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THE THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Proverbs 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31 
Matthew 25: 14-30 

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-6 
 

1. Proverbs 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31 

• The conclusion to the Book of Proverbs is a hymn of praise to the woman 
of worth. The poem pictures a household run by Lady Wisdom or a 
disciple of Lady Wisdom. 

• In Hebrew, the poem is an acrostic. The first letter of each line is a 
successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 

• V. 10-a woman of worth is hard to find and when one finds one, one has 
found a treasure. 

• V. 11-She runs a financially profitable household 

• V. 12-She manages the money shrewdly and profitably 

• V. 13-She is skillful with talents that benefit a home 

• V. 14-18-Like a fleet, she has her eyes on distant horizon in order to bring 
needed supplies into the home. She is hard working and efficient providing 
food for everyone in the house. She is a good business person buying 
acquiring property and planting a vineyard all from her earnings. Her 
strength and vigor are put on like armor of a warrior. She enjoys her profits 
and has an abundance of supplies (e.g. a lamp always lit). 

• V. 19-“The wife weaves linen cloth from flax and wool from fleece, which 
she cultivated (cf. V. 13).  Distaff: staff for holding the flax, tow, or wool, 
which in spinning was drawn out and twisted into yarn or thread by the 
spindle or round stick.” 

• V. 20-She also extends her care on concern to the needy and the poor. 

• V. 21-29-She has prudently provided for all needs so that snow dos not 
bother her.  She is prepared. She makes all that is needed for the home.  
Her husband has a good reputation and is respected by all. She markets 
her own goods.  She is an entrepreneur. The future does not worry her for 
she is prepared. She stays busy. He husband and children praise her.  

• V. 30-Fear of the Lord is the quality to be desired. It does not fade or pass. 

• V. 31-Her work gives evidence of her skill.  Her deeds speak for 
themselves. 

2. Matthew 25: 14-30 

• The Parable of the Talents: A talent was a denomination of money, a 
rather large sum of money.  It is from this parable that the word talent gets 
its modern meaning of personal strengths and skill. 

• This is a parable about the use of time and enterprise in the service of the 
Kingdom.  It has familiar elements of a landlord/master/ruler going on a 
journey and leaving servants/tenants/hired hands in charge. The leaving 
of the master represents the ascension of Jesus into heaven and “after a 



long time” refers to the delay of the Lord in returning as judge.  Early 
Christians believed that the Lord would return very soon within their 
lifetime.  Christians had to adapt their belief to the extended time of 
waiting for the Lord. The delay gives time for believers to serve the Lord.  
The question is how will they use their time? 

• The master evaluates each of the servants and gives them funding 
according to their perceived abilities. It seems that the master is not 
looking to get the money back.  It is a gift that the servant can use for 
themselves.  The master wants to see what they will do with it. 

• The first two servants immediately go to work and double the money given 
to them by trading.  The third servant is afraid of the master and sees him 
as a demanding and strict man who will punish him if he loses the money.  
So, he buries his talents.  That was a common way of saving money in 
those times. The first two have an inner freedom and a confidence in their 
master to creatively and adventurously invest the money. They do not 
seem to share the opinion of their master that the third has.  They are not 
bound by fear. Rather, they are empowered by the grant of money. 

• It seems that the third servant has a faulty understanding of the master.  
He is so afraid that he is paralyzed and does nothing.  He may represent a 
person who sees God has a severe judge who will punish for any misstep.  
This person seems to put all their energy into not doing wrong but is too 
afraid to be creative and adventurous in finding ways to multiply God’s 
gifts. The first two servants represent persons who receive God’s gifts and 
embrace them and multiply them.  The parable seems to teach that God 
wants us to be free and adventurous with his gifts so that the love of God 
can be spread around.  It is not enough not to do wrong but we are 
encouraged to multiply the good. 

• The surprise at the end of the parable is that the one who buried the 
talents gets them taken away and given to the one who has the most.  
Those who give themselves freely to the Kingdom and receive it as a 
generous and free gift of God multiply their graces and joys.  Those who 
live in fear and hide the gifts given them lose even the little they have. 

• The parable asks us what our picture of God is.  Is he a generous God 
who freely gives of his grace and blessings and empowers us to creatively 
use them and even to take risks so that the love of God can be spread far 
and wide?  Or, are we so afraid of God and his punishments that we are 
paralyzed.  We only do the minimum---avoid evil—and not take risks to 
multiply God’s favors. 

3. 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-6 

• An exhortation to vigilance. Paul says that there is no need to write 
anything else about the return of the Lord.  They know full well that the 
day of the Lord will come suddenly and unexpectedly. This reflects the 
early Christian belief that the Lord’s return was imminent.  The Lord will 
return like a thief in the night.  

• They should not be fooled or lulled into passivity.  Do not be deceived by 
people saying that everything is fine and that there is no need for concern 



or worry.  The day of the Lord will overtake them lie a sudden disaster or 
labor pains. 

• The Thessalonians are not in the dark, they are children of the light, 
meaning that they have received the revelation of God in the preaching of 
Paul.  Because we have this revelation, then we must not sleep but be 
alert and sober.   

• In what ways can we alert and sober? Vigilant and watchful? Living in the 
light and not in darkness? 

 


