risen Lord’s appearances to the 
disciples in Galilee is the continuity between the public ministry of Jesus of 
Nazareth and the Risen Lord Jesus.  The apostles are the witnesses.  We 
call this exposition of God’s plan the kerygma. 

• The preaching of Paul and Barnabas changes the hearts of many and 
they become converts.  They return the next sabbath to preach again and 
this time the whole town (presumably Jews and Gentles) are there to 
listen. The Jewish leaders become jealous of their success and nervous 
about the Gentiles who are attracted.  They attack Paul and Barnabas 
verbally. 

• Since the Jews of that town are rejecting the Gospel, Paul and Barnabas 
turn to the Gentiles.  The plan of God was that salvation be offered first to 
the Jews but now the prophecy that Jesus would be a light to the Gentiles 
is now fulfilled. 

• Paul and Barnabas shake the dust from their feet in obedience to the 
instructions Jesus gave the disciples in Luke 9:5 when he sent them out 
on a missionary journey.  They are not to be discouraged by rejection but 
keep on moving forward. 

2. John 10: 27-30 

• Chapter 10 follows immediately the story of the Man Born Blind in Chapter 
9 in which after having received his sight from Jesus, the man born blind is 
shamed and abused by the religious leaders and expelled from the 
synagogue.  Jesus comes looking for him and finds him and receives his 
profession of faith.  Thus, Jesus is portrayed as the Good Shepherd who 
seeks out the lost sheep and saves them. 

• Chapter 10 further develops the image of the Good Shepherd which is one 
of the most beloved and cherished images of Jesus.  The image is found 
in Psalm 23 and in Ezekiel 34.  Ezekiel especially prepares us for the 
image of the Good Shepherd by highlighting the bad shepherds of Israel 
who have not tended to the sheep but rather took care of themselves and 
their needs before those of the sheep. 



• In Chapter 10 there is a variety of images that surround the Good 
Shepherd. The image of the sheepfold is a dynamic one that imagines the 
sheep from nay folds being gathered into the pen at night for safety and 
then led out in the daytime for grazing to provide sustenance. Jesus 
provides both the safety and the sustenance needed to live the Christian 
life. 

• There is a contrast between legitimately entering the pen and violently 
entering the pen by breaking in or climbing over the wall.  Surprisingly, 
now Jesus becomes the Gate (and not the one who legitimately enters 
through the gate.)  It is an illustration of Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the 
Life and of Jesus, the one through whom no comes to the Father except 
through him. 

• The image is further developed by contrasting the true and noble 
Shepherd with the hireling.  The true Shepherd is ready to lay down his life 
for the sheep; the hired hand will flee when trouble comes.  He will save 
himself and not the sheep.  Jesus is the Noble Shepherd who will lay 
down his life for the sheep.  

• Jesus freely gives his life and does so in perfect obedience to the Father.  
He lays down his life and he takes it up again.  This fact will be proven by 
the way the burial clothes are folded and placed in the tomb when Jesus 
has risen.   

• After a bitter argument with the religious leaders who are frustrated with 
Jesus’ claims and are unable to reconcile their understanding of the role of 
the Messiah with his.  Jesus says that they are not of his flock.  He had 
previously said that there are sheep who do not belong to his flock to 
whom he must reach out and gather in.  He sees their unbelief as they 
rejection of being gathered into the fold.   Again, we see that one 
condemns oneself by the decision that is made.  God never rejects; he 
constantly reaches out and invites. 

• Those who do belong hear and answer the voice of the Lord.  They follow 
him (out of the pen to receive sustenance). They will be saved and never 
perish.  No one can steal them from Jesus.  They are safe in the hands of 
both Jesus and the Father. 

• The passage ends with an affirmation that Jesus and the Father are one.  
One is mission to bring salvation to those who believe and one in being as 
in sharing divinity. 

3. Revelation 7: 9, 14b-17 

• The beginning of the Book of Revelation gives imaginary scenes of the 
heavenly worship. The heavenly liturgy imagines a sanctuary with 7 
lampstands, a throne, 24 elders who sit around the throne, the four living 
creatures, the hymns of praise, the falling down of the elders in adoration. 

• The vision that comprises our reading is of a huge multitude of people 
from every race, language, nation, and languages who remained faithful to 
the Lord despite persecution. They fall down and worship before the 
Lamb.  God will protect them and they shall not suffer any more, or hunger 



or thirst, or face any danger.  God himself will shepherd them.  He will lead 
them to life-giving water and console them. 

• This vision of those who were victorious (symbolized by their palm 
branches) is to encourage those on earth who still face persecution.  They 
are to persevere for one day they too will share in the gory and happiness 
of these who have persevered and kept faith. 

 


