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THE THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

1 Kings 17: 10-16 
Mark 12: 38-44 

Hebrews 9: 24-28 
 

1. 1 Kings 17: 10-16 

• Chapter 17 begins the story of Elijah.  He seems to appear out of 
nowhere.  “Elijah” means “The Lord is my God.” We do not know what 
“Tishbite” means; it may be a place or a social class. There are three 
“tensions” that run through the story of Elijah; first, is he speaking through 
human or divine means; second, is the God of Israel greater than Baal; 
and third, is the prophet free or compelled to serve the Lord as prophet. 

• 17:1-9: Elijah proclaims a drought seemingly by his own word (“except at 
my word”). The Lord commands him to go to the Wadi Cherith where the 
Lord will provide for him with water and ravens that bring bread and meat. 
Those supplies run out and the Lord commands him to go to Zarephath 
where a widow will provide for him. It is unusual that a widow will provide 
for him because widows had no legal rights or resources and needed 
others to provide for them. The widow is also unaware that she has the 
capacity to provide for Elijah without harming herself and her son. 

• V. 10-12: Elijah meets the widow and tells her to bring him some water 
and also some bread.  She has only enough flour and oil for one more 
serving of bread for her and her son. She believes that they will die of 
starvation. Yet, she is willing to do what Elijah asks. She is unaware that 
God is using her. 

• V. 13: Elijah says, “Do not be afraid!” In the Bible, these words are always 
a sign that God is present. He tells her to prepare something for him first 
and then for her son and her.  

• V. 14: Through Elijah God promises that the flour and oil will not run out 
until the Lord sends rain.  It points toward the resolution of the tensions in 
the story.  Elijah speaks through the power of the Lord; the Lord is the one 
who sends the rain, not Baal.  

• V. 15: The word of the Lord spoken by Elijah is powerful and effective.  
She has enough flour and oil for herself, son and household for a long 
time. Elijah is being revealed as a true prophet and spokesperson for the 
Lord.  He speaks a divine word. 

• In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus will use this story to warn the people in Nazareth 
that they have no special claim on him because of he grew up there.  God 
chose to help a Gentile widow during the drought even when there were 
many widows in Israel.   

• In the Bible widows have a special place in God’s concern because they 
had no civil rights or anyone to protect them. God himself protects them. 

 



2. Mark 12: 38-44 

• These two scenes are a contrast in how people respond to religion. The 
scribes manipulate religion for their own profit and status. Even their 
donations are for show.  They give only of their surplus.  The widow gives 
of what she needs to survive and depends upon God for her protection. 

• Vv. 38-40: Despite the fact that a scribe has just reached a mutual 
understanding, Jesus condemns the scribes for their hypocrisy. They 
wielded a great deal of power because they were the official interpreters of 
the Law of Moses which governed the details of everyday life. They give 
the appearance of piety but they are really seeking their own privilege and 
power. They seek praise and adulation by the robes they wear, the 
greetings they receive, and the seats of honor they crave. They give the 
outward appearance of piety but are making profit for themselves off the 
donations of poor widows. 

• Vv. 41-44: In contrast, the widow gives from what she needs to survive 
on. She gives a very little amount of money but for her it is all she has. 
Having given what she lives on, she now must depend upon God to 
provide for her daily needs.  She models the dependence that Jesus 
encourages for all his disciples. 
She is similar to the widow in the first reading.  The widow of Zarephath 
trusts Elijah’s word to hear that she not fear and provide him with the only 
food she has remaining.  She gives all she has just as the widow in the 
temple.  God provides for her because of her kindness to the prophet and 
her dependence on God. In the Bible, widows stand out as examples of 
placing one’s whole trust in God. 

3. Hebrews 9: 24-28 

• The sacrifice of animals and the sprinkling of their blood was a symbol of 
the forgiveness that was desired.  Jesus brought this symbol into reality by 
his own sacrifice on the Cross. Jesus entered the Holy of Holies of 
heaven, not the one made by human hands. Because the offering was 
imperfect the High Priests of the Old Testament offered the sacrifice 
annually.  Jesus’ sacrifice was perfect and so was offered once for all. He 
did not offer the blood of an animal but his own blood. Because death of a 
human person is a one-time event, so Jesus did not have to repeatedly 
offer himself.  He did it once for all. Just as the High Priest of the OT 
emerged from the Holy of Holies after the sacrifice, so Jesus will appear 
again at the end of time.  This time he will bring salvation.   

 


