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THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

THE KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
 

Ezekiel 34: 11-12, 15-17 
Matthew 25: 31-46 

1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28 
 

1. Ezekiel 34: 11-12, 15-17 

• “Shepherds=the leaders of the people. A frequent title for kings and deities 
in the ancient Near East; the ideal ruler took care of his subjects and 
anticipated their needs. Ezekiel’s oracle broadens the reference to include 
the whole class of Jerusalem’s leaders (v.17). The prophet assures his 
audience, the exiles in Babylon, that God holds these leaders responsible 
for what has happened to Jerusalem and will give Israel a new shepherd 
worthy of the title.” 

• Vv. 1-10 laments how the leaders of Israel did not fulfill their obligations to 
the people.  They were not good shepherds.  The cared for themselves 
and not for the people. They did not tend to the weak, the sick, or the 
injured. Because of the lack of care, the sheep were scattered. The Lord 
will come after those false shepherds and the sheep will be taken away 
from them. 

• V. 11: God himself will become the shepherd. He will search for the sheep 
and bring them back together again.   

• V. 12: He will examine the flock to assess their condition and needs. He 
will gather them together from where they were scattered. 

• Vv. 13-14: God himself will lead them from the place of exile to their own 
country where they will inhabit their own spaces. He will bring them to 
good pastures where they can graze.  They will be well cared for. 

• V. 15: God himself will do this.  He will care for them and give them rest. 

• V. 16: He will have special concern for the lost, injured, and sick.  Those 
who have become strong off of them will be punished.  He will be a 
shepherd who renders judgement on those who were false shepherds. 

• V. 17: God will be a shepherd and a judge.  He will judge between sheep 
and between rams and goats. 

2. Matthew 25: 31-46 

• The parable of the Shepherd-King and the Judgement of the Nations is 
one of the defining texts of Christianity. It presents the criteria for reception 
into the banquet of the Kingdom.  The deeds of mercy—feed the hungry, 
give drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, cloth the naked, care for 
the sick, and visit the prisoner—are the basis for judgement. 

• This scene is actually the rendering of the sentence.  The nations have 
already been judged by their performance of deeds of mercy or their lack 
of performance. The time of judgement is NOW—the present time—what 



we do now determines our future fate.  If you want confidence on the day 
of judgement, then be busy about the works of mercy now. 

• The judgement scene fulfills what was foreshadowed in the parables of 
the wheat and weeds and the dragnet—the separation of the good from 
the evil. 

• The element of surprise is the identification of the King with the least of his 
brothers and sisters.  What they did or did not do to those in need, they 
did or did not do to Jesus. This identification intensifies our understanding 
of Emmanuel, God-with-us. The Son of Man accompanied by the 
heavenly court, the King of the nations, is one with the neediest of 
humankind.  We see that the two greatest commandments are really one 
commandment: love of God is love of neighbor and love of neighbor is 
love of God. 

• The criteria for judgement, the works of mercy, repeated four times 
throughout the dialogue, underscores what Jesus has said throughout the 
Gospel, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”  (9:13, 12:7, cf. 5:17-48, 7:12, 
23:23) 

• This story gives powerful urging to Christians to focus on what is most 
important, the care of those in need.  We put our acceptance of Christ’s 
call into action by the care we give to those in need.   

• Traditionally, “the nations” and “the least of my brothers and sisters” have 
been taken to refer to all men and women. It is a universal call to service.  
Those who are believers serve Christ present in the needy.  Unbelievers 
implicitly serve Christ by their service to the needy and are welcome to the 
banquet of the Kingdom. 

• Recently, Scripture scholars have identified the “little ones” as Christian 
missionaries and “the nations” as unbelievers.” Unbelievers are judged on 
the welcome they gave or did not give to Christian missionaries. Although 
this may be substantiated by the text, it is less satisfying an interpretation. 

• “Here we have separation into sheep and goats – and elsewhere in the 
Gospels too, we meet parables of separation: good crop from weeds; 
wheat from chaff; good fish from those to be thrown away. 

• It’s all not so much about a code of conduct in this parable – as about 
solidarity: ‘What is your solidarity like – with the hungry, the stranger, the 
naked, the sick, the prisoner?’ After all, in the vision of the Risen One on 
the road to Damascus, Saul (later the Apostle Paul) was charged with 
persecuting Jesus himself: in the person of the followers of Jesus that he 
was persecuting. 

• All the down-trodden ones are part of ‘the Whole Christ’. Jesus has 
entered into solidarity with them – and we are to throw in our lot there too.” 
(From Sacred Space) 

3. 1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28 

• Paul describes the implications of the Resurrection of the Lord. Christ is 
the “first fruits.” His resurrection is not the end but the forerunner of our 
resurrection. Just as the first fruits of the harvest are offered for the sake 
of the whole harvest, Christ’s rising is the sign of our rising. 



• We belong to the human race whose fall is seen in Adam and whose 
redemption is seen in Christ. Adam and Christ contrast as the means of 
our fall and our rising. We were condemned by the disobedience of 
Adman and saved by the obedience of Christ. 

• Paul describes the process of salvation.  First, Christ rises, then, we rise. 
The Christ hands the Kingdom over to his Father having destroyed every 
rival power.  The final step is the destruction of death through our 
resurrection.  He hands everything over to his Father and then God the 
Father can be all in all.  There is no sin or death to block or impede God’s 
grace and mercy. 
 

 
 


