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THE TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Ezekiel 18: 25-28 
Matthew 21: 28-32 
Philippians 2: 1-11 

 
1. Ezekiel 18: 25-28 

• This chapter rejects the belief that punishment for sin is passed from 
generation to generation.  Ezekiel teaches that each person has 
responsibility for their actions. 

• Verse: 25: The reaction, “The Lord’s way is not fair!” responds to the 
teaching that if a just person turns away from righteous ways the good 
they did is forgotten and they are accountable for the sins they have 
committed. Of course, this does not preclude their turning back from evil 
ways and repenting. If they do so, they will be forgiven. 

• Verse 26: When the just turn away from doing what is right, they are 
betraying their relationship with God.  It is not a calculus of good deeds vs. 
bad deeds, and what is the final score. But, a relationship with God. 

• Verse 27-28: the evil save themselves by turning away from sin. 
2. Matthew 21: 28-32 

• The Parable of the Two Sons: Jesus is on the offensive against the chief 
priests and elders. He asks them to answer a very obvious question posed 
by the parable. Who does the father’s will?  The son who says no but then 
does what was asked of him.  Or the son who says yes, but never does 
what he agreed to do.  The answer is obvious.  Fulfillments of the father’s 
will is done by the one who does it—not words, but actions.  

• Jesus applies the parable to his present circumstances.  Tax collectors 
and sinners say no to God’s will by their deeds, but they did God’s will by 
accepting John the Baptist’s call to conversion.  The chief priests and 
elders say yes to God by obeying the Torah, but they did not heed John’s 
call to conversion.  They did not say yes to God on a deeper level. 

• It also applies to Jesus.  Jesus’ message of conversion in order to receive 
the Kingdom of God had greater success among tax collectors and 
sinners.  That is why Jesus welcomed them and ate with them because 
they were changing.  The opposition to Jesus’ message came from the 
religious leaders who professed to do God’s will but seem to have missed 
the deeper transformative power of the message.  They did not internalize 
it.  

• Jesus concludes by saying that the leaders should have converted when 
they saw the example of the tax collectors and sinners. 

• We must put into action God’s call to conversion. Our relationship with 
God is not a matter of words but deeds. 

• We strive to be not only hearers of the word but doers of the word. 
 



 
3. Philippians 2: 1-11 

• Paul appeals that the people of Philippi be one in faith and love. He 
encourages them to reject pride and selfishness and defer to one another. 
They should see others as more important than they are. They should be 
more concerned about others than about themselves. 

• Christ is the example they should follow.  Paul quotes what is probably an 
ancient Christian hymn that is possibly used in worship. 

• Christ was not like Adam who was created in the image and likeness of 
God but wanted even more, desiring to be equal to God (by eating the fruit 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.) Jesus, the pre-existent 
Word of God, let go of the exterior form of his divinity and emptied himself 
for our sake.  He took the form of a slave, a servant. He humbled himself 
and became obedient. 

• Because he humbled himself (on the cross), God the Father exalted him 
(by the resurrection).  He gave him a name (a dignity and authority) above 
everyone else so that all creation would acknowledge him as Lord and 
give glory to God. 

• This is an ancient understanding of Jesus Christ.  He was one with God as 
God’s eternal Son, but he emptied himself of glory and took on our human 
form which is the form of a slave or servant.  Because he humbled 
himself, God exalted him and raised him up in gory and made him Lord of 
all creation. 
 


