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Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20 

Mark 9: 30-37 
James 3: 16—4:3 

 
1. Wisdom 2: 12, 17-20 

• The Book of Wisdom is one of the books of the Apocrypha or Deutero-
canonical books.  The seven deutero-canonical books are: Tobit, Judith, 
Baruch, Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom, 1 &2 Maccabees; also certain additions 
to Esther and Daniel. 

• The Deutero-canonical books were eliminated from the canon of the Bible 
by Martin Luther during the Reformation. The Catholic Church and 
Orthodox Churches consider them canonical books.  The distinguishing 
characteristic of these books is that they were written in Greek and not 
Hebrew and because of this, were thought to be not containing the “pure” 
thought of the Hebrew books.  Modern scholars of all denominations 
agree that they are of value.  They offer insight into the spirituality and 
theology of the Jesus’ times and the New Testament although they have a 
different style and flavor than the Hebrew books. 

• In the Book of Wisdom, the author is probably a member of the Jewish 
community of Alexandria. He is writing to encourage his fellow Jews of the 
Diaspora to remain faithful to their faith despite the attacks and 
persecution of Jews who had abandoned the faith. 

• In chapter 2: the author presents the thoughts of those who have lost their 
faith.  They live by a philosophy of “eat, drink and be merry because 
tomorrow we die.” They do not believe in an afterlife and so live by the 
pleasures of the flesh.  They feel no obligation to help the poor and even 
boast that they make profit at their expense.  

• V. 2: 12: The righteous, who obey God’s law and keep their faith, anger 
those without faith because they make them feel guilty and trouble their 
conscience. They want to persecute the righteous one and put him to the 
test.  They want to probe how deep his faith goes and if God will protect 
him as he claims.  There are obvious parallels to the Suffering Servant in 
Isaiah and to Jesus in the New Testament. 

• V. 13: They accuse him of thinking that he is superior to them because he 
is a self-styled child of God with special knowledge of God. 

• V. 14: The very sight of him troubles the unrighteous.  They are defensive 
in his presence. 

• V. 15: he is “different;” they make him “the other.” 

• V. 16: He will not associate with them. They think he is judging them.  He 
calls God his Father—exactly what Jesus said. 

• V. 17: They want to put him to the test and see what happens to him. 



• V. 18: If he is a child of God and God is his Father, then God should 
protect him. 

• V. 19: They plot violence against him. 

• V. 20: They will kill him—a shameful death—crucifixion. 
2. Mark 9: 30-37 

• V. 30: Jesus now sets out upon the journey south to Jerusalem through 
Galilee.  He travels quietly without calling attention to himself because he 
wants to focus on teaching and forming his disciples. 

• V. 31: Jesus gives the second prophesy or proclamation of his suffering, 
death and Resurrection.  “To be handed over” is a special word that was 
used from the beginning as far back as Saint Paul to describe the passion 
of Jesus as part of God’s plan.  It echoes the Servant Songs of Isaiah.  
However, if he was handed over according to God’s plan, it was by human 
beings that he was killed. 

• V. 32: The disciples do not understand. More exactly, they do not want to 
understand because they do not want to deal with all its implications.  Just 
like us, we resist accepting suffering in our lives as the pathway to glory. 
We want the crown but not the cross. 

• V. 33: They are at home in Capernaum, presumably the house of Peter 
where Jesus stayed. As they traveled, they were arguing. So, he asks 
them what they have been arguing about. 

• V. 34: They do not answer his question because they are embarrassed 
that they have been arguing about who is the greatest among them and 
who would receive the greater honor in the Kingdom of the Messiah. They 
are at a completely different understanding of the mission than Jesus.  
They are still thinking of the glory of a Messiah-King who will establish an 
earthly kingdom.  Jesus is teaching them that he is a Suffering Messiah 
who will come to glory through the cross. 

• V. 35: Jesus takes time to teach the Apostles.  He sits down, which is the 
position of authoritative teaching and he addresses the Twelve, not the 
whole group of disciples, to show that this teaching is for the leaders of the 
Church. He teaches that if anyone wants to be the greatest, then he/she 
must become the last. The greatest one is the one who serves humbly. 

• V. 36: As a startling example, he says that the one who welcomes a little 
child is the greatest.  In Jesus’ time, a child was precious to a family, but 
outside the family, a child had no social status and was not of value until 
they became an adult.  To welcome a child is to make a child your equal—
to make yourself without status and value.   

• V. 37: Jesus says that if we do this then we welcome him and his 
heavenly Father.  Jesus, who is the greatest, identifies with the one who is 
the least.  Welcome the least and you welcome him and his Father.  He 
reveals God as one who comes among us as one who serves and a little 
child. 

3. James 3: 16—4:3 

• In 3: 1-12, James teaches that the role of teacher is one that bears much 
responsibility.  Not everyone can do it well. He identifies the tongue—our 



speech—as the most important instrument of the body.  Like a horse’s 
bridle or a ship’s rudder, it controls the whole body.  It is like a spark that 
set a forest fire. Human beings have tamed all sorts of living creatures, but 
have not tamed the human tongue.  We use it to praise God and to curse 
human beings.  This cannot be so.  Our tongue must have one purpose to 
praise God and speak wisdom. 

• Vv. 13-15: A wise person proves their wisdom by a living a good life in 
humility. A wise person puts into action what they teach.  They are humble 
because they know that boasting and pride are in vain.  

• V. 16: Jealousy, selfishness, and pride are signs of an earthly wisdom that 
is unspiritual and demonic.  These can only lead to discord and strife. 

• V. 17: True wisdom that comes from God displays the qualities that are of 
God, e.g. pure, peaceful, gentle, agreeable, merciful, and good deeds. 
These verses describe a process of discernment.  We can identify what is 
of God by its fruits.  What is of God manifests the fruits of the Holy Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.  What is not of God displays the works of the flesh: 
immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, rivalry, 
jealousy, outbursts of fury, acts of selfishness, dissensions, factions, envy, 
drunkenness, orgies.  (from Galatians 5: 16-25) 

• V. 18: Peaceful people do peaceful things that lead to peaceful outcomes. 

• V. 4: 1: We must examine our motives.  Passions refers to feelings and 
emotions that are unchecked and undisciplined. If we have a bad intention 
it will lead to a bad result. Feelings that are not purified by prayer and 
obedience to God’s law will lead to conflict. 

• V. 2: We covet, kill, envy, fight, and wage war, but we cannot get what we 
want because we are going about it in the wrong way. We try to take 
without asking.  What good can come of that? 

• V. 3: We ask wrongly meaning that we do not pray properly but desire 
something for selfish reasons.  Praying properly means that we leave it up 
to the will of God.  We want what God wants for us. 

 
 
 


