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THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jeremiah 31: 7-9 
Mark 10: 46-52 
Hebrews 5: 1-6 

 
1. Jeremiah 31: 7-9 
Jeremiah (born c 650 CE) was prophet at a time when Babylon was overpowering 

the Assyrians to become the new regional power.  A strong internal faction within Judah 
was lobbying for an alliance with Egypt to drive out Babylon.  This revolt brought swift 
punishment from Babylon which resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 (CE). 
Jeremiah was a persecuted prophet who preached the word in season and out of 
season.  He did not hesitate to prophesy an unpopular message and he suffered 
persecution for it.  He steadfastly held to the message that things would not go well for 
Judah until they abandoned their courting of foreign gods and returned to the Lord with 
all their heart.  The suffering Jeremiah is often seen by Christians as a prototype of the 
suffering of Jesus who was also a prophet that was rejected. 

Our passage for Sunday comes from a section of oracles of restoration with a word 
of hope of the return of the exiles to Jerusalem.  Their return is portrayed as a second 
Exodus with the Lord leading them through the wilderness on their way home. 

V. 31:7: There is great rejoicing as the exiles return home. We imagine a great 
procession with singing and shouting as the people proclaim their salvation by God. The 
“remnant of Israel” is the group of survivors of the exile who have remained faithful to 
God and who have been purified by their suffering.  

V. 31:8: God is speaking and reveals his purpose.  He is gathering together the 
exiles from the Northern Kingdom who were resettled in foreign lands by the Assyrians. 
He brings them back from wherever they were.  The group includes the vulnerable as 
well as the strong.  

V. 31: 9: The exiles weep because of all they have suffered, but God will comfort 
them and lead them back home. He will lead them to streams of water (like the Good 
Shepherd in Psalm 23) and he will smooth the path before them (as in Isaiah 40) so that 
they may travel safely. 
 

2. Mark 10: 46-52 
The story of blind Bartimaeus is the second of the pair of stories of the healing of blind 
men in this section of Mark’s Gospel.  The first story is that of the blind man of 
Bethsaida (8:22-26). The two stories serve as bookends around this section of the 
Gospel.  Jesus is trying to heal the spiritual blindness of the disciples who struggle to 
understand that he will suffer and die in Jerusalem but will rise on the third day. The first 
healing is difficult. It takes Jesus two tries to return the man’s sight.  It symbolizes the 
stubbornness of the blindness of the disciples.  They see only partially.  Peter 
acknowledges Jesus as Messiah but cannot accept the concept of a suffering Messiah. 
The second story of Bartimaeus is an immediate healing and a transformation of 
Bartimaeus into a disciple ready and eager to follow Jesus on the way—even if it leads 



to Jerusalem. The story of Bartimaeus holds out hope for the disciples to regain total 
spiritual sight and understanding after the resurrection of Jesus.   
V. 46: This is the setting.  This miracle takes place in Jericho.  Bartimaeus is a blind 
beggar asking for alms. That he is on the side of the road symbolizes that he is not yet a 
disciple.  Disciples are on the way; he is on the side of the road.  His status as a beggar 
has a deeper meaning, he is not only begging for sight but also for discipleship. 
V. 47: Bartimaeus desires to meet Jesus whom he knows can heal him.  He loudly cries 
out to get his attention. He calls Jesus the Son of David which represents the first steps 
of faith.  Son of David represented Jesus’ humanity as the long expected Messiah and 
Son of God represented his divinity and the unexpected suffering but rising Messiah.  
His cry is really a prayer, “Have mercy on me,” which is also our prayer at Mass. 
V. 48: Many in the crowd rebuke him and tell him to be quiet. Sometimes disciples are 
the ones who are a road block to others coming to faith.  Their love of power and 
privilege and their failure to manifest the teachings of Jesus are a stumbling block to 
those who seek to be enlightened by faith. Bartimaeus persists and ignores them as his 
cries for Jesus’ help get louder and more persistent. 
V. 49: Jesus intervenes and calls him much like when Jesus reprimanded the disciples 
for trying to keep the children away from him. The crowd now changes their tune and 
encourages Bartimaeus to come to Jesus.  This represents the mediating role of the 
church.  As members of the Body of Christ we help bring people to Jesus.  “Take 
courage; get up; he is calling you,” reminds us of Baptism which makes us disciples and 
takes away the blindness of original sin.  It takes courage to become a disciple of Jesus 
as he is so close to Jerusalem and the death that awaits. It takes courage on our part to 
be a disciple of Jesus in today’s world if we truly do as he commanded. “Get up,” 
reminds us of the rising of baptism.  We go down into the water to die with Jesus and 
rise from the water to new life. 
V. 50:  Bartimaeus throws off his cloak.  While demonstrating his energy and eager-
ness to come to Jesus, it is also symbolic of his throwing off his old identity. He is 
making a break with the past and ready to live a new life. He “sprang up” showing his 
eagerness and great desire.   
V. 51: Jesus asks him what he wants him to do for him just as he asked James and 
John what they wanted him to do.  James and John wants power, prestige and honor.  
Their desires are misdirected.  This blind man wants to see---he wants to see who 
Jesus really is and follow him.  He is asking for the right thing. 
V. 52: The healing is instantaneous without gesture or words.  It is granted immediately.  
This is in contrast to the first healing of the man at Bethsaida that takes two tries.  It 
represents the grace and power that will be available to the disciples after the 
Resurrection.  Jesus tells him to go “on his way,” but the man, who now sees, goes “on 
the way” with Jesus.  He is a disciple who will follow Jesus to Jerusalem and witness 
the death and resurrection. 

3. Hebrews 5: 1-6 
V. 5: 1: The author of the Hebrews is comparing Jesus to the Jewish High Priest in the 
role of mediator. However, Jesus surpasses the High Priest in importance because he 
is “the Great High Priest.” The author is thinking of the High Priests’ role on the Day of 
Atonement when an offering is made for all the sins of the people. (Leviticus 16: 34) 
However, he is similar to the high priest in that he shares our human nature. 



V. 5:2: The high priest, taken from among men and woman, can deal with our sins and 
shortcomings patiently because he understands our human weakness as he shares 
them with us.  He can sympathize with us. Jesus too can sympathize with us because 
he experienced human weakness, but not sin, in his humanity. 
V. 5:3: The high priest is also offering the atonement sacrifice for himself because he 
too is a sinner.  
V.5:4: The high priest was appointed by God like Aaron.  He does not take this office 
upon himself. 
V.5:5: Likewise, Jesus took the role of mediator not for his own glory but because God 
his Father called him to it. The author first quotes Psalm 2: 7 and then Psalm 110:4 to 
support that God called his Son Jesus to the office of high priest.  
 
 


