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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 25: 6-10A 
Matthew 22: 1-14 

Philippians 4: 12-14, 19-20 
 

1. Isaiah 25: 6-10A 

• In chapter 25, God is praised for having destroyed Israel’s enemies and 
saving the poor. A victory banquet is announced that will be celebrated in 
the Lord’s city, Jerusalem. 

• Throughout the Bible, the image of a banquet is used to describe God’s 
relationship to his people.  He is their provider, their host, the one who 
offers hospitality, the one who invites them to sit at his able.  Sharing a 
meal is a sign of intimacy.  Families share meals.  Friends sit down 
together and eat together. Banquets celebrate important events.  They 
ratify and signify the importance of what is happening.  

• V. 6: On this mountain: Jerusalem’s mountain: Zion.  Mountains are 
sacred places before they are close to God. The banquet is for all people 
and it serves the best food and drink available.  

• V. 7-8: The Lord will destroy death which is a veil and a web that covers 
the people. The Lord will wipe away the tears of all people.  He is a 
consoler and comforter. He will take away the shame and guilt of all 
people.  He is a redeemer. 

• V. 9: On that day=the day of the Lord—the day on which he brings victory 
to his people.  For us, the day when the Lord returns in glory. On that day, 
we will see the fulfillment of our hopes.  We have been looking to the Lord 
in trust and hope that he will save us.  We will be able to say that he did 
indeed save us.  We will rejoice and be glad. 

2. Matthew 22: 1-14 

• This parable is an allegory in which he part corresponds to salvation 
history.  Therefore, it lacks realism and credibility as a story.  It is not 
designed to tell a story but to teach the history of God’s interaction with 
humanity. 

• The banquet or wedding feast is a symbol of the joy that surrounds the 
union between God and his people in the Kingdom of God whose 
imminence Jesus is announcing. In those days, invitations were given in 
two stages: a general invitation in advance of the date and an immediate 
invitation a day before or the day of the banquet sent out as a reminder.   

• The anticipation of the banquet once the invitation is announced brings 
almost as much joy as the banquet itself. Therefore, we experience joy 
now in anticipation of the coming of God’s Kingdom. The Kingdom is 
“already, but not yet.” 

• The allegory is as follows: 
  The King= God 



 The Invitation=the message of God’s salvation 
 Servants: the prophets 
 Invited guests: Israel, God’s chosen people  
 Other servants: Christian missionaries 
 “Everything is ready:” because of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

Mistreatment and killing of messengers: persecution of Christian 
missionaries 

Burnt their city: destruction of Jerusalem by Rome in 70 AD 
“Whomever you find:” preaching to Jews and Gentiles alike 
Guests include both good and bad alike: Parable of the wheat and 

weeds 
Man without a wedding garment: one who does change his/her life 

in response to the proclamation of the Kingdom 

• The parable both interprets the history of God's relationship to his people via 
Israel, the ministry of Jesus, and Christian missionaries and offers a 
challenge to those who have said yes to the Kingdom.  Have they made the 
changes in their life required to be worthy to participate in the Kingdom?  The 
Kingdom requires a response from us.  We should not be complacent or over-
confident that we have a seat at the banquet in the Kingdom. 

• Reflect on how the invitation comes to us.  Certainly the expectation of our 
death is an invitation to reflect on the quality of our response to God: an 
examination of conscience for the bad we have done and the good we have 
left undone. The possibility of sudden and unexpected death presents an 
urgency to ready at all times. However, the Lord also invites us to change and 
deeper relationships throughout our lives.  Crises and crossroad experiences 
offer us the possibility of change. The desire in our heart to be our better elf is 
also an invitation to change and conversion.  Missed invitations are missed 
opportunities to cloth ourselves in the wedding garment. 

• Weeping and gnashing of teeth: hell, a life without God. 

• Many are invited but few are chosen: we must not take God’s invitation for 
granted or lightly.  It demands a serious response from us that manifests itself 
in the quality of our life and our good deeds. Our good deeds do not win us a 
place in the Kingdom but rather are our grateful response to God’s gracious 
invitation. 

3. Philippians 4: 12-14, 19-20 

• Paul prided himself on being self-sufficient. He worked to support himself and 
depended on God’s providence.  It seems that he did accept financial 
contributions from the Philippians and he is grateful for their concern for him.  
However, he stresses that he has learned to get by on whatever he has.  God 
empowers him to have strength for any eventuality.   

• Paul, however, is more concerned about the Philippians spiritual riches rather 
than their financial well-being. He is confident that God will take care of all 
their needs out of the glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

 


