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THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Numbers 11: 25-29 
Mark 9: 38-42, 45, 47-48 

James 5: 1-6 
 

1. Numbers 11: 25-29 

• The Israelites are complaining that they have no meat to eat.  They are 
tired of the manna.  They get nostalgic for the food they had in Egypt. 
They regret they ever left Egypt.  Moses complains to God that the people 
have become too much for him to bear. He asks God to kill him to relieve 
him of the burden of leading the people. God tells Moses to select 70 
elders of the people on whom he will bestow some of the Spirit that is on 
Moses and they will help Moses in the task of leadership. 

• V. 25: The 70 stand with Moses near the tent as God comes down on a 
cloud and bestows some of the Spirit that is on Moses among them. When 
they receive the Spirit, they prophesy.  “Prophesy” does not mean they 
foretold the future but that they spoke in ecstatic speech.  

• V. 26: Eldad and Medad, two of the chosen seventy, were not at the tent 
but in the camp.  However, they received the Spirit nonetheless.   

• V. 27: A young man reports that they are prophesying in the camp.  

• V. 28: Joshua tells Moses to stop them from prophesying because he 
thinks they are rivals to Moses and encroaching on his authority. 

• V. 29: Moses tells Joshua not be concerned about his authority or to be 
jealous of them.  Moses wishes that all the people received the gift of the 
Spirit and prophesied. 

2. Mark 9: 38-42, 45, 47-48 

• As Jesus travels to Jerusalem, he devotes his attention to the instruction 
of his disciples. In these verses, he is instructing them about good found 
outside the community and evil found inside the community. 

• V. 38: John reports to Jesus that an exorcist, who is not a disciple of 
Jesus, is casting out demons using Jesus’ name.  The disciples stopped 
him because he is not a disciple of Jesus. John seems to be trying to 
safeguard the special status and privilege that he supposes the disciples 
of Jesus have.  

• V. 39: Jesus corrects John by teaching that there is good to be found 
outside of the community.  The disciples must recognize good wherever 
they see it.  If this exorcist is liberating people who are possessed by a 
demon, then they are doing good and why should they be stopped. If they 
are using Jesus’ name to heal, they are not criticizing or speaking ill of 
him. 

• V. 40: Jesus expresses a great tolerance for anyone doing deeds of 
service. As long as they do not oppose him, they are with him.  



• V. 41: As the travelling Christian missionaries go from town to town, 
people who are not yet believers give them assistance and nourishment. 
They are to be commended for their deeds of service and will be 
rewarded. For Jesus, the litmus test is the quality of service and not 
prestige or privilege of belonging. 

• V. 42: Having commended the good to be found outside the community, 
Jesus now warns about the evil that can be found within the community. 
The “little ones” can be children or new converts whose faith is still 
developing. The sins or evil deeds of members of the community may 
shake their faith or be a “stumbling block” (the literal meaning of scandal) 
to them. It would be better for someone who gives scandal to those whose 
faith is developing to be cast into the water with a giant millstone around 
their neck.  He means that physical death would be better than spiritual 
death.  

• V. 43-48: With prophetic exaggeration or hyperbole, Jesus recommends 
radical action to eliminate sin from a person.  Of course, he does not 
mean that we should literally cut off a limb or pluck out an eye, but we 
should be ready to take drastic action to rid ourselves of a sinful 
inclination. 

• Vv. 44 and 46 are usually eliminated from translations because they are 
considered additions by scribes who are copying the text.  Both verses 
were repetitions of v. 48 which is a quote from Isaiah 66: 24 

• V. 45: Gehenna refers to the Valley of Himmon outside of Jerusalem 
which was the site of pagan worship. Because of its previous use, it was 
cut off and made a garbage dump where fires smoldered continuously. 
Because of the smoke and fire, it became a name for hell or the place of 
eternal punishment.  

• V. 47: Jesus is teaching that our eternal salvation is far more valuable and 
desirable than any present asset.  We should be ready to sacrifice 
anything that would jeopardize our eternal salvation. 

3. James 5: 1-6 

• At the end of chapter 4, James has warned about the fleeting nature of our 
life on earth.  Now he condemns the passing value of wealth. 

• V. 1: He calls on the rich who have made money by unjust means and 
who use their wealth for their own excess and not to help others to mourn 
and repent for their sins. 

• V. 2-3: All the things that they consider valuable like money, clothes and 
jewelry will eventually corrode and be destroyed.  This proves their fleeting 
value and importance and the condemnation of those who pit their trust in 
material things. 

• V. 4: Their unjust deeds like denying wages have reached God’s ears 

• V. 5: The unjust rich have already had their reward by their lavish lifestyle 
at the expense of others.  They are like cattle that have been fattened for 
the slaughter. 

• V. 6: They have done deeds of injustice against the righteous.  James 
echoes the cries of the Old Testament prophets for justice. 


