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THE THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Deuteronomy 6: 2-6 
Mark 12: 28b-34 

Hebrews 7: 23-28 
 

1. Deuteronomy 6: 2-6 

• The Book of Deuteronomy, the last of the five books of Moses 
(Pentateuch) is a collection of three sermons of Moses.  Each sermon has 
a narrative followed by an exhortation.  Our selection for Sunday is from 
the second address of Moses. 

• V. 2: Moses exhorts the people to keep the commandments of the Lord as 
they enter into the Promised Land. They need to teach their children and 
grandchildren to observe all the laws of the Lord so that it goes well for 
them and they will have a long life. 

• V. 3: The land they are about to occupy is the fulfillment of the Lord’s 
promise to their ancestors.  It is a land flowing with milk and honey. 

• V. 4: This commandment is an elaboration on the first of the Ten 
Commandments.  It is the heart of the whole law.  It is called the Shema 
and later was incorporated into a prayer that was said in the morning and 
the evening. 

• V. 5: They are to love God with undivided attention and a love that 
encompasses their whole person: heart, being, and strength. 

• V. 6: They are to incorporate them into their daily life.  This love of God is 
to become their very identity. 

• V. 7: They are to keep these words constantly in their mind, meditating on 
them and teaching them to their children.  

• V. 8: At first probably meant figuratively as a saying like “tying a string on 
your finger” to remember but after the exile it was literally practiced by a 
small box called a phylactery containing a small parchment with a piece of 
the law worn on the arm and on the forehead.  

2. Mark 12: 28b-34 

• This episode is unusual because it narrates a friendly encounter between 
Jesus and a scribe.  Most often scribes are enemies of Jesus along with 
the Pharisees and Sadducees. He comes forward with admiration for 
Jesus when he saw how skillfully Jesus answered the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. He asks a question with an obvious answer maybe seeking to 
establish common ground and agreement with Jesus. 

• V. 28b: He asks which of the commandments is the greatest.   

• V. 29: Jesus answers by quoting Deut 6: 4. Instead of answering by 
naming one great commandment, Jesus adds a second commandment: 
Love your neighbor as yourself, quoting Leviticus 19:18.  Jesus does not 
say that they are one great commandment but that there are two great 
commandments. He does not reduce them into one but they stand 



intrinsically united. (Remember in Mark 10: 37, Jesus has said that by 
receiving a child in his name, we receive Christ and God the Father who 
sent him.  Other people become vehicles for God’s presence in our lives.) 
We owe God love for God’s own sake, but in addition to pure love of God 
is love of God expressed through love of neighbor. There is no other 
commandment greater than these two.  

• By quoting the Shema, Jesus places himself squarely in the Biblical 
tradition that our love of God is a response to his love.  “Hear, O Israel” is 
a proclamation of God’s initiative in reaching out to Israel and us and 
inviting us into relationship with him. 

• What does it mean to love our neighbor as oneself? It is similar to the 
Golden Rule: Due unto others as you would have them do unto you.  One 
author has said that it invites us to consider what we would want from 
another, e.g., understanding, respect, tolerance, loyalty, and compassion? 
Then, strive that all our interactions with others be guided by these desires 
we have for ourselves. 

• V. 32-33: The scribe commends Jesus for his answer and is in agreement 
with him. This is so unusual for an interaction between Jesus and a 
Jewish authority. The scribe repeats Jesus’ answer word for word. He 
adds that the fulfillment of these two commandments is worth more than 
any offering of a sacrifice of an animal prescribed by the Law. In the 
previous chapter, Jesus has cleansed the temple in a prophetic act that 
pointed to the end of the need for the temple sacrifices that will be 
replaced by his sacrifice on the cross.  When Jesus disrupts the activity of 
those selling and buying, he is stopping the normal activity of the temple.  
Everyday people bought and sold animals for sacrifice.  Without this 
buying and selling, the temple cannot go on. Jesus looks forward to a time 
when “the temple will be a house of prayer for all people.” In that house of 
prayer love of God and neighbor will be the sacrifice that is offered. The 
scribe understands Jesus’ teaching that love is the most important aspect 
of the law. 

• V. 34: Jesus commends the scribe and says that he is not far from the 
Kingdom of God.  The Kingdom of God is God’s rule on the earth which is 
the rule of love.  Reconciliation and healing of the sins of the world come 
through sacrificial love of Jesus and of us for our neighbors. Those who 
love God and love neighbor are welcoming the Kingdom of God into their 
midst.  Perhaps the only thing remaining for the scribe is “to repent and 
believe in the Good News.” 

3. Hebrews 7: 23-28 

• V. 22: God establishes in Jesus a better covenant that the covenant with 
Moses. 

• V. 23: The priests of the Mosaic covenant were limited because of their 
humanity. They were priests only for their life time. 

• V. 24: Jesus’ priesthood has no limitation and his sacrifice lasts forever.  
Jesus is eternally offering the sacrifice of the Cross to the Father.  



• V. 25: He is always able to save those who come to him because his 
sacrifice is eternal. 

• V. 26: Jesus is the perfect high priest.  His qualities are just what we need: 
holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than the 
heavens. 

• V. 27: Jesus is unlike the priests of the Old Testament who offered daily or 
annual sacrifices for sins.  His sacrifice was once and for all.  It is eternal.  
He is continually offering himself to the Father on our behalf.  

• V. 28: The oath that God made in the Psalm 110: 4 that Jesus is a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek makes Jesus greater than 
any human priest.  He is Son of God. 

 
 


