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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Acts 2: 1-11 
John 20: 19-23 

1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13 
 

 
1. Acts 2: 1-11 

• Pentecost means 50—fifty days since the Resurrection 

• The Jewish feast of Pentecost was a harvest festival that was associated 
with the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai. The Christian Pentecost celebrates 
the giving of the Spirit.  In the new covenant the Sprit replaces the Law. 

• The apostles and Mary were gathered in the Upper Room since the Lord’s 
Ascension praying for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

• A strong wind from the heavens comes and tongues of fire.  The wind 
recalls the Hebrew word ruah meaning breathe or wind that was present 
at creation.  Jesus compared the movement of the Spirit to the wind in 
John 3:8. The Pentecost wind signals that God is bringing about a new 
creation in the Spirit.  Fire was associated with the presence of God in 
Exodus 19: 18.  God came down upon Mt. Sinai in smoke and fire.  The 
Pentecost fire brings the presence of God in the Holy Spirit. 

• They are filled with the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues.  This verse 
probably refers to the gift of tongues in which they speak in a language 
that only God understands.   

• When the apostles address the crowd, the international crowd each hears 
them speaking in their own language.  This gift of tongues is the 
harmonization of different languages.  It reverses the curse of the Tower 
of Babel when God confused the languages of people so that they could 
not work together to rebel against God. What is notable is that the 
apostles speak their own language, and each person understands them in 
their language.  The Spirit does not erase the diversity but brings about 
unity in the diversity. 

• There are two reactions by the crowd.  Some ask, “What does this mean?” 
signaling a desire to know more.  Others reject it as their being drunk. 

2. John 20: 11-18 

• In John’s Gospel, the sending of the Spirit happens on the evening of the 
Resurrection.   

• Jesus passes through the locked doors. The doors are locked because 
the disciples are afraid that they too will be arrested and killed by the 
Jews.   He is in a new existence that is not limited by space and time.  His 
resurrected, glorious body is not confined by barriers.   

• Jesus wishes the disciples, Peace-Shalom—a deep sense of peace and 
well-being.  Peace is being in right relationship with God so that nothing 
can disturb or take away that peace. 



• They rejoice when they see Jesus, risen from the dead. 

•  Jesus shows them the wounds from the crucifixion on his hands to give 
proof that he is the same one who died on the cross.  He is not merely a 
spirit or a ghost but truly the Risen Lord who have come back from the 
dead and lives. 

• Jesus commissions the disciples.  Just as the Father sent him, so he now 
sends the disciples forth to continue his mission.  

• Jesus breaths on them.  This is “ruah” meaning breath or wind.  It gathers 
together the imagery of the Creation story in Genesis when a mighty wind 
swept over the waters and like the strong wind that came from heaven on 
Pentecost in Acts of the Apostles.  His breath signifies a new creation. 

• “Receive the Holy Spirit” are the same words used to confer the Spirit in 
the sacrament of Confirmation. 

• The sign of the Spirit is the forgiveness is the forgiveness of sins.  Jesus 
gives the disciples the power and authority to forgive sins. The retention of 
sins can be interpreted by how Jesus said that he did not come to 
condemn the world but to save it.  A person condemns themselves by not 
believing in Jesus.  Sins are retained by not believing in Jesus and 
receiving the gift of forgiveness. 

3. 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13 

• Writing to the Corinthian church that is divided into cliques with some 
thinking they are stronger, wiser Christians than others, Paul says that the 
Spirit is the source of unity in the church.  The Holy Spirit enables us to 
acknowledge that Jesus is Lord.  If a person acknowledges Jesus as the 
Lord, then they have the spirit.  If they do not accept Jesus as Lord, they 
do not have the spirit.  Those who accept Jesus as Lord should be united 
because they have one Spirit. 

• The Spirit bestows a great variety of spiritual gifts to believers.  The Spirit 
harmonizes these gifts.  There are many gifts but one Spirit; they are 
different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings 
but one God working through all.  Paul gives us a Trinitarian formula: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

• The Spirit gives a person a particular gift to build up the community, the 
Body of Christ.  One gift is not better than another.  One is not more 
important because he or she has a particular gift.  All the gifts of the Spirit 
are important because they each strengthen the community in a particular 
way. 

• Paul introduces the analogy of the body.  The body has many parts, but 
each part is essential for the proper working of the body. Each part makes 
up the whole body.  The same with the Body of Christ. 

• The Body of Christ, the Church, is one because it has one Holy Spirit in 
everyone.  It does not matter that they are Jew or Greek, slave or free, all 
are one.   

 
 
 


