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The Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6 
Matthew 22: 15-21 

1 Thessalonians 1: 1-5B 
 

1. Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6 

• Cyrus was the king of Persia and a vassal of the Babylonians.  He 
rebelled against Babylon and after a series of battles emerged as victor.  
He then issued a decree which allowed the Jewish captives to return to 
their homeland.  

• Isaiah saw the success of Cyrus as a sign that he was chosen by God as 
the instrument to save Israel and return them to their homeland. 

• V.1: Isaiah refers to Cyrus as the Lord’s anointed, a title usually reserved 
for Israel’s kings and the root of the title Messiah or Christ.  In this 
instance, it refers to the special mission that Cyrus has been given by the 
Lord.  Cyrus is his special agent. 

• Isaiah portrays Cyrus’ success in battle as guided and brought about by 
the Lord. “whose right hand I grasp” God is subduing nations, stripping 
kings of strength, and opening doors on his behalf. 

• V.4: God is using Cyrus for his purposes even though Cyrus does not 
know God. 

• V. 5: God is the only God and, therefore, he is in charge of world affairs. 
God works through Cyrus.   

• V. 6: Cyrus’ success in battle will show that God is the God of all. 
 

2. Matthew 22: 15-21 

• After three parables (the two sons, the murderous tenants, and the 
wedding banquet), in which Jesus has told the religious leaders of Israel 
that they have forfeited their right as God’s chosen people because of 
their refusal to listen and believe in him, the adversaries of Jesus begin to 
attach him. 

• The first attack is a trap to get Jesus to express a public opinion on the 
very unpopular census tax imposed by the Romans. They ask him to state 
publically if it should be paid or not. If Jesus says that it should be paid, 
then he will anger the people.  If he says it should not be paid, then he will 
be branded as a rebel against Rome. 

• Jesus is a clever debater. He total reframes the question and uses it to 
advance his own teaching. First of all, he asks for a coin. That the 
Pharisees even have the coin in their possession is a sign that they 
already cooperate with the tax.  

• Next he situates the power of Caesar within the power of God.  Give to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s—acknowledging our civic responsibility—but 
always keeping it within the broader context of our responsibility to God. 



• Rather than a simple dichotomy between church and state, Jesus has 
given the challenge back to the Pharisees (and us) as an ongoing ethical 
task to discern how to be good citizens without compromising our 
dedication to God.  God’s rule is preeminent in our lives. God is the higher 
authority from whom all others take their authority. 

3. 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-5B 

• 1 Thessalonians is the first written letter of Paul.  It is the first written piece 
of the New Testament.  It dates to the 40s.  

• V. 1: Paul’s letters always begin with a greeting that invokes God the 
Father and Jesus Christ, the Son, and often the Holy Spirit. These 
greeting are used as the greeting at Mass. 

• V. 2: Paul’s letters always begin with a thanksgiving prayer that also sums 
up the major themes of the letter. 

• V. 3: Paul thanks God for the people of Thessalonica. He is grateful for 
their “work of faith, labor of love, and endurance of hope.” This is the first 
written instance of the linking of the three virtues: faith, hope, and charity.  
Here, hope is highlighted since Paul will exhort the Thessalonians to 
deepen their hope in the resurrection of the dead. 

• V. 4: Paul reminds the Thessalonians that they were chosen by God out of 
love. 

• V. 5: Paul emphasizes that the Gospel was preached in word and in 
power, i.e., mighty deeds that displayed the power of the Spirit. This is in 
contrast to other traveling preachers of new religions. The Christian 
missionaries gave good example when they were among the people.  


