
BIBLE STUDY 
November 23, 2020 

 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 63: 16B-17, 19B, 64: 2-7 
1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 

Mark 13: 33-37 
 

1. Advent: start of a new church year.  Change of cycle in the Lectionary.  We are 
now entering Cycle B in which the majority of Gospel readings are from Mark 
with some weeks of John at Easter and during the summer months. 
Advent is not a penitential season like Lent.  It is a time of joyful expectation. 
We remember the three comings of Christ:  at his birth in Bethlehem; his second 
coming in glory at the end of time; and the many ways he is present to us in our 
daily life. 

 
2. Isaiah 63: 16B-17, 19B, 64: 2-7 

• The section that this selection comes from is a lament of the Jewish 
community in exile begging God to come and save them as he did at the 
Exodus.  It recalls the protection God had shown his people and they confess 
that have sinned by not following the Lord’s commands.  

• V. 16B-17 God is called on as Father of Israel and redeemer.  The people ask 
why God makes them wander from his ways and why does he harden their 
hearts. They seem to be asking for the Lord’s pity as they portray themselves 
as helpless.  Their sinfulness is described as wandering and the hardening of 
their hearts.  They ask the Lord to return to them for the sake of the tribes he 
promised to be faithful to. 

• V. 19B: A very famous verse begging God to rip open the heavens and come 
down.  To show himself in power and glory as he did in the past.  Recall that 
when Jesus is baptized, the heavens opened and the voice of God is heard 
as the Spirit descends. 

• V. 64: 2-3: A plea that God would show his mighty deeds once more on 
behalf of Israel. “No ear has ever heard, no eye has ever seen” St. Paul will 
quote this verse as he tries to describe the joys of heaven prepared for 
believers. 

• V. 64: 4-5: A prayer that when God comes he will see them doing right and 
not wrong. They acknowledge their sins. 

• V. 64: 6-7: God seems to have hidden his face from them, but the truth is that 
he is their Father. The people are clay and God is the potter.  He molds and 
shapes them according to his will.  

3. Mark 13: 33-37 

• This selection comes from a chapter in which Jesus talks about the sign 
and the events of the end of time before the return of the Son of Man.  
This discourse is addressed to Peter, James, John, and Andrew who want 
to know when the end will come and what will be the signs of its coming. 



• Jesus warns the disciples not to believe everyone who says that the end is 
coming or think that every natural disaster is the sign of the end times.  
These events are only the beginning. 

• The persecution of the disciples will be part of the “labor pains” that lead to 
the end times. The Gospel must be reached to all nations but it will be 
accompanied by persecution and family division.  

• The Romans will desecrate the temple.  The city of Jerusalem will be 
destroyed (as it was in 70 AD). People should flee the city and not defend 
it.  There is another warning to not believe false messiahs and prophets.  
As scary as these events are they do herald the glorious return of the 
Lord.  For believers, it is a sign of their salvation, a joyous event. 

• The lesson of the fig tree: read the signs of the times. 

• Sunday’s passage: Need for watchfulness 
V. 32: Nobody knows when the end will come, only God the Father.  Not 
even the Son: This detail emphasizes Jesus complete dependence upon 
the Father and obedience to his will.  This quality of listening, waiting and 
obeying is part of the nature of a son. 
V. 33: We must be watchful and alert for we do not know when the time 
will come.  It could be anytime so you got to stay awake.  
V. 34-35: Parable of the man traveling abroad: The servants do not know 
what hour he will return. So, they got to stay awake all night long so that 
they are prepared. V. 36: They do not want to be caught sleeping.  

• Jesus repeats: Watch!  This admonition is to all disciples not just these 4. 

• What does the exhortation to “Watch” means for us?  How do we watch 
and be alert? 

4. 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 

• This selection is from the beginning of 1 Corinthians.  Each of Paul’s 
letters begins with a salutation and a thanksgiving prayer.  Verse 3 is the 
greeting that resembles the opening words of the Mass. 

• The Thanksgiving prayer is a summary of the themes of the letter.  The 
problem in the community that Paul is addressing is how spiritual gifts are 
causing divisions in the community because those with “higher” gifts think 
that they are better than the others. 

• V. 4-7: Paul thanks God for the grace that God has bestowed on the 
Corinthians in Jesus Christ.  He has given them discourse (ability to 
speak) and knowledge (which is the problem in Corinth, members thinking 
they are more advanced than others). He has given them gifts. 

• V. 8: They are waiting for the revelation of Jesus Christ, his return in glory. 
Paul prays that God will keep them firm in faith and without sin until the 
Day of Jesus Christ.  

• V. 9: God is faithful=God is trustworthy.  He will fulfill all his promises. This 
faithful God has called us into fellowship with Jesus Christ. 
 

 


