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THE THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Daniel 12: 1-3 
Mark 13: 24-32 

Hebrews 10: 11-14, 18 
1. Daniel 12: 1-3 

• The book of Daniel is one of the four Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel and Daniel).  Although to be precise it is better described as an 
apocalypse rather than a prophetic book.  An apocalypse is a literary form 
written to strengthen the hope and faith of persecuted believers.  The 
major theme of an apocalypse is that God will triumph over evil and those 
who remain faithful to God will enjoy reward and glory in the afterlife. An 
apocalypse uses a traditional body of images and symbols to create an 
atmosphere of mystery which can only be understood by those who have 
faith and hold onto doing what is right. An apocalypse is not to be 
interpreted literally or historically but symbolically pointing to the ultimate 
victory of God over all evil.  

• V. 1: Michael is one of the archangels.  His name means: Who Is Like 
God. He also appears in the Book of Revelation (another apocalypse) 
where he and the angels defeat Satan and his angels and throw them 
down into hell.  He is described here as a great prince and a guardian of 
God’s people. 

• V. 1: The great cosmic battle between good and evil is being described as 
a time of great distress that has never been seen before. But, God’s 
people will be safe. Those who names are written in the book of life will be 
protected.  This is a message designed to instill confidence and trust in 
God’s people, not fear and anxiety. 

• V. 2: The deliverance of God’s people will be resurrection.  This is one of 
the first written references to belief in the resurrection of the dead in the 
Bible. Those who rise will be separated into those who will experience 
resurrection and those who will be punished. 

• V. 3: Those who will be saved are described as having insight and they 
will shine like the heavenly bodies in the sky.  Those who are leaders of 
the people will shine like the stars.  The leaders have led the people to 
justice—to the reward for their faith. 

2. Mark 13: 24-32 

• This section of Mark’s Gospel is called “A Little Apocalypse.”  The 
structure of an apocalypse is (1) the narration of events that have already 
taken place but described as future events, (2) future events vaguely 
described, (3) the climax of triumph of good over evil with God bringing his 
people to glory.  

• V. 24-25: These vaguely described future events are termed “tribulation” 
in Mark. Daniel described them as “time of trouble.” Traditional biblical 
images (Isaiah 13:10, Isaiah 34:4, Joel 2:10) of the sun that does not 



shine the moon darkened, stars falling from the sky are used to describe 
the onset of the great final deliverance. 

• V. 26: In Daniel 7: 13, the Son of Man is described as appearing in the 
heavens approaching the Ancient of Days. In Daniel, the Son of Man 
could be the People of Israel but by the time of Mark’s Gospel, the Son of 
Man is clearly Jesus who will return as the Judge. He comes with great 
power and glory upon the clouds. For those who believe and have been 
faithful to the end, this is a welcome sight.  It is the fulfillment of their hope 
in Jesus’ return. 

• V. 27: The Son of Man sends out his angels to gather God’s people 
together from the ends of the earth. They are called his elect: the one who 
have chosen to accept the Good News of the Kingdom and have changed 
their lives by repentance and conversion. Like a shepherd he gathers his 
sheep together to bring them to salvation and to eternal life.  

• V. 28: The short parable of the fig tree encourages believers to read the 
signs of the times.  When the fig tree buds, it is a sign of summer.  

• V. 29: In the same way, when we see signs of the tribulation, we know 
that the Lord is near. There is a double message of now/but not yet; soon/ 
but wait for it.  

• V. 30: Jesus seemed to expect a quick return of the Son of Man before 
the passing of the present generation which has clearly not happened. So, 
the need to urge watchfulness and vigilance.  

• V. 31: His return in glory will prove what he said was true. 

• V. 32: Jesus says that no one knows the time of the second coming not 
even Jesus. Only God the Father knows. We interpret this as an indication 
of the complete obedience and submission of the Son to his Father.  He 
leaves the time of consummation of all things to his Father. This leads to 
the admonition that we be vigilant and watchful always so that we are 
always ready for the Lord’s return. 

3. Hebrews 10: 11-14, 18 

• V. 11: Referring to the sacrifices of the high priests of the old covenant, 
they offered daily sacrifices that were unable to forgive sin.   

• V. 12: However, Jesus, the Great High Priest, offered himself on the 
Cross once and for all for the forgiveness of all sin.  He took his seat at 
God’s right hand.  

• V. 13: He waits for his enemies to become his footstool—this refers to 
Psalm 110: 1. It describes the present time between the 
Resurrection/Ascension and the Second Coming.  It is a time of waiting for 
all sin and death to be conquered.  

• V. 14: The one sacrifice of Christ has brought all who are being saved to 
perfection. 

• V. 18: Jesus does not need to offer his sacrifice again because his death 
on the Cross has accomplished forgiveness of sin. 


