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THE TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 53: 10-11 
Mark 10: 35-45 

Hebrews 4: 14-16 
 

1. Isaiah 53: 10-11 

• In the second Isaiah there are a series of four Servant Songs that speak of 
an unknown person or group of persons who will bring about the salvation 
of Israel by their suffering.  This servant will have the Spirit of the Lord 
upon him.  He will bring peace and justice.  His suffering will be 
redemptive. Our selection for Sunday is from the fourth Servant Song. 

• V. 10: The Lord was pleased to crush him with pain=it was God’s will=God 
permitted it. His life was reparation, i.e., an offering that is presented to 
atone for guilt. This suffering is redemptive.  It is not without meaning and 
fruit.  If he offers himself in this way, he will be saved and will see his 
offspring and length of days.  The Lord will use him as an instrument of his 
purpose.  God will use him to bring about redemption of his people. 

• V. 11: God will bring him through suffering to the light of redemption. His 
knowledge or understanding of God’s ways will bring him contentment or 
peace. The servant’s suffering will benefit the whole nation.  He will justify 
(acquit, declare innocent) many people. He will bear the weight of their 
sins. 

2. Mark 10: 35-45 

• This passage is preceded by the third prediction of Jesus’ passion and 
death. The scene depicts Jesus in the lead with the disciples straggling 
behind, reluctantly following him because they have a sense that he is 
proceeding into danger.  They seem to know, but don’t really want to 
know.  Jesus’ prediction presents a detailed and accurate description of 
what actually happened to Jesus in Jerusalem at his passion and 
crucifixion. 

• V. 35-37: James and John come to Jesus with a request that they be 
granted seats of honor when Jesus enters into his kingdom as Messiah.  
Their request reveals the depth of their misunderstanding of what Jesus is 
trying to tell them as he predicts his passion and death.  First of all, James 
and John are still thinking of Jesus as a Messiah that will bring about a 
political and military victory.  Secondly, they think that authority and power 
brings honor and privilege to the one who possesses it. 

• V. 38: Jesus responds to them by telling them that there is a cost to their 
request.  They will have to share in his sufferings which are symbolized by 
drinking the cup which is a biblical image of accepting one’s fate and they 
will be baptized with the same fate as Jesus.  Baptism here does not refer 
to the sacrament of baptism but rather to immersion into stormy waters, 
another image of accepting what lies ahead. 



• V. 39: They respond that they can drink the cup and be baptized as he will 
seemingly without much thought or real understanding of what Jesus is 
saying. Jesus affirms that they will share his fate 

• V. 40: but goes on to tell them that it is God the Father’s prerogative to 
assign places in the Kingdom.  This saying highlights that Jesus totally 
trusts his heavenly Father.  Jesus is not undertaking this mission on his 
own with an assurance that all will turn out well in the end with his 
resurrection.  He is placing himself into the hands of his father with trust in 
an unknown future. 

• V. 41: When the other ten apostles find out about James and John’s 
secret deal making with Jesus they get understandably upset.  Yet, their 
dismay also reveals a lack of understanding of Jesus “style” of self-giving 
and service. 

• V. 42: Jesus uses this occasion as an opportunity to teach them.  Worldly 
leaders use their power and authority for their own benefit and for the 
burdening of their subjects.  That is not the way of Jesus.  

• V. 43: Theirs will be a different way.  Service will be the criterion for 
greatness.  The greatest one is the one who serves others.   

• V. 44: The first in rank is the one who makes him/herself the servant or 
slave of others.   

• V. 45: Jesus makes a memorable pronouncement of his identity and 
mission. He did not come to be served but to serve.  His life will be a 
ransom for many.  He will give his life in place of others. Jesus will take on 
the role of the Servant who brings salvation for all by his own redemptive 
suffering.   

3. Hebrews 4: 14-16 

• V. 14: The author of the Letter to the Hebrews is encouraging readers not 
to grow weary of holding onto the faith.  We need to hold onto our 
confession of faith, i.e., our trust in God’s promises, because we have a 
great High Priest in Jesus.  Jesus’ role far surpasses the high priest of the 
old covenant.  Just as the High Priest of the Old Testament passed 
through the curtain and into the Holy of Holies of the temple, now Jesus 
enters into the Holy of Holies of heaven.  

• V. 15: Jesus, our High Priest, understands our human condition.  He, too, 
was tempted as we are, but because he did not sin, he is able to save us.  

• V. 16: Because Jesus shared our humanity, we can be confident to 
approach him at the throne of grace, which is God’s throne, where Jesus 
is our mediator, and we will receive mercy and grace.  His help will be 
right on time and what we need. 

 
 


