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THE THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14 
2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5 

Luke 20: 27-38 
 

1. 2 Maccabees 7: 1-2, 9-14 

• The books of Maccabees relate events that happened in the two hundred 
years before Christ to wipe out the Jewish religion.  The second book of 
Maccabees is not a sequel to the first book of Maccabees. They are 
independent accounts of the events. 2 Maccabees contains teachings on 
the resurrection of the just on the last day, the intercession of the saints in 
heaven for people living on earth, and the power of the living to offer 
prayers and sacrifices for the dead. 

• This story is an example of a literary genre known as “martyrology.” It was 
written to encourage God’s people in time of persecution.  The sufferings 
are graphically described, and long speeches are placed in the mouths of 
the martyrs. 

• Vv. 1-2: These verses set the stage for the story of a mother and her 
seven sons who are persecuted for remaining faithful to laws of the 
covenant. 

• Vv. 9-14: The sufferings of the brothers are described in detail and their 
courageous and bold responses testify to their faith in the resurrection of 
the just.  They see their sufferings as nothing in comparison to the reward 
they will receive from God.  

2. Luke 20: 27-38 

• This story takes it place as the center of three controversy stories. The 
overall meaning of the controversy stories is how limited, and narrow is 
the view of the religious establishment in Jesus’ time as compared to the 
infinite and broad horizon of the kingdom of God.  The Kingdom of God 
and the understanding of God that Jesus taught in radically different from 
the conception of God of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

• The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead which is a 
later Jewish belief found in Daniel and 2 Maccabees. They focused on the 
law of Moses as the content of Jewish belief. 

• The Sadducees have no conception of an afterlife and can only see the 
reward of the just as happening in this life in material possessions, 
children, and someone to leave their riches to. They propose an absurd 
situation of applying the levirate (brother-in-law) marriage (Deut 25:5) tom 
the case of seven brothers marrying the same wife. 

• Jesus explains that the life of heaven is completely different to the life on 
earth.  Since marriage and childbearing is to prolong life due to the 
mortality of human beings, there is no need for marriage in heaven where 
life is eternal. 



• Jesus uses a proof from Exodus that the Sadducees would hold as 
normative. Although the proof is not very convincing to us, it would have 
been highly effective in Jesus’ time when they looked at every tense and 
grammatical detail to prove a point. 

• Since God says from the burning bush that, “I am the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, “the use of the present tense means that they, too, are 
alive.  The phrase “for to him all are alive,” means that they are alive 
through his power. 

3. 2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5 

• Paul offers a prayer for the Thessalonians that God the Father and Jesus 
Christ strengthen them and make the strong in putting their faith into 
action (in deed and word).  Paul assures them of God’s love and 
encouragement for them. 

• Paul askes the Thessalonians to pray for him and his companions that the 
work of preaching the word will continue and prosper. He also prays for 
protection from those who wish him harm. 

• Paul expresses confidence in the Thessalonians that they will hold true to 
the faith he has taught them.  May the Lord guide them to love of God and 
that they might have the same endurance (perseverance, faithfulness) of 
Christ. 

 


