
BIBLE STUDY 
November 2, 2020 

 
THE THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Wisdom 6: 12-16 
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 

Matthew 25: 1-13 
 

1. Wisdom 6: 12-16 

• The Book of Wisdom was written about 100 years before Jesus.  It was 
written by a Greek speaking Jew who wanted to encourage his fellow 
Jews who were being persecuted about the rewards of living a righteous 
life.  The teachings of the book of Wisdom reflect the religious thinking of 
the times that became background for the theology of the New Testament.  
Jesus is seen as Wisdom because he is the Word of the Father. Jesus 
embodied what he taught.  He was his teaching.  He not only taught about 
resurrection and life; he is the resurrection and the life.  He not only shows 
us the way, the truth and the life; he is the way, the truth and the life. 

• Wisdom is often personified as a woman in the Scriptures, especially in 
Proverbs.  Here Wisdom is referred to as “she.”  She is a person who 
searches, invites and shares.  We enter into a relationship with Wisdom.  

• V. 12-Wisdom is resplendent (shining brightly) and unfading (eternal never 
changing). She reveals herself to those who seek her.  Those who love 
her perceive her.  Those who seek her find her.  

• V. 13-She quickly reveals herself to those desire her. She is accessible. 
Those who search for her find her.  She is not mysterious and elusive. 

• V. 14- one who watches at dawn—like a sentinel who has the night watch 
and is vigilant and alert. If you watch for her you will not be disappointed. 

• V.15-It is prudent (acting with or showing care for the future) to set your 
heart on her.  You are making a good decision if you set your hopes on 
wisdom. It will benefit you in the future.  Keeping vigil for her---waiting on 
her—will quickly relieve you of worry and anxiety. 

• V. 16-Wisdom makes her rounds---actively seek out those who are worthy 
of her—who by their lives show they are serious about acquiring wisdom. 
She freely reveals herself. She goes out to meet them.  She takes the 
initiative to meet those who seek her and gives them full attention. 

• Everything said about Wisdom could be said about Jesus. He resplendent 
and unfading. He makes himself known to us who seek him. If we watch 
for him and are vigilant, he will make himself known. He will not disappoint 
if we wait for him.  It is wise and sure to set our hearts on him. Jesus 
searches for us. He first loved us. He chose us. 

2. Matthew 25: 1-13 

• The parable imagines a wedding scene in which the bridesmaids wait with 
the bride for the arrival of the groom. The bridegroom is long delayed---like 
the return of Christ not coming immediately after his Death, Resurrection 
and Ascension. They fall asleep waiting for the groom. 



• There are ten bridesmaids.  Five are wise and five are foolish.  The divide 
reminds us of the Kingdom of God that contains both wheat and weeds 
that grow until harvest time. The Church is composed of both those who 
are fervent and those who are lukewarm. The wise have brought enough 
oil for their torches.  The oil represents the good deeds (love) that is the 
response to the Lord’s call and salvation. The lack of oil represents that 
we have not put into practice the deeds that show our response to God’s 
grace.  

• The groom appears at midnight.  There is a cry that awakens all ten.  The 
five wise bridesmaids are ready.  The foolish are unprepared.  When the 
Lord comes to judge us, will we be wise or foolish?  Will we have the oil of 
good deeds in response to God’s grace and mercy?  

• Imagine the shame and the consternation of the five foolish ones who 
must rush to the store and buy oil and to their dismay, the door to the 
wedding banquet is locked.  How do they feel?  Do you want to feel that 
way when the Lord comes and you are not prepared?   

• The wise bridesmaids cannot share their oil because when the Lord 
comes each must stand on their own merits.  There will be no excuses.  
The evidence of our life’s deeds will be our testimony. 

• The foolish ones who cry out, “Lord, Lord…” reminding us of Matthew 7: 
21 in which Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but only those who do the will of my Father 
in heaven.” 

• Stay awake means to be vigilant, watchful, prepared, and single-minded. 
Not necessarily, awake because the wise bridesmaids were asleep but 
prepared.  You can sleep in peace if you got your life in order. 

3. 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 

• This is Paul’s first letter and was written in the 40s, very early.  There was 
a strong belief that Jesus’ return in glory would come very soon—in fact in 
their lifetime. It was imminent.  As members of the community began to 
die and the Lord had not yet returned, they worried what would happen to 
the dead when the Lord did come.  Would they be forgotten while the 
living would meet the Lord?  Paul is writing to assure them that the dead 
will be cared and provided for in the Lord’s plan.  The living will have no 
advantage over the dead.  In fact, the dead will rise first and then, the 
living will be joined to them.  Paul imagines a scene of our being caught 
up in the air to meet the Lord.  It is not necessarily to be taken literally but 
helps us imagine what will happen.  In reality, none of us know how it will 
happen.  We have to leave that to God. Paul’s teaching is to reassure and 
comfort the Thessalonians who are mourning the loss of loved ones. He is 
offering words of comfort. 

• Paul reminds the Thessalonians that Jesus, too, died but he rose, so, too, 
God with Jesus will raise the dead.  So, Christians grieve in a different 
way.  We do not grieve as if we had no hope of eternal life.  We grieve but 
we also have hope of resurrection. 


